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Feline drama

,\4

=

Festival bash: Students of Srinivasa University city campus at Pandeshwar Mangaluru performmg a tiger dance as part of celebratlons for
Onam, and Krishna Janmashtami on Wednesday. H.S. MANJUNATH GS iAS-xC S SEeRanTIRaT

Onam: Kerala’s Grand Harvest Festival

* Onam is the official festival of Kerala, celebrated across religious and social
communities. It marks a time of harvest, prosperity, and unity.

* Celebrated during the Malayalam month of Chingam (August—September), typically
spanning 10 days.

Legend of Mahabali and Vamana

* Rooted in Bhagavata Purana, the tale involves King Mahabali, a benevolent Asura ruler,
and Lord Vishnu taking the Vamana avatar (dwarf Brahmin) to humble the king.

» Mahabali’s annual return to his kingdom symbolizes Onam — a celebration of his visit
and Kerala’s golden age.
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Ancient References

* Early mentions appear in Sangam literature like Maturaikkanci (3rd century CE).
* Alvar saints and inscriptions, including an 11th-century one in Thrikkakara Temple,
echo Onam’s deep-rooted history.

* In 1961, Kerala’s government declared Onam as the state’s national festival, aiming to
bolster tourism and social integration

Gender identity recognition must not be
trapped in bureaucratic hurdles

T he Manipur High Court’s order to the

State to issue fresh academic certificates

to Beoncy Laishram is at once a matter of
individual justice and a larger commentary on
the state of transgender rights. What should have
been a simple administrative correction became
a legal battle, not because the law lacks provi-
sions but because its implementation remains
frustrated by inertia and bureaucratic rigidity. In
NALSA vs Union of India, the Supreme Court re-
cognised the right to self-identify gender and or-
dered the state to treat transpersons as socially
and educationally backward classes entitled to
welfare measures. The principle was codified in
the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights)
Act 2019, which also obligated authorities to re-
cognise a person’s self-identified gender and is-
sue official documents. Together with Articles 14
and 21 of the Constitution, transpersons are thus
entitled to having their affirmed identity seam-
lessly recognised in all institutional records. Yet,
their lived reality is very different. Despite the
law being clear on self-identification, bureaucrat-
ic setups often do not act unless compelled by
higher authorities. In Dr. Laishram’s case, her un-
iversity refused to update her educational re-
cords citing procedural hurdles — symptomatic of
a systemic malaise. Administrators routinely def-
er to the most restrictive reading of procedure
rather than the spirit of the law. In the present
matter, the university and education boards in-
sisted that corrections must begin with the ear-
liest certificate, qualifying recognition on a cas-
cading set of bureaucratic approvals.

Where the law envisages gender as a matter of
self-determination for transgender individuals,
many officials remain wedded to the binary
markers assigned at birth, and the mismatch
translates into a stunted application of a simple
idea. The insistence on sequential corrections or
elaborate justifications is essentially a refusal to
accept that gender identity is not derived from
paperwork. Dr. Laishram’s struggle also shows
how institutional reluctance to operationalise
this principle forces transpersons into prolonged
legal contests over what should be routine mat-
ters. Such episodes reveal a troubling truth: tran-
spersons, navigating stigma and discrimination,
are forced to expend disproportionate time and
resources to access rights that are legally theirs.
The High Court judgment is undoubtedly posi-
tive: it also sets a precedent that may help other
transpersons and signals to administrators that
procedural rigidity cannot override constitution-
al and statutory guarantees. Bridging the gap bet-
ween legal rights and their application will re-
quire both institutional reform and cultural
change within the bureaucracy that draw from an
understanding of gender as lived reality.

Punishing process

SSTH® Ufehar

. Gender identity recognition must not be
trapped in bureaucratic hurdles

AT UgaT B AT B ApIS! STt H BT
EHICIIHY
Manipur High Court order and Transgender Rights

TR S& AT $T ST 3R Tiuisr USRI

o The Manipur High Court’s order to the State to issue fresh
academic certificates to Beoncy Laishram is at once a matter of
individual justice and a larger commentary on the state of
transgender rights.

AR ST <ATATAT T TSR I & fyaiedt AR &t U
QA&ifOTeh THTOTIS SR A & oY, U SR safeaTd =ama &1 J1al §
3R GO 3R TRISTeR PRI & fRURY W te 5t fewmft g1

. What should have been a simple administrative correction
became a legal battle, not because the law lacks provisions but
because its implementation remains frustrated by inertia and
bureaucratic rigidity.

Sl had U AYRUN YR JUR G AM6T AT, 98 Th BT
ASTS § T, SH HRUI B | UIGUTH! D1 HH! g1 diedh Tdl
3R AHIRME B HSRAT |

. In NALSA vs Union of India, the Supreme Court
recognised the right to self-identify gender and ordered the state
to treat transpersons as socially and educationally backward
classes entitled to welfare measures.

NALSA §91H YRd 39 H, A ®1d 7 W-Uga &7 RBR
T < 3R o & e faan for eiaeier cafdaal & qmanfore
3R Reifdre U A UssT T AHH FUUIBR] SUTT BT
SfpR faar S|

. The principle was codified in the Transgender Persons
(Protection of Rights) Act 2019, which obligated authorities to
recognise a person’s self-identified gender and issue official
documents.

Tg Rigid giaviey = (SferRY &1 wveon srftfaw 2019 &
Tfgdras fovar mar, o/ Sif¥reTial &) safdd ot ¥9-ug=amt 18
Wﬁiﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ?&ﬁﬂﬁ%«mwﬁmw ¥ forw
a1 fopar|

. Together with Articles 14 and 21 of the Constitution,
transpersons are thus entitled to having their affirmed identity
seamlessly recognised in all institutional records.
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o Yet, their lived reality is very different. Despite the law being clear on self-identification,
bureaucratic setups often do not act unless compelled by higher authorities.

R 1t 3! Sitas aRafa®dr 9gd AT 8| W-UgaH R I WF §H & S[a9e, Areesmat
A SR 9 B B o] HRAl od aP I HADR] HOlGR 7 B |

e In Dr. Laishram’s case, her university refused to update her educational records citing
procedural hurdles — symptomatic of a systemic malaise.

S1. AR & gd B, 39! fayfaemeaa = uftrarars aransit &1 garen 3d gU 3% efiw
ﬁwréﬁm@amﬁ@rwm%m S T OITEiTd SHRT ST A& ¢ |

¢ Administrators routinely defer to the most restrictive reading of procedure rather than the
spirit of the law.
TR SRR BT B! HIGHT & ol Uiehal &1 o UfdeeTeTd SrRe &1 eR1 ad & |

¢ In the present matter, the university and education boards insisted that corrections must
begin with the earliest certificate, qualifying recognition on a cascading set of bureaucratic
approvals.

o aa H, fayfaarag ok Rren st A IR a1 i GUR 998 A TH0S § OF 89
TR SR AT Had AIBRRME! iG]l B TRaeR ihar I e Tl 7|

¢ Where the law envisages gender as self-determination, many officials remain wedded to
blnary markers assigned at birth, leading to stunted application of a simple idea.

61 BT ARIP U B G-k $ w0 A 2T 2, 96T B8 HRIHR o R Fefid
%anuﬁmﬁ@rq%wﬁ% O T WYROT fIaR &1 Wfia SFwnT giar 8|

e The insistence on sequential corrections or elaborate justifications is essentially a refusal to
accept that gender identity is not derived from paperwork.

Hitd GURT 1 fagd Sfifacdl R SR A1 Gefa: T8 WPR I A FAPR B0 ¢ [ aAlD
UEA SRS HTIaTg! | U g1 giet|

e Dr. Laishram’s struggle shows how institutional reluctance forces transpersons into
prolonged legal contests over what should be routine matters.

1. AXRTH BT TUY ST § o TR a1 Y giRTeiey safaaal &I JURo qTHe! & fog
oS ST Sl & yba St B

e Such episodes reveal a troubling truth: transpersons, navigating stigma and
discrimination, are forced to expend disproportionate time and resources to access rights
that are legally theirs.

T GeTH U6 FideH® 9 ®1 S9TR R4 o: gIsisY Jfad, S dad iR HEHTT I S&1d
€, 38 3UH BT SRIBRI d% Uga- & e Sreafere wag SR TATe Ud o3 USd ¢ |

o The High Court judgment is undoubtedly positive: it also sets a precedent that may help
other transpersons and signals to administrators that procedural rigidity cannot override
constitutional guarantees.

Fo AT $T FHofg FARidg IHRIA §: 98 U Aok H RA1fd FHRa1 § of 3 graeisy
ARG I HaE B Yol & SR YS! BI Ig Tohd ol & [ UhaTHD HRaT HaUTf
TRfeTT & SHuR 1 81 FFdl|

¢ Bridging the gap between legal rights and their application will require both institutional
reform and cultural change within the bureaucracy based on an understanding of gender
as lived reality.

BT RPBRY 3R 396 AN & &l B WIS P Ule & o7 TN GUR 3R
Np=el A ivgpfaw ufkad Il & sraaddl g, St e ugen &t sita= &1
APl & &9 H GHGH TR YR 81

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper II: Polity, Governance,And International
Relations

1. Bills to oust arrested Ministers trigger chaos

RWR w34 & ge ara fAdas J g
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2. Are elected State govts. at mercy of Governors’ whims
and fancies, SC asks Centre

1 fAatfd Isg IReR IsauTel 3 A9HE! 3R IS
R R & gt &1 3 F5 9 1@1

3. HC refuses closure of slaughterhouses for 9 days
during Jain festival

W Ud & R 9 fe) & e wWifegey d¢ 31 A
gIedId 1 PR fHar

4. Protest erupts in Diphu against Assam govt.’s move
to transfer tribal land to corporate houses

3T IRBR GRT S-S Y Bt HIUIRE BRI DI
iU+ & deH & faarw 3w o fariy uexi= a1
5. In Moscow, Jaishankar flags challenges that tariffs
pose to India-Russia trade

AP §, STUYUHT 7 HRA-3=9 ATIR WR RE gRT IO
gHfaal @t Y@iferd far

6. The fact is the ECI is a commission in crisis
TS 9% ¢ % T919 34T (ECI) U Yhe U STANT &

7. A historic move, but still unequal

Uw UIETRIe FeH, Afs o off s
8. What are ‘machine readable’ electoral rolls?
TR e Fatae rmafeai & §?
9. U.S. imposes new sanctions on ICC officials over
Israel

AR A TR BI ddv ICC AfUPHTRAT W ¢ ufddy
[SRIY
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Bills to oust arrested Ministers trigger chaos

The Bills were referred to a Joint Committee of
Parliament comprising 21 LS and 10 RS members

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

pposition and rul-
0ing party MPs ex-
changed barbs in

the Lok Sabha on Wednes-
day over the government’s
claim of bringing in politi-
cal morality through three
new Bills allowing the re-
moval of elected represen-
tatives arrested on serious
criminal charges.

As the Bills were intro-
duced, Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah and Con-
gress leader K.C.
Venugopal engaged in a
sharp spat over Mr. Shah’s
2010 arrest while he was
Home Minister of Gujarat.

Trinamool  Congress
MPs escalated their protest
by tearing copies of the
proposed legislation in
front of Mr. Shah’s seat, re-
sulting in a brief jostle bet-
ween Opposition and rul-

Bills to oust arrested Ministers trigger chaos

ing party MPs. BJP
members, including Union
Ministers Kiren Rijiju and
Ravneet Singh  Bittu,
stepped in to shield Mr.
Shah, while the Trinamool
accused the Ministers of
“pushing and shoving” wo-
men MPs.

As the Home Minister
introduced the three Bills,
Opposition MPs shouted
that they were “unconsti-
tutional and anti-federal”.
A resolution was passed by
a voice vote to refer them
to aJoint Committee of Par-
liament that will have 21
members from the Lok
Sabha and 10 from the Ra-
jya Sabha. The Committee
has been mandated to sub-
mit its report to the House
by the Winter Session.

The three Bills are the
Government of Union Ter-
ritories (Amendment) Bill,
2025; the Constitution
(One Hundred And Thir-
tieth Amendment) Bill,

The Union government says the pieces of legislation
are intended to bring ‘morality back into politics’

Bills in focus

1 Constitution (One
Hundred And Thirtieth
J Amendment) Bill, 2025

Conditions for removal:

Bill, 2025

2 Government of Union
Territories (Amendment)

Removal authority:

The three Bills tabled by the Home Minister propose the removal of
Prime Minister, Chief Ministers and Ministers under certain conditions

3 Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganisation
(Amendment) Bill, 2025

m Arrested and detained
4 for 30 consecutive days on
“‘% serious criminal charges

= Facing charges of

u The President (for PM and
Union Ministers)

[} (for CMs and
State Ministers)

The legislation
allows for the
possibility of

reappointment
once the

offences puni -
= ‘ax with imprisonment ® Lieutenant-Governors
E 3 of five years (for Ministers in Union
r ‘i‘_ or more Territories)
3 A

detained Minister
or Chief Minister
is released

2025; and the Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganisation
(Amendment) Bill, 2025.
The Bills propose that any
Prime Minister, Chief Mi-
nisters, or Ministers who
are arrested and detained
in custody for 30 consecu-
tive days without obtaining
bail, on charges of commit-
ting an offence punishable
with imprisonment for five
years or more, shall be re-
moved from office by the

31st day. For example, the
Prime Minister in this sit-
uation can be removed by
the President, or a Chief
Minister by the Governor
of the State, if they do not
resign on their own.

‘Return to medieval era’
Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gand-
hi, speaking at an event to
felicitate the joint Opposi-
tion Vice-Presidential can-

didate, said the Bills would
take the country back to
“medieval times when the
King could remove anybo-
dy at will”.

He explained how the
proposed legislation could
be used. “He tells ED to put
a case and a democratical-
ly elected person is wiped
out within 30 days,” Mr.
Gandhi said.

As soon as the Bills were
tabled in the Lok Sabha at

RWR w34 & ge= ara fAdas A g

The Bills were referred to a Joint Committee of Parliament comprising 21 LS
and 10 RS members.

fadas o1 e B Gyaa Afa o W T orad 21 AETHT 3R 10 ISTTUT
e XM 8

The Union government says the pieces of legislation are intended to bring ‘morality back into

politics’.

Amit Shah and Venugopal engage in sharp
exchange over the former’s arrest in 2010

2:00 p.m., the House wit-
nessed uproarious scenes
as Opposition members
trooped into the well, rais-
ing slogans. Opposition
MPs, including the Al-
MIM’s Asaduddin Owaisi
and Congress MPs Manish
Tewari and Mr. Venugopal,
opposed the introduction
of the Bills, saying that they
were against the Constitu-
tion and federalism.

Political morality
“Leaders of the BJP are say-
ing that this Bill is to bring
morality into politics. Can I
ask the Home Minister a
question? When he was the
Home Minister of Gujarat,
he was arrested. Did he
uphold morality at that
time?” Mr. Venugopal
asked.

Mr. Shah promptly res-
ponded by accusing the
then-Congress government
at the Centre of levelling
false allegations.

Fg TWHR BT HeT ¢ b gg R9ge ToHia 7 Afdear aug am & e o T 2|

“1 want to set the record
straight. Fake allegations
were levelled against me,
but despite that, I abided
by morality and ethics and
not only resigned but did
not accept any constitu-
tional post until 1 was
cleared of all charges,” the
Home Minister said.

“The Constitution is be-
ing amended to turn this
country into a police
state,” warned Mr. Owaisi.

“The Bill opens the door
for political misuse,” said
Mr. Tewari.

Accusing the govern-
ment of bringing the Bills
in “undue haste”, Revolu-
tionary Socialist Party MP
N.K. Premchandran said,
“These Bills are not being
introduced as per the pro-
cedures of the House...
They have not even been
circulated to members.”

RAHUL SLAMS BILLS
»PAGE 5

¢ Amit Shah and Venugopal engage in sharp exchange over the former’s arrest in 2010.
3R Mg 3R JUENUTE & ofid It 2010 Bt IRERT R Rt 989 g5 1

e Opposition and ruling party MPs exchanged barbs in the Lok Sabha on Wednesday over the
government’s claim of bringing in political morality through three new Bills allowing the
removal of elected representatives arrested on serious criminal charges.

JYAR B AIHTHT T fauer iR TUe & Fiae! A IWHR & 9 a1d W il 989 Bt b i 90
fadget & mreow ¥ oA Afdddr ars ST S iR s et # fiRuaR faffea
gfafAfers &I gem @t srAfd 3d B

e As the Bills were introduced, Union Home Minister Amit Shah and Congress leader K.C.
Venugopal engaged in a sharp spat over Mr. Shah’s 2010 arrest while he was Home
Minister of Gujarat.

o gt fadae o1 fory U, Shefa et iffd 28 SR S0 Aar &. 3T, U & ofd 218 Bt
2010 B IRTIRT ®T AHR ARt 989 §5 o1 d ORI & JgHaAT |

e Trinamool Congress MPs escalated their protest by tearing copies of the proposed legislation
in front of Mr. Shah’s seat, resulting in a brief jostle between Opposition and ruling party MPs.

JUIE S FiGa! - ]8I Wi & Fr Yardd fadaes o1 Ufddi Bredhr U1 faRly o &
fea, Toras fauer Sik ey WGl & o9 YawT-gab! ga
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BJP members, including Union Ministers Kiren Rijiju and Ravneet Singh Bittu, stepped in to
shield Mr. Shah, while the Trinamool accused the Ministers of “pushing and shoving” women
MPs.

YT e, o et wEt o RS ok Yaiia Rig fagg =i 9, = <1 &1 & &,

S Jure 2wl IR Afge Gial DI “Uabl-ab!” B BT SRIY T

As the Home Minister introduced the three Bills, Opposition MPs shouted that they were

“unconstitutional and anti-federal”.

e TR A o g O faru <t fauel wiwet A 3 “sriduTe ok Tu-faxieh sam

A resolution was passed by a voice vote to refer them to a Joint Committee of Parliament that

will have 21 members from the Lok Sabha and 10 from the Rajya Sabha. The Committee has

been mandated to submit its report to the House by the Winter Session.

TS Aaiyciad ¥ ag Mol e & 3¢ ¥ug &1 Sgad iifd S Yol Se o AldhaHT & 21

%ﬁ?mmln$ 10 TR BT | il & fidanTeli= 93 d% T § KUl URKd &3 &1 e
|

The three Bills are the Government of Union Territories (Amendment) Bill, 2025; the
Constitution (One Hundred And Thirtieth Amendment) Bill, 2025; and the Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganisation (Amendment) Bill, 2025.
T fAdas §—IRPR &1 Hg MR U (Fe) fadues, 2025; TRy (T O Faat gieE)
fa8s, 2025; 3R 1 3R HIHR Gfa (I=ie) fadaes, 2025 |
The Bills propose that any Prime Minister, Chief Ministers, or Ministers who are arrested and
detained in custody for 30 consecutive days without obtaining bail, on charges of committing
an offence punishable with imprisonment for five years or more, shall be removed from office
by the 31st day.
fatrae & urau™ g for w1g oft mearrsh, g o w:ft o’ e 30 fo aw fom SEEd &
fevrad & @1 T Bl SIR o WR 5 Wit a1 S9N S BT HoTl arel S{ORTY HT 3R 51, I 31d
& ue & ger fear S|
For example, the Prime Minister in this situation can be removed by the President, or a Chief
Minister by the Governor of the State, if they do not resign on their own.
JaTeRl o forg, Ut fRufd # guHz &1 APUfd gRT 31 EaHAl &I AsuuTe gRT gerT ol Jebdl
& Ife 3 W 3BT TeT &l
‘Return to medieval era’
HDTc T H aro
Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi, speaking at an event to felicitate the joint Opposition
Vice-Presidential candidate, said the Bills would take the country back to “medieval times
when the King could remove anybody at will”.
fquer o Aar g i, dgad fauer IHIGAR BT THH B & U HRIHH H didd
8T, A gl o [A89® G bl 39 1 g T o SS9 e fordt o off Srul s=o1 9
Bl Hhdl 4TI
He explained how the proposed legislation could be used. “He tells ED to put a case and a
democratically elected person is wiped out within 30 days,” Mr. Gandhi said.
B ST fob TR BT b1 A GHUUN B Thdl 8| “T8 81 B) b4 STA- &) bedl § 3R
UH AHditd diies ° A1 T faa 30 et & ger fan Sirar g, ikt = Farl
As soon as the Bills were tabled in the Lok Sabha at 2:00 p.m., the House witnessed
uproarious scenes as Opposition members trooped into the well, raising slogans.

2 fadue® SueR 2:00 I AHTHT H U fHT 7Y, fyueht Yo AR TITd gU ad H 31 U 3R
&1 o g1 99 TR
Opposition MPs, including the AIMIM’s Asaduddin Owaisi and Congress MPs Manish Tewari
and Mr. Venugopal, opposed the introduction of the Bills, saying that they were against the
Constitution and federalism.

fouelt Tiel, for TeMEuasISuA & SRIge 3idwl R HIUY Wige A=y faart quT quFara
M 9, A fadae! & U g &1 foRiy T3 SiR e fos 3 wfdum oik Tl g & faem g
Political morality

JTofae Afdear

“Leaders of the BJP are saying that this Bill is to bring morality into politics. Can | ask the
Home Minister a question? When he was the Home Minister of Gujarat, he was arrested. Did
he uphold morality at that time?” Mr. Venugopal asked.
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“UISITT & T 68 8 & 1 I8 380 Iomifa § Afdear am & faw 81 oo & et § ue vard
UD qHdT §? 99 d ORI & eHHT &, 99 3= FRUIR foram a1 o1l 1 314 39 I8 Afaddr
1 uTaH T 412" uFTITe A 4T |

e Mr. Shah promptly responded by accusing the then-Congress government at the Centre of
leveling false allegations.
ot 718 A IR SIaTd Gd gU I TG D1 HIUH WRHR W IS 3R A BT SRIT R

o ‘| want to set the record straight. Fake allegations were levelled against me, but despite that, |
abided by morality and ethics and not only resigned but did not accept any constitutional post
until | was cleared of all charges,” the Home Minister said.
B RpIE B! ATH HAT Fred g1 TR FIs S 3MRIY T 7Y, Afs $9% dracg A Afadsdr
3R AR BT UTeH 5T SR 9 Had xiH! 391 9fes 99 dF H18 JauTd Ug WHR el
forar 59 a6 o & Tt SRIUT & gaa =18t gafT,” gHa A Fell

o “The Constitution is being amended to turn this country into a police state,” warned Mr.
Owaisi.
e H TN HRb S0 o Bl Yoy 9 & gaalt off g1 6, St 3 =arai

o “The Bill opens the door for political misuse,” said Mr. Tewari.
g fadge Jeifdd geUaNT &1 exaTen @iadl §,” faard 3 &gl

e Accusing the government of bringing the Bills in “undue haste”, Revolutionary Socialist Party
MP N.K. Premchandran said, “These Bills are not being introduced as per the procedures of
the House... They have not even been circulated to members.”
IR R “SAEAD Aeamar | f[A9Te® A HT 3RIY T g, HifdHRT WIRICRE d1ef &
IS TA.3. UFeis = o, 3 i gea &1 ufharsi & oaR Ux el fpu M ¥ ... 3% Jewl
I% Ugaral a% el T |1

www.patrioticias.in

Government of Union Territories (Amendment) Bill,
2025

* Amends the Government of Union Territories Act, 1963.
* Applies mainly to Puducherry, which is the only UT (besides Delhi and J&K separately
covered) with an elected legislature.

Key Provisions

* [f a Chief Minister or Minister of a UT is detained for 30 consecutive days for a
serious criminal offence (punishable with 5 years or more), their office automatically
ceases.

* The Administrator (Lieutenant Governor) must remove them, or else the removal
takes effect automatically.

» Aim: To ensure that leaders facing grave charges cannot govern from jail.

Constitution (One Hundred and Thirtieth Amendment)
Bill, 2025

* Amends Articles 75, 164, and 239AA of the Constitution.
* Covers the Prime Minister, Union Ministers, State Chief Ministers, State Ministers,
and Delhi’s elected government.
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Key Provisions

* Article 75: Prime Minister or Union Ministers lose office if detained for 30 consecutive
days.

* Article 164: Same provision extended to State Chief Ministers and State Ministers.
The Governor must remove them; if not, their post ceases automatically.

* Article 239AA: Applies the same rule to the Delhi Government (Chief Minister and
Ministers).

Special Feature

* Removal happens without conviction—detention itself is enough.
* Leaders can be reappointed after release, but they cannot hold office during detention.

Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation (Amendment) Bill,
2025

* Amends the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019, which had split the state
into UT of Jammu & Kashmir (with legislature) and UT of Ladakh (without
legislature) on 31 October 2019.

Key Provisions

* Provides a legal mechanism for removal of the Chief Minister or Minister of J&K if
detained for 30 consecutive days on serious criminal charges.
* Aligns J&K governance rules with those of States and Puducherry.

Common Legislative Intent of All Three Bills

* Integrity in Public Life: Prevent governance by leaders from jail.

e Uniform Mechanism: Establish the same rule across Centre, States, and UTs.

* Public Trust: Strengthen people’s faith in constitutional offices.

* Constitutional Morality: Bring elected leaders to the same accountability standard as
civil servants, who are suspended when detained.
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Are elected State govts. at
mercy of Governors whims
and fancies, SC asks Centre

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday asked the
Centre if elected State go-
vernments were at the
mercy of the whims and
fancies of Governors, who
could fail Bills by merely
withholding assent.

A Presidential Reference
Bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice B.R. Gavai was examin-
ing a submission by the
Centre, represented by Sol-
icitor General Tushar Meh-
ta and advocate Kanu Agar-
wal, that State Bills would
lapse if Governors with-
held assent to proposed
laws presented to them for
approval under Article 200
of the Constitution.

“So, are Governors be-
ing given total powers to sit
in appeal over the elected
representatives? This way,
if Bills are failed by Gover-
nors, governments formed
by majority will be at the
mercy of their whims and
fancies,” Chief Justice Ga-
vai quizzed Mr. Mehta’s in-
terpretation of Article 200.

“To be used sparingly’
Mr. Mehta said the power
of a Governor to withhold
assent was meant to be
used sparingly, especially
when a State Bill frustrated
the very democratic will of
the nation, or violated fun-
damental rights.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal interjected to point
out that if a Governor had
the power to lapse a Bill by
withholding assent, the
same logic would apply to
the President of India un-
der Article 111

“The President can also
withhold and fail Bills
passed in Parliament,” Mr.
Sibal submitted.

The Solicitor General ar-
gued that a Governor had

‘To be used sparingly’

s & i

Q Are
Governors

being given total
powers to sit in appeal
over the elected
representatives?

B.R. GAVAI

Chief Justice of India

“four” options under Arti-
cle 200. Besides the op-
tions of granting assent to
the Bill, withholding assent
to the Bill due to which the
proposed law lapses, and
reserving the Bill for con-
sideration to the President
in the substantive part of
the Constitutional provi-
sion, the proviso to the Ar-
ticle allowed the Governor
to exercise a “fourth” op-
tion, that is, to return the
Bill to the State Legislative
Assembly. If the Assembly
re-passed the Bill, the Go-
vernor would be bound to
grant assent, the law offic-
er contended. In such cas-
es, the Governor could not
withhold the Bill, though
he could refer it to the Pre-
sident on the ground of re-
pugnancy.

‘Not a sanctum’

High Constitutional auth-
orities, including the Presi-
dent and Governors, were
presumed to act within the
law and uphold the dignity
of their offices, Mr. Mehta
said. Governors were not
“nobodies”, he submitted.
They were representatives
of the President, who was
bound by the aid and ad-
vice of the Union Cabinet,
which represented the in-
terests of the nation. “Go-

vernorship is not a sanc-
tum for retired politicians,”
Mr. Mehta said.

But the Chief Justice
asked the Solicitor General
whether, over the years,
the expectations of the
Founding Fathers and
Mothers regarding these
Constitutional functionar-
ies had actually been ful-
filled.

Justice Narasimha rea-
soned that Constitutional
interpretation by courts
could not be idealistic. Jud-
icial review had to take into
account the present-day
realities. Governors and
Speakers were idealistical-
ly considered high offices,
presumed to function
within the law, but the
flood of litigation said oth-
erwise.

The judge referred to
the cases filed in the top
court under the anti-defec-
tion law (the Tenth Sche-
dule of the Constitution).

The Tenth Schedule was
introduced with the best
intentions and with ideal
expectations about the
high office of the Speaker,
Justice Narasimha said. But
views had changed over
the years.

“Constitutional  inter-
pretation cannot be static,”
Justice Narasimha ob-
served.

Mr. Mehta enumerated
instances when Governors
were not bound by the aid
and advice of the State Ca-
binet.

“We have seen how, in
some cases, the Governors
have exercised their discre-
tion and end up in litiga-
tion in the top court,” the
CJl responded.

The Solicitor General
dismissed them as “aberra-
tions”. It was “hazardous
to interpret the Constitu-
tion based on aberra-
tions”, Mr. Mehta said.

_|_

Are elected State govts. at
mercy of Governors’ whims
and fancies, SC asks Centre

w1 gt I IWReR
ISTUTA! B FIHT 3R gD
wRARE g asdAsz
PG

The Supreme Court on Wednesday
asked the Centre if elected State
governments were at the mercy of the
whims and fancies of Governors, who
could fail Bills by merely withholding
assent.

A B¢ A FUIR DI H5 A BT & |
fraffea Isg TReR ISsuuTel S AAETT
3R T wR AR B, <t paa dedt
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. A Presidential Reference Bench headed by
Chief Justice B.R. Gavai was examining a
submission by the Centre, represented by Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta and advocate Kanu
Agarwal, that State Bills would lapse if Governors
withheld assent to proposed laws presented to
them for approval under Article 200 of the
Constitution.

@1 A= ot 3R, 198 1 3rexedl arell U
rgufa HeH @i bg 3 Te gefidl R faaR R 6
o, ST ufafidia wifiRiey 99 Ra quiR dgdr
3R TP e ST AT A fasan, forad &1 man f
gfe IAeTuTe HAUH & e3¢ 200 b dgd Wipid b
fore TR vRaTfad BIAT Bl HoR &7 ¥ DR R
& ITou fadues T 81 S|

. “So, are Governors being given total powers
to sit in appeal over the elected representatives?

This way, if Bills are failed by Governors, governments formed by majority will be at the mercy
of their whims and fancies,” Chief Justice Gavai quizzed Mr. Mehta’s interpretation of Article

200.

<3 1 It & fRaffed ufafaftrn & SR ordta & 9o o1 ot wifad < o 38 82 39 @G,
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Mr. Mehta said the power of a Governor to withhold assent was meant to be used sparingly,
especially when a State Bill frustrated the very democratic will of the nation, or violated
fundamental rights.

ot gdT A Fel o TsauTa Bt Wil A B Xfad BT ITANRT FoHYdD fHar ST o, faRivas
TS OIS P Iod (A8 AP B ABdlND 0T P R BT & IT WD SHUBRI BT Ieeiod
IRAT

Senior advocate Kapil Sibal interjected to point out that if a Governor had the power to lapse
a Bill by withholding assent, the same logic would apply to the President of India under
Article 111.

IRy sifiqaa wfa Risaa = gaaU FHRd g I8 A1 fohan i afe Isaura o oy Aot
e forlt fa8ges b1 GHT B3 1 Qe g, ol Ig1 b HRA P IIPUFA W TG 111 P

d8d AL BRI

“The President can also withhold and fail Bills passed in Parliament,” Mr. Sibal submitted.
<Tgufa Hf He & uilkd fadae] &1 A Yavd & IR I8 3Tl B obd o,” 4t Risser A el
The Solicitor General argued that a Governor had “four” options under Article 200. Besides
the options of granting assent to the Bill, withholding assent to the Bill due to which the
proposed law lapses, and reserving the Bill for consideration to the President in the
substantive part of the Constitutional provision, the proviso to the Article allowed the
Governor to exercise a “fourth” option, that is, to return the Bill to the State Legislative
Assembly. If the Assembly re-passed the Bill, the Governor would be bound to grant assent,
the law officer contended. In such cases, the Governor could not withhold the Bill, though he
could refer it to the President on the ground of repugnancy.

iferRyex SR = ad fan i Isaurd & U Sigwde 200 & dgd ‘IR’ fadwed gid § 1 fadas
B AR &, FadRaes 3 et e RO TR B TEI 81 S 8, TR fade o yufa
& TR RAEd T & faaved! & oramal, g & WAy A JIsauTd &1 T 1T fadme
foa, srufq fadass o) s faumaHT &1 dermn afe a3 fadas &) fhr 3 uila w2
fean, at Iroaure &1 Gl ¢ & T 18 8141 IS, BT SHUBRY A adb faan| T8 amHdl 1,
U I8 B A Tof obd, i d 34U SR & YR W APAM B VS Thd! 3|

‘Not a sanctum’

High Constitutional authorities, including the President and Governors, were presumed to
act within the law and uphold the dignity of their offices, Mr. Mehta said. Governors were not
“nobodies”, he submitted. They were representatives of the President, who was bound by the
aid and advice of the Union Cabinet, which represented the interests of the nation.
“Governorship is not a sanctum for retired politicians,” Mr. Mehta said.

ot Figdn 1 Pl b APuf IR IsguTal Sfed I= HautFe Wi J Stan &1 & g fos 3
BT & R 1 B 3R 30 TSH T IRAT §TE TG | AT IS TeP T8l 8, Il bl A

& gfaffy g, < 1y & Rt o1 wfaffia o= archt S ifisd @ garg ik g
| 99 &1 “ISuuTe BT Ug AaTfAg IeMarsdt & fore Hig ufas v 78 8,7 ot Agar A wan

But the Chief Justice asked the Solicitor General whether, over the years, the expectations of

the Founding Fathers and Mothers regarding these Constitutional functionaries had actually

been fulfilled.

A Tor granefer 3 Fifeiex SR A U1 fob ot anf & GRM 37 JauTe uerieial &

ey & wfaem= frafarsit ot smemt arda o g g2 8

Justice Narasimha reasoned that Constitutional interpretation by courts could not be

idealistic. Judicial review had to take into account the present-day realities. Governors and

Speakers were idealistically considered high offices, presumed to function within the law, but

the flood of litigation said otherwise.

aragfe FRRveT 3 7 foan i sraradl gRT aue are siexfard! gt g1 gt | e
! AT aRATaPH TSt B & B QAT A | ITurelt SR Ui i el &

fﬁqs%ﬁg?ww T, 58 ST & iR ST HAT A1 ST o1, A GheHl &1 a6 $©
I

The judge referred to the cases filed in the top court under the anti-defection law (the Tenth
Schedule of the Constitution).
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e The Tenth Schedule was introduced with the best intentions and with ideal expectations about
the high office of the Speaker, Justice Narasimha said. But views had changed over the
years.

grfef RT3 w1 & cudl syt & ataw el iR quTIfd & 3= ug & IR H oee
et & Ty U forar T UT| AfeH auf # faeR sgd Uy

e “Constitutional interpretation cannot be static,” Justice Narasimha observed.
“FauTe e fRR T8 81 adl,” aragfd Rt 3 w31

e Mr. Mehta enumerated instances when Governors were not bound by the aid and advice of
the State Cabinet.

gﬁﬁwﬁmmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁwmwrﬁﬁwﬁwaﬁimﬁaﬂﬁ
|

¢ “We have seen how, in some cases, the Governors have exercised their discretion and end
up in litigation in the top court,” the CJI responded.

“gHA <1 | {6 o5 Amal §, Isqural 7 $uA fades &1 IudiT fan oiR Fate =amaray o
ghcharel H By TY,” G <reisr A Sard fea|

e The Solicitor General dismissed them as “aberrations”. It was “hazardous to interpret the
Constitution based on aberrations”, Mr. Mehta said.

TifIRYeR SFRA A I8 “3MUdIe” Heh WISl B T | AU Pt TRSAT HI 3UdTE] &b TR
R FRAT GRS 3, o Agdl 3 el
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Uttarakhand Assembly
clears amendments to
UCC, anti-conversion Bills

5-day session ends in two days; House adjourned sine die amid Oppn. protests seeking debate on

di%aster management, law and order situation; 9 Bills, including on minority education, get passage

NEW DELHI

n a stormy Monsoon
l Session marked by

protests, the Uttarak-
hand Assembly on Wed-
nesday cleared nine key
Bills, including amend-
ments to the Uniform Civil
Code (UCC), the Freedom
of Religion and Prohibition
of Unlawful Conversion
(Amendment) Bill, and the
Minority Education Bill.

The five-day session that
began on August 19 at Gair-
sain, the State’s summer
capital, concluded sine die
within two days, with the
Opposition demanding a
debate on the State’s disas-
ter management and law
and order situation under
Rule 310, citing the flash
floods in Dharali, where 68
people are still missing,
and the alleged abduction
of five Congress panchayat
members during the re-
cent panchayat polls.

The Uniform Civil Code
(Amendment) Bill, 2025 in-
troduced changes to the
UCC, which came into
force earlier this year. Key

The five-day Monsoon Session of the Assembly began on August 19
at Gairsain, the summer capital of Uttarakhand. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

amendments included in-
creasing the punishment
for those in illegal live-in
relationships and extend-
ing the registration period
for marriage from six
months to one year.

Stricter penalty

The Freedom of Religion
and Prohibition of Unlaw-
ful Conversion (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2025 was also
passed, allowing jail sen-
tences ranging from three
years to life imprisonment
for individuals found guilty
of forced conversions. Pre-
viously, the maximum jail
term for forced conversion
was 10 years.

The Bill defines “allure-
ment” as any “gift, gratifi-
cation, easy money, or ma-
terial benefit, whether in
cash or kind, employment,
or by invoking divine dis-
pleasure”. Human traffick-
ing and threats to life
would attract jail terms
from 20 years to life impri-
sonment under the Bill.

The Minority Education
Bill, 2025 faced the most
opposition but was even-
tually passed. It aims to ex-
tend benefits of minority
status to educational insti-
tutions run by Sikh, Jain,
Christian, Parsi, and Budd-
hist communities.

With passage of the Bill,

all madrasas in the State
will have to seek affiliation
with the Uttarakhand Edu-
cation Board by July 1,
2026, and apply for minor-
ity status with the Uttarak-
hand State Authority for
Minority Education. Only if
the conditions are fulfilled
will the institution be
granted minority educa-
tional status; otherwise, all
unrecognised madrasas
will be shut down.

During the session, the
Assembly also cleared the
Supplementary Appropria-
tion Bill, 2025, the Uttarak-
hand-Uttar Pradesh Shri
Badrinath and Shri Kedar-
nath Temples (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2025, the Utta-
rakhand Private
Universities (Amendment)
Bill, 2025, the Uttarakhand
Witness Protection Repeal
Bill, 2025, the Uttarakhand
Panchayati Raj (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2025, and the
Uttarakhand Loktantra Se-
nani Samman Bill, 2025.

Supplementary de-
mands of ¥5,315.37 crore
from grants for 2025-26
were passed by voice vote
without discussion.

Uttarakhand Assembly clears amendments to UCC, anti-
conversion Bills
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5-day session ends in two days; House adjourned sine-die amid Oppn.
protests seeking debate on disaster management, law and order situation; 9
Bills, including on minority education, get passage

5-feaxita O 9t fo=1 9 JuTw; STueT gaeM, STH-S0awT R 989 31 77 Y
ﬁgﬂ;ﬁ;ﬁ%ﬁﬁu%ﬁamaﬁma?mwﬁa; TS R A g3
9

e In a stormy Monsoon Session marked by protests, the Uttarakhand Assembly on
Wednesday cleared nine key Bills, including amendments to the Uniform Civil Code (UCC),
the Freedom of Religion and Prohibition of Unlawful Conversion (Amendment) Bill, and
the Minority Education Bill.

Ty TRl @ R T QT AR 9 § YR &) SIS fRU=aHT 3 9 U g
TR forg, fos Tam Arfies ifgan (geited) & dxiem, ol ot wadsra e sray yufavor
ey @=meE) fadus, iR s e fadus Wi |1

o The five-day session that began on August 19 at Gairsain, the State’s summer capital,
concluded sine die within two days, with the Opposition demanding a debate on the State’s
disaster management and law and order situation under Rule 310, citing the flash floods in
Dharali, where 68 people are still missing, and the alleged abduction of five Congress
panchayat members during the recent panchayat polls.

19 3T DI AT B WSHBTA AT ARV H Y= gan urd fawita o af feml & ofier &t
sff¥aeTa & forg wifira o faar mar, faue 3 fHaw 310 & T8d ITo9 & 3MUeT TEeH SR
HTA-TTIT R T8 B AN Bt URTeh & 1S 1 &1 garan foar srgi st off 68 @ wroan &
3R gIferan Uamrad gATd! & SR ST & Uit Uardd AGwl & HiUd U BT g I3[

¢ The Uniform Civil Code (Amendment) Bill, 2025 introduced changes to the UCC, which
came into force earlier this year. Key amendments included increasing the punishment for
those in illegal live-in relationships and extending the registration period for marriage
from six months to one year.

U AN Wfgar (@=ier) fadaes, 2025 ¥ 59 99 o1 Yoama & ar] gs TN & g
foram T | U HRneE § rae fora-gT wael I <iie a1 9ol ST 3R fadTg st T
Aty ! T A A TH a9 =1 A 3|

e Stricter penalty
Fol el

¢ The Freedom of Religion and Prohibition of Unlawful Conversion (Amendment) Bill,
2025 was also passed, allowing jail sentences ranging from three years to life
imprisonment for individuals found guilty of forced conversions. Previously, the
maximum jail term for forced conversion was 10 years.

o 1 Tadsrar ve rdy ewmfarur Ay (@=iter) fadaes, 2025 +ff uiivd gon, oo sagd®
YATAROI & SIS & forT i AT & AP MTelia PRI dP B! Gl BT Wad foar T
Ugd IAYde YATGRUT Bt Hferpad Torm 10 af <t

¢ The Bill defines “allurement” as any “gift, gratification, easy money, or material benefit,
whether in cash or kind, employment, or by invoking divine displeasure”. Human
trafficking and threats to life would attract jail terms from 20 years to life imprisonment
under the Bill.

fadg® & “gatu & fooddt o “QUeR, v, S U a1 Wi ey, 9Te Feve a1 9,
ISR 7 fas U b1 gaTal ¢y URHING fordm 7T | AT avepal 3iR Sitad & forg
¥ o1 T & 20 1T A AR SMTSaT BRI P! ol BT UG g

o The Minority Education Bill, 2025 faced the most opposition but was eventually passed. It
aims to extend benefits of minority status to educational institutions run by Sikh, Jain,
Christian, Parsi, and Buddhist communities.

SeRiE® e Ay, 2025 & TaQ el ARy a1 UST Af1 3idd: UTd g1 11| 39T
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o With passage of the Bill, all madrasas in the State will have to seek affiliation with the
Uttarakhand Education Board by July 1, 2026, and apply for minority status with the
Uttarakhand State Authority for Minority Education. Only if the conditions are fulfilled will the
institution be granted minority educational status; otherwise, all unrecognised madrasas will
be shut down.

fadge oIk g & 91 81 o & T T &1 1 JdTs, 2026 06 STIRIES 1R1&T 918 o
TGl A1 1T SR FTRIES IS e FRI&T URHRUN ¥ SRS Gof & (oY 3G
HRAT G| Had X G 81 TR B IR P SeTRedds Qe golt e, St wt srar=ar
UTe HETH §ig B AU S|
e During the session, the Assembly also cleared the Supplementary Appropriation Bill, 2025,
the Uttarakhand-Uttar Pradesh Shri Badrinath and Shri Kedarnath Temples
(Amendment) Bill, 2025, the Uttarakhand Private Universities (Amendment) Bill, 2025,
the Uttarakhand Witness Protection Repeal Bill, 2025, the Uttarakhand Panchayati Raj
(Amendment) Bill, 2025, and the Uttarakhand Loktantra Senani Samman Bill, 2025.
T & SR AU auT 3§ RS
ft FerATY HieR (=) fada®, 2025, WIS el fayfaamey @=nem) fadas,
2025, ITARTWS TATE &N AR fA9a®, 2025, ITRRES UM I (J=MeH) f[adas,
2025, 3R IWRIES Arbad A1 T fadad, 2025 &1 off o |

o Supplementary demands of ¥5,315.37 crore from grants for 2025-26 were passed by
voice vote without discussion.

2025-26 & [ATU 25,315.37 BRIS B YR Hidl (o1 gai & df= Td I IR DI TS|

HC refuses closure of
slaughterhouses for 9
days durmg Jain festival

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

The Bombay High Court on
Wednesday declined to
grant urgent relief to Jain
charitable trusts seeking a
nine-day closure of slaught-
erhouses in Mumbai during
the ongoing Jain festival,
Paryushan Parv. The court
said while it respects the
community’s sentiments, it
cannot pass such an order
without statutory backing.
A Division Bench of
Chief Justice Alok Aradhe
and Justice Sandeep Marne
was hearing a batch of peti-
tions filed by Sheth Motish-
aw Lalbaug Jain Charities,
Shwetambar  Murtipujak
Tapagachha Jain Sangh
Trust, Sheth Bherulalji Ka-

niyalalji Kothari Religious
Trust, and Shree Tapagach-
ha Uday Kalyan Jain Shwe-
tambar Murtipujak Trust
challenging the Brihan-
mumbai Municipal Corpo-
ration’s (BMC) August 14 or-
der, which permits closure
of slaughterhouses only on
August 24 and August 27
(Ganesh Chaturthi).

“We respect your senti-
ments. But tell us, from
where do you derive the
right to ask for slaughter-
houses to be closed for 10
days? You are seeking a writ
of mandamus. For that,
there has to be a mandate
in law. Where is the law?
Where does it say that that
slaughterhouses must be
closed for 10 days?” the
Bench said.

faferaT fadue, 2025, ITRRES-IR U2 St 1Y 3

HC refuses closure of
slaughterhouses for 9 days
during Jain festival

W4 ud & ER1 9 e & fore
TAICIEISY §¢ B4 A IS pIc A
sIoR fhar

The Bombay High Court on Wednesday
declined to grant urgent relief to Jain
charitable trusts seeking a nine-day closure
of slaughterhouses in Mumbai during the
ongoing Jain festival, Pa%qshan Parv.

9 BIEHIE 1 §UTR &I 9 INSTT Twel &)
ATPTIID I8d e § FAPR H feT, forgia
Hag # T v 9 ud ugwor ud & SR 9 fa
TP TACXEISY a6 P+ I A 31 A

e The court said while it respects the community’s

sentiments, it cannot pass such an order without
statutory backing.

3fTad I Bl & 98 TG B UGS BT JHH PRl 8,
%mmmasmwmmﬁaﬂ
|
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o A Division Bench of Chief Justice Alok Aradhe and Justice Sandeep Marne was hearing a
batch of petitions filed by Sheth Motishaw Lalbaug Jain Charities, Shwetambar
Murtipujak Tapagachha Jain Sangh Trust, Sheth Bherulalji Kaniyalalji Kothari Religious
Trust, and Shree Tapagachha Uday Kalyan Jain Shwetambar Murtipujak Trust
challenging the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation’s (BMC) August 14 order, which
permits closure of slaughterhouses only on August 24 and August 27 (Ganesh Chaturthl)

T rTeer STe® SRTE SR arayfd W o 1 fEdiee 99 7 37 arfoeist & agg
gﬂ?ﬂéﬁ e A WA= draanT 99 IR, %Wqﬁ‘rwmﬁqmm !a'o'
HeaTersll Hiararast HreRt ufife gwe ik i TURTS Iga Hearur 9 aisR Jfdgers
T A SRR a1 1| A ATt ge=ias R A (SIumRil) & 14 3FRd & SIS &I AN &
g:ﬂﬁ fOrT TATCRETIY Had 24 SR 3R 27 AR (0r=T TG ) o1 o B Bt 3afa &

I

o “We respect your sentiments. But tell us, from where do you derive the right to ask for
slaughterhouses to be closed for 10 days? You are seeking a writ of mandamus. For that,
there has to be a mandate in law. Where is the law? Where does it say that slaughterhouses
must be closed for 10 days?” the Bench said.

B 3D UIGT3{ T T Hd & | A IaIZT, 3HTIH! gl 9 T8 ISR firear g f& om
Wi[eGIS™ B 10 fal deb e B b1 AT B2 30 AsHHA e &1 A B E &1 59 o
BT H U WY UG 81 dA1eT| BT el 82 Bl o ¢ [ Wieersy 10 fef & fow sig
fhu a7 §F A HTl

Mandamus
e The term ‘Mandamus’ is a Latin word which means “We Command”.

‘HeAw v et g &, T 31 § g ey & &

e |tis a command issued by a court to a public authority, tribunal, corporation, or
inferior court, compelling them to perform a duty which they are legally bound to
do but have either refused or failed to perform.

g T IS § S B ey gany R wrdafad wiftraor, srftreor, faers, ar
fa=el srgrera 1 SR 3R Sar &, IEd 30¢ ST ded e & v arew e
1T ¢ O A FHE T F F AT aew §, W 3w e aer Rwr ¥ oar g
et & g

e |t is a constitutional remedy available for the enforcement of fundamental rights
and legal duties.

o Ig Alfdw AFRT R FEEEAT FAeal o1 6] e & AU 3ucey v waufas
U ¢
Key Features of the Writ of Mandamus

Hzarw e 1 yoge Rdwamw

e |tisa command or order issued by a competent court to a public official or public

body to perform a statutory or constitutional duty.
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Tg Uh QA ¢ S H&TH AT GaNT fordll Fdaifeier IOFRT AT oo e
F 305 dufas a1 GINfAs FdcT N [ A & v 7 S

It is issued against public authorities, including:

I% Re frafaf@a araafas nfteton & fasger S i o wed 8

e Government officials
R TSR
e Public corporations
Agfaes A
e Tribunals
ST TOT/3T8RR FIrATTeRIoT
e Inferior courts
el 3rererd
e Statutory bodies
Jufaes Aer

When Mandamus Can Be Issued

Az Fa I AT ST EFar g

e When a public authority fails to perform a public or statutory duty.
T IS WSS TITAHIOT YT AIdSATed AT 4TS Facd o & RAwe @ar

el
e When a duty is imposed by the Constitution, statute, rules, or regulations.
ST sheiey Wi, Fge, T, ar Rfat & qga oo fear @ e
e |[f there is no alternate remedy available to the petitioner.
9 AIRFRAT F I g dFfeud IUT Yol Al a1
e To enforce public duties and protect legal rights.
* FlaSIfed Feedl H AN] I AR FeEh FAFRT A wrd v
Conditions Under Which Mandamus Cannot Be Issued
ar aR et e Azaw sy w1t B o aar
e Against a private individual or body

Y e =afea a1 P & [aw

e Mandamus is not available against private entities who do not owe a public or
statutory duty.
#Hsaw 3 sl femat @X oy w1E1 B o wdefas ar dwnfas waer & faw arex

R
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To enforce departmental instructions

it fadet & e et & faw

Cannot be used to compel actions under administrative instructions that do not
have statutory backing.

30 0 werefae Adeai & o e & fAT 39Aler FE R S " S o
dufas gadsr adi g

When the duty is discretionary, not mandatory

9 Facy Fawreher @ar §, et ad

If the duty involves discretion, mandamus cannot be issued.

gfe Facy H faa® &1 dea g, ar Asag FRY F8F i 31 Gl

To enforce contractual obligations

&% & dgd frT 1T sl Y o] A & faw

Mandamus is not applicable in purely contractual matters unless the contract has
statutory or public elements.

Y T & ey IuTRT A A ASAG o] 76T glel o9 e o 38 e A
dufas a1 adsfas daa s &l

Against the President of India or Governors of States

HR & Tregafal a1 TsgTal & favey

As per Article 361 of the Constitution, the President and Governors enjoy
immunity from court proceedings during their term in office.

TfatneT & HTede 361 % IO, Wegufd 3R TSIl F 379F FRFA F SR
=% FEafRat § geurd B

Against judges acting in judicial capacity

OIS STAAT A S FT @ e & e

Chief Justices or judges of High Courts or lower courts cannot be subjected to
mandamus for actions taken in judicial capacity.

1§ FIC a1 el gl & qEw g a1 AwEh ) 39S FakE FwEts
T Hsa| o) Fgr &1 dehal|
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Protest erupts in Diphu against
Assam govt.s move to transfer
tribal land to corporate houses

The Hindu Bureau

Protesters alleged

firm registered in Kolkata.

GUWAHATI that the BJP-led Dima Hasao is also a Sixth
Karbi Anglong Schedule area.

Scores of people took to _— Assam Jatiya Parishad

the streets in Diphu, the Autonomous District president Lurinjyoti Gogoi,

headquarters of central As-
sam’s Karbi Anglong dis-
trict, on Wednesday to
protest the Assam govern-
ment’s move to hand over
tribal land to large corpo-
rate houses.

Karbi Anglong is one of
three regions in Assam un-
der the Sixth Schedule of
the Constitution of India,
which safeguards tribal
rights and grants autono-
my to the local govern-
ment. Diphu is about 240
km east of Guwahati.

Led by All-Party Hills
Leaders Conference presi-
dent Jones Ingti Kathar, the

Council is ignoring
the interests of the
tribal communities

protesters shouted slogans
against Tuliram Ronghang,
the Chief Executive Mem-
ber of the Bharatiya Janata
Party-led Karbi Anglong
Autonomous District
Council. The protest as-
sumed significance after a
judge of the Gauhati High
Court expressed shock ov-
er the Assam government
allotting 3,000 bighas of
land in the adjoining Dima
Hasao district to a private

who joined the rally, ac-
cused Mr. Ronghang of col-
luding with corporate enti-
ties and betraying the
interests of the tribal and
indigenous communities of
Karbi Anglong.

“While the head of the
council builds a lavish
house worth ¥200 crore,
the tribal people of this hill
district are forced to live in
crude, makeshift houses.
The BJP is jeopardising the
cultural and economic
identity of the hill com-
munities by handing over
land to the corporate hous-
es,” he said.

Protest erupts in Diphu against Assam govt.’s move to

transfer tribal land to corporate houses

3RTH PR §RT TSI Y B HIURE TR & Jiu &

FeH & e 3% o fariy wexl= ys@n

Scores of people took to the streets in Diphu, the headquarters of central
Assam’s Karbi Anglong district, on Wednesday to protest the Assam
government’s move to hand over tribal land to large corporate houses.
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&
TR I AT ATfh 3T WRBR §RI eI qﬁaﬁa%muﬁzmaﬁﬁuﬁ%
FeH 3 faRiy H o |

Karbi Anglong is one of three regions in Assam under the Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution of India, which safeguards tribal rights and grants autonomy to the local
government. Diphu is about 240 km east of Guwahati.

B AT 3H & i &8 F J TH § off YR & WAy &1 St SREEt & Sfavid 31 g,
S ST ISR B & HRAT § AR RIFG WBR B! W] e Rl ¢ | FEw Targrdt
J AT 240 fpranfier ¢d & Ry g

Led by All-Party Hills Leaders Conference president Jones Ingti Kathar, the protesters
shouted slogans against Tuliram Ronghang, the Chief Executive Member of the Bharatiya
Janata Party-led Karbi Anglong Autonomous District Council. The protest assumed
significance after a judge of the Gauhati High Court expressed shock over the Assam
government allotting 3,000 bighas of land in the adjoining Dima Hasao district to a private
firm registered in Kolkata. Dima Hasao is also a Sixth Schedule area.
3HTeT-uTd] FR e b & 38l ST SIelt YR & g J YGHSIRA! A gelRry
BT, STt YR SI-1aT UTel & A aTal HRal AT W foren ufvug & gu1 SRt
e ¢, & FIars IR T | faRiy a9 $iR We@yul 81 71 59 [a18Tel 18 dIc & Udh rnesr
7 3 WRBR gRI ¢ gU ST gTameit fora & Siarar 4 usiigd U Asit ot &' 3,000
e yfty safed A W sy ara foran) S granasit off te S SRt AT B

Assam Jatiya Parishad president Lurinjyoti Gogoi, who joined the rally, accused Mr.
Ronghang of colluding with corporate entities and betraying the interests of the tribal and
indigenous communities of Karbi Anglong.

3N ST ufue & ede MNE, fSreia Yot & |7 form, 3 o T8 R HiaRe
TRT3ft & 1Y AT B R BT TGN B oI 3R Weh ggerl & R 3
fAYTTETd B BT SR AT

“While the head of the council builds a lavish house worth 200 crore, the tribal people of this
hill district are forced to live in crude, makeshift houses. The BJP is jeopardising the cultural
and economic identity of the hill communities by handing over land to the corporate houses,”
he said.

9 URYE BT T €200 BNS BT AR AH &1 361 €, 9 39 UgTe! fa & sifearft anr
Fd, ST BRI T 67 ) ASTaR | | UTSTUT Yf¥ &1 HIART BRI B WU UgTe! Tl o
Aiepfads R e Tear &1 Wk # S1d LT 2,” I Hgll
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In Moscow, Jaishankar
flags challenges that tarifts
pose to India-Russia trade

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

In the backdrop of U.S. Pre-
sident Donald Trump’s im-
position of penalty tariffs
on India, External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar on
Wednesday in Moscow
raised the challenge posed
by “tariff and non-tariff
trade barriers” against
Russia-India trade and
called for the “early con-
clusion” of a Free Trade
Agreement between India
and the countries of the
Eurasian region.

Mr. Jaishankar made the
remarks during the 26"
Session of the India-Russia
Inter-Government Com-
mission for Trade, Eco-
nomic, Scientific, Techno-
logical and  Cultural
Cooperation (IRIGC-TEC)
where the Russian side was
being led by First Deputy
Prime Minister of Russia
Denis Manturov.

Delivering his opening
remarks, Mr. Jaishankar
said some of the main is-
sues before the IRIGC-TEC

Timely ties: S. Jaishankar with Denis Manturov during a meeting in
Moscow on Wednesday. PTi

were “tariff and non-tariff
trade barriers, removing
bottlenecks in logistics,
promoting connectivity,
and effecting payment me-
chanisms smoothly”.

Free trade pact

He said Wednesday’s meet-
ing in Moscow also final-
ised the terms of reference
of the India-Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union Free Trade
Agreement of which Russia
has been a leading propo-
nent as it aims at removing
obstacles for overland
trade among Russia, Chi-

na, India and the Central
Asian countries.

“..We are all acutely
aware that we are meeting
in the backdrop of a com-
plex geopolitical situation.
Our leaders remain closely
and regularly engaged,”
Mr. Jaishankar said indi-
rectly referring to the
trade-related anxieties in
India-U.S. relations.

India’s trade with Russia
grew from $13 billion in
2021 to $68 billion in 2024-
25. The bulk of this trade is
in hydrocarbon that Russia
supplies to India.
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In Moscow, Jaishankar flags challenges that tariffs pose to
India-Russia trade

Wﬁ, SORIBR A HRA-FH IR TR ¢ gRT IUA

In the backdrop of U.S. President Donald Trump’s imposition of penalty tariffs
on India, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar on Wednesday in Moscow
raised the challenge posed by “tariff and non-tariff trade barriers” against
Russia-India trade and called for the “early conclusion” of a Free Trade
Agreement between Ind[a and the countries of the Eurasian region.
et pufa SATeS §U §RT HRA W SSTa® R @ 3t ggyfi #, fagsr
T} T, SRR A JUAR $ AED] § YRA-FF AR & f¥amw «eRw 3w k-
¢RNw R FreTsil” A ITF A Bl So™T 3R YR T4T TREA &7 & =0 &
aH god R JuEi & <=M e 1 sge feam

e Mr. Jaishankar made the remarks during the 26th Session of the India-Russia Inter-
Government Commission for Trade, Economic, Scientific, Technological and Cultural
Cooperation (IRIGC-TEC) where the Russian side was being led by First Deputy Prime
Minister of Russia Denis Manturov.

SRR A 5 W YRA-FH SHeR-IRBRI AR, S, aqn-s, meaifeig o
TRPpfaw TEART ATANT (IRIGC-TEC) ¥ 269 TF & SR DI, Tl 4! U& HT g TH b
UYH IU YU ST HigRa o 3% 3

o Delivering his opening remarks, Mr. Jaishankar said some of the main issues before the
IRIGC-TEC were “tariff and non-tariff trade barriers, removing bottlenecks in logistics,
promoting connectivity, and effecting payment mechanisms smoothly”.

3T IGHTE HTYUT H SARIBR - B8l f& IRIGC-TEC & ITHA 7 T, & — R 3R IR-eRw
IR FUTY, AR H FPBIaC gR HRAT, BTG e Bl FGIaT ST 3R YA o7 Bl AR
0 Y ARLHATI”

o Free trade pact
Had ATUR

o He said Wednesday’s meeting in Moscow also finalised the terms of reference of the India-
Eurasian Economic Union Free Trade Agreement of which Russia has been a leading
proponent as it aims at removing obstacles for overland trade among Russia, China, India
and the Central Asian countries.

I8 Fel o JUaR B ATD! S T HRG-GIRMA i T god saraR Jugia ot
e zraf ot oft sifom = fean man, forae &1 uga I9de 381 § Hifes 39@T 3539 9, 9,
YR 3R ey TR 3= & o9 ey IR & a1ersh &1 @R HRAT 8

o “..We are all acutely aware that we are meeting in the backdrop of a complex geopolitical
situation. Our leaders remain closely and regularly engaged,” Mr. Jaishankar said indirectly
referring to the trade-related anxieties in India-U.S. relations.

«.. g9 g 3rdl TR W § 1 g Sifeat Yoo fRufa &) gyyfar & fire 1@ €1 AR
e SR Fafld U ¥ 98 gU 8, SaRiax 3 &al, Sl Qe ©0 ¥ URd-3MReT
Tae o IR ¥ i Riarsit &1 e < ) A

India’s trade with Russia grew from $13 billion in 2021 to $68 billion in 2024-25. The
bulk of this trade is in hydrocarbon that Russia supplies to India.

YRA $TEH & 1Y ATIR 2021 H 13 3R ST I d¢DHR 2024-25 H 68 3R SIaR 5l 11|
I TR HT BT TR gTggIpra & g, o &0 URd B Myfel Har 2|
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The fact is the ECI is a commission in crisis

ndia’s first Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) Sukumar Sen (March 21, 1950 to
December 19, 1958) was a man of few
words. But he was a man of great action.
He published no memoirs but is credited with
having conducted one of the world’s largest and
most inclusive elections. His life is a lesson for
those who are now in office: History remembers
your work. Not your words or your excuses.

Reeling from a damning Supreme Court of
India’s interim order on August 14, 2025 (to
publish the names and reasons for excluding 65
lakh electors from the Bihar draft roll), and facing
a litany of questions following a game-changing
exposé by the Leader of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, the Election
Commission of India (ECI) is now facing what is
arguably the thorniest credibility crisis in its
history. And, going by the reactions to the ECI's
recent press conference on Sunday, August 17, it is
likely to get worse.

It is unclear what the ECI wanted to achieve by
holding this press conference. Oscillating
between vague self-congratulatory rhetoric to
placing the onus on political parties regarding the
integrity of voter lists, and then calling out
(without naming) the Leader of the Opposition,
with incorrect references to the law, the ECI
seemed unsure of the message that it sought to be
communicated.

Unconvincing answers

If it was to clarify the doubts with regard to the
ongoing Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls in Bihar exercise, it did not do so. If
it was to reassure voters of the sanctity of voter
rolls, it did not do so. If it was to answer the
questions with regard to voter anomalies raised
by the Opposition parties and independent
journalists, it did not do so.

What the ECI did succeed in doing was
vindicating the Opposition claim of the ECI being
neither bipartisan nor administratively savvy. The
Internet was flooded with clips of the CEC,
Gyanesh Kumar, giving unconvincing answers to
important questions.

One example was the CEC’s reason for the
ECP’s refusal to share video footage. This footage,
which is essential to identify dual voting, cannot
be given apparently on the grounds that it would
violate the privacy of women, which is

is a Member of
Parliament (Congress
party) and

an advocate

-~
Muhammad A.
Khan

is an Advocate of the
Supreme Court of
India and the
Secretary of the All
India Congress
Committee (AICC)
Law Department

The Election
Commission of
India is solely
responsible for
facing a loss of
public
confidence and
voter (rust

outrageously absurd. Here is another example.
The CEC asked why politicians raise these issues
after the election results and not when the draft
voter lists are shared with the Booth Level Agents
before the election. The answer is that electoral
fraud becomes apparent only after voting. Bogus
voter patterns can only be identified after the
results are declared. That the Chief Election
Commissioner of India does not know this is
cause for concern.

And, what the CEC did not tell the public is
how the ECI has steadfastly refused to share the
same voter list data (which it provides before an
election) after the results are declared.

Denial of data

Let us give other examples based on experience.
The first writer of this article, on behalf of his
party, the Indian National Congress, wrote to the
ECI on December 27, 2024, asking for the
electoral rolls related to Maharashtra and
Haryana. The ECI did not even bother
acknowledging the writer’s requests despite
another communication on January 17, 2025.

Given this stone walling, the writer had no
other option but to approach the Delhi High
Court. There could be no justification to deny
data which had already been provided to political
parties and the refusal of which could not be
justified by invoking any legal provision. As a
result, on February 25, 2025, notice was issued by
the Delhi High Court. On the same day, the ECI
submitted that it had directed the respective
Chief Electoral Officers (CEOs) to decide the
representation in accordance with the law and
through a speaking order. Accepting this, the
High Court imposed a time limit of three months
to decide the same.

The writers of this article appeared in person
before the Chief Electoral Officer (CEQ),
Mabharashtra (in compliance with this order),
while their colleagues appeared before the CEO,
Haryana. On May 22, 2025, the CEO,
Mabharashtra, passed his order, while the CEO,
Haryana passed his order on May 24, 2025.

Both were the same to a substantial extent.
They did not provide any voter lists but noted
that the data had already been provided before
the election (the same argument made ad
nauseum by the CEC in his defence); some of the
information was available on the website, and,

third, had a line that said to “seek additional
copies of the same documents/information
subject to compliance with the requirements of
the rules, from the respective competent
authorities under the rules”.

The response speaks for itself. Five months
after the request was first made, the ECI had
invoked every excuse that it could in order not to
provide machine-readable digital voter lists. This
was a plain and simple case of stonewalling any
meaningful scrutiny by hiding behind
bureaucratic jargon.

On the Bihar SIR, the ECI has tried a similar
strategy but with disastrous results. The ECI was
forced to reply to why it was refusing to provide
any data on the 65 lakh voters names it had
deleted. And it was forced to explain its decision
of excluding a range of widely used identification
documents, including Aadhaar.

As highlighted, the Supreme Court, on August
14, rejected the arguments presented by the ECI
to deny this data and directed that the names of
all those who had been deleted had to be
published, along with the reasons. Further, all of
this was to be in searchable mode alongwith the
Electors Photo Identification Card (EPIC). The
Court also directed that the ECI accept the
Aadhaar as a valid identification document in the
cases of the persons aggrieved.

Losing voter trust

In the press meet, the CEC spent much of the
time making remarks about the transparent
nature of the ECI's workings and its commitment
to voters. But he did not say anything about why
the ECI had to be directed to carry out its basic
duty.

The ECI has no one else to blame but itself.
This is a crisis that is entirely of its own making.

The ECI has already lost the faith of all the
major political parties except for the party that is
in power. This is an indictment in itself. The ECI
is now losing the trust of the voters that it claims
to serve.

Perhaps, this disconnect was best illustrated by
the analogy used by the CEC in his press meet
when he declared that the ECI stands with voters
like a mountain.

The CEC must remember this. In a democracy,
the people — and not the CEC - are the
mountain.

The fact is the ECI is a commission in crisis

=TS 9% ¢ % 9919 3T (ECI) T IHheIw RT3

Crisis of Credibility in the Election Commission of India (ECI)

YRd fateq maT (Ec)) § faya-taar &1 d@e

e India’s first Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Sukumar Sen (March 21, 1950 to
December 19, 1958) was a man of few words. But he was a man of great action.

YR & Ugd g fratae

3{TYded (CEC) Y

FH S A A A TeH P B aTd e A

e He published no memoirs but is credited with having conducted one of the world’s largest and
most inclusive elections.

[PUR I (21 UTE 1950 F 19 fadar 1958) sgd
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I PIs YRV YSHTRIA o] bl Al I8 gl & Tl S 3R FHTa=M gl & 9 '
I B 99 a1 S 3

e His life is a lesson for those who are now in office: History remembers your work. Not your
words or your excuses.

I Sia 3T UG WR 98 ATl & fTU U 9ad ¢: SIAgT 3ATUd HTat i a1g @1 g1 71 fF
3TUF reg] T F§THI B |

¢ Reeling from a Supreme Court of India’s interim order on August 14, 2025 (to publish the
names and reasons for excluding 65 lakh electors from the Bihar draft roll), and facing a
litany of questions following an exposé by Leader of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi, the ECI
is now facing the thorniest credibility crisis in its history.

14 3R 2025 ! YR & Tdiw ATATAd & HdARH m(ﬁgﬂﬁ%@eaﬁawﬁes
ARG HAGTATSN BT G HRA & ATH 3R HRUT UHIRIT HA BT F102) R faues & =ar vga
Tﬁ%ﬂ%gﬁ@%&ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁgﬂjﬂ@ﬂﬁgﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂﬁm
faaraar Goe &1 I HR @1 -

e Going by the reactions to the ECI’s press conference on August 17, it is like &%Tto get worse.

g7mﬁg§mmﬂﬁvfmﬁuﬁm&ﬁﬁéﬁwm%%f@ﬁ
|

Unclear Press Conference

3RYUY U B3

e ltis unclear what the ECI wanted to achieve by holding this press conference.
Ig WY T8 8 fh 50 09 HI3hY &) S ECI o7 SRS T Tre |

e Oscillating between vague self-congratulatory rhetoric, putting the onus on political
parties regarding voter list integrity, and indirectly calling out the Leader of the Opposition
with incorrect references to the law, the ECI seemed unsure of its message.

SRY TH-TRIAT, ISP el IR AdGId Gt &1 e t SeR) S1aT, 3R ST &
Ted Sl & I1Y faue & AdT IR 3UTer U I 1 1eFT — 37 9P o ECI 30 gl
P AP Heg | fear|

Unconvincing Answers

SfAYTg IR

¢ If it was to clarify doubts regarding the ongoing Special Intensive Revision (SIR) in Bihar, it
did not do so.
afe 3exy foeR & 9d 3@ fafy e WeH (SIR) TR T8 g AT T, ot Tg -Tel ganl

o |If it was to reassure voters of the sanctity of voter rolls, it did not do so.
e ILTT HacTdan &l dex JRt B ufddT & IR H ST AT o1, T8 781 ganl

o |If it was to answer questions on voter anomalies raised by the Opposition parties and
independent journalists, it did not do so.
gfe I5xa fausl gal oiR Fda WAPRI §RT ISTT TTU dteR Sif-rafraarsii i Uyl &1 IR &l
T, @l gg YT =161 gl

o What the ECI did succeed in doing was vindicating the Opposition claim of the ECI being
neither bipartisan nor administratively savvy.
Sil TH ECI A fobar, 9 fauel & 59 aTd &1 el og<r ol fob ECI 71 df feaar g R A 8t
TS U § H&H

o The Internet was flooded with clips of CEC Gyanesh Kumar giving unconvincing answers
to important questions.

$CC IR CEC IHY $HR & AfayH-a IRl a1dl difsal faawd &1 a1 o TS|

Examples of Failures

fawaarsi & Iergur

¢ One example was the CEC’s refusal to share video footage essential to identify dual voting,
citing it would violate the privacy of women — which is absurd.
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U® ISTERVT CEC FT SHR U foh g St aifest & uga & e smawasd difear et A
T T, Fifes ug Afgansit @ Mu=ar H1 Ieco R — off faepd ST ]

¢ Another example was the CEC asking why politicians raise these issues after election results,
not when draft voter lists are shared with Booth Level Agents (BLAs). The answer is that
electoral fraud becomes apparent only after voting.
IR 3180 I8 T fos CEC = YT fob a1 gA1d uRumdl & a1 €t 3 e, i 331d ©, odl b
STUE die GEil Ugd & 94 Aad Toied (BLAs) &I ¢l 9l o | Sa1d I8 ¢ fob gaTdt earerst
$qd AAGH & 1E g1 WE Il ¢

e Bogus voter patterns can only be identified after the results are declared. That the CEC of
India does not know this is a cause for concern.

il AT Ued Ppad URume 9¥d g9 & d1¢ 81 Ugd off Jobd ¢ | I8 fo HRd & CEC &)
Tg =18} uar, foar &1 flawa g1

o What the CEC did not tell the public is how the ECI has refused to share the same voter
list data (which it provides before elections) after results are declared.

S ST CEC = ST &1 -Tg] TS, 98 8 & [ ECI S dlex Tl ST B |5l H3 A APR
BT 8 (S TG T U U BT AT §) ufkond aifdd g1 F are|

Denial of data

ST BT FABR
o Let us give other examples based on experience.
3{TST 3T & YR W 3 IR0 ¢ |

e The first writer of this article, on behalf of his party, the Indian National Congress, wrote to
the ECIl on December 27, 2024, asking for the electoral rolls related to Maharashtra and
Haryana.

I G & Ugd A A 37U Ul SFEaT ARAd SO P 3R 27 faaR 2024 Y sHiemS
&1 o7 fora, fore weRTY SR shamon @ Fsfd Fafas = #if =)

e The ECI did not even bother acknowledging the writer’s requests despite another

communication on January 17, 2025.

SHI3MTE 7 17 TEaRY 2025 HI TH 3R TAER & S[A6[E AGH & SR BT WHR B DT ot
TRATE g1 Bl

e Given this stone walling, the writer had no other option but to approach the Delhi High Court.
S TIAHCIA & Tdd, D & U feed! 3o <ARITed S o 3{ad] SIS fdded g1 |

e There could be no justification to deny data which had already been provided to political
parties and the refusal of which could not be justified by invoking any legal provision.

I ST B 9 & BT PIs SNIT Tg1 U1 Sl UG B ST Gall Pl 1T S b AT IR Fordy
fat ST UraUT™ o gaTdl A HRIAT -Tg! off Jobal AT
o As aresult, on February 25, 2025, notice was issued by the Delhi High Court.

Aol 25 BRa! 2025 &1 fewit S AMATad gRI1 Aifey SR} fosar T

e On the same day, the ECI submitted that it had directed the respective Chief Electoral
Officers (CEOs) to decide the representation in accordance with the law and through a
speaking order.

I fo, S3ImS A TR e fopr Ivm Heiftra grer fRatae siitrerival (Riigsh) & e &
IR SR T oS & Trea F vRgfa R ol o7 &1 fAdwr fean g1
e Accepting this, the High Court imposed a time limit of three months to decide the same.

U WIHR Hd gU I AraTed A (0 o1 & e 9 98 & awg S qa o1

e The writers of this article appeared in person before the CEO, Maharashtra (in compliance
with this order), while their colleagues appeared before the CEO, Haryana.

S TR BT UTeH HRd §U, 3H o1 & A€ AlRNTd U Y Higal, HERTY & THel IuRYd
§T, Safd 3o Tgant digen, gharom & wHe Iufid gul

o On May 22, 2025, the CEO, Maharashtra, passed his order, while the CEO, Haryana passed
his order on May 24, 2025.
22 A5 2025 $1 Higall, HERTY 7 U ST UIRA fbar, Siafcs 24 7 2025 1 W3,
RO 73U 3R urik foba|
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Both were the same to a substantial extent.
Gl TR HTH! g8 ddb T U1

They did not provide any voter lists but noted that the data had already been provided before
the election (the same argument made ad nauseum by the CEC in his defence); some of the
information was available on the website, and, third, had a line that said to “seek additional
copies of the same documents/information subject to compliance with the requirements of the
rules, from the respective competent authorities under the rules”.

I B1E ot Aaarar Gt Iucsy T HRTS, afews I8 Al S & ST ugd & g § uga
JudA] BT [T T T (@] e fordl Wil = FR-9R 30+ §91d § U1 {640); $S TRt
deErge R Juasy o, 3R R H b dfek ot foradl svar 11 o1 b I axcfraeil/Sie Ry
a%hguﬁﬁﬁﬁaawaﬁm&ﬁﬁﬁuﬁ%mﬁuﬁﬁwﬁmwma@
Tt hR” |

The response speaks for itself. Five months after the request was first made, the ECI had
invoked every excuse that it could in order not to provide machine-readable digital voter lists.

SATE U 1Y il ¢ 1 Ugel IR SRy fhU o & ute 9dA are, $eftend I meia-feed
fefSred gaarar gt Iudsy 9 B & foft g a8 a1 feran

This was a plain and simple case of stonewalling any meaningful scrutiny by hiding behind
bureaucratic jargon.

Tg Ryt AimRamg! o1y & Ui fesuar feht off ndes S § 9 &1 U QIR 3R WF
HIHT YT

On the Bihar SIR, the ECI has tried a similar strategy but with disastrous results.
faeR THamgemR W, $ems 3 33t avg &) I A Bt BRI Y, Afee ufkoms

IEEINCINEE.

The ECI was forced to reply to why it was refusing to provide any data on the 65 lakh voters
names it had deleted.

SIS P AOIGR IR IE I TST foh 3T BT 7Y 65 ATE HAGIATSAT o ATHI &I Hls Sl
ERIEERCTI

And it was forced to explain its decision of excluding a range of widely used identification
documents, including Aadhaar.

3R T I8 T & T AR BT UST for I SMMYUR Ifed s &4 J IuANT fby o
91dl UgdM TSl o1 Ueh aell Dl il a1gR 4|

As highlighted, the Supreme Court, on August 14, rejected the arguments presented by the
ECI to deny this data and directed that the names of all those who had been deleted had to
be published, along with the reasons.

ST 3 ST AT, 14 SRR & GHH B A 39 ST B 9 37 & forg A3 gR1 vRdd aeb! &t
T b foa ofiR = fea f o Tt o geran a1 & S+eh 1w HRoil Wigd eIRid fhu
Sld |

Further, all of this was to be in searchable mode along with the Electors Photo
Identification Card (EPIC).

3P (AT, T8 Ja Fad HIS H 3R EPIC (Saded Wil Mg fefhdhed &18) & Iry g
o

The Court also directed that the ECI accept the Aadhaar as a valid identification document in
the cases of the persons aggrieved.

3ferad 3 g i Few fean for Seftens tifsd safdaul & Al # SMYR &) Us 9y UgaH
TXIAS & ¥4 § WHR B

Losing voter trust

A fayrg ot g

In the press meet, the CEC spent much of the time making remarks about the transparent
nature of the ECI’s workings and its commitment to voters.

0 e & S 7 oo Sifiesier v sHtens & FHGS &I URGR UHfa 3R Adardms) &
Ui I9P! Ulddgd R fewult s | fodmn
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But he did not say anything about why the ECI had to be directed to carry out its basic duty.
QAfh Igi- T8 7T I fos SV BT U1 IS dHored UM & forg R & &
gsil

The ECI has no one else to blame but itself.

Su1ems & farddt TR &1 7 afew ge &1 g &1 AfRul

This is a crisis that is entirely of its own making.

g "ahe T R I 39D 3T &1 Fufor &1 afkomy g

The ECI has already lost the faith of all the major political parties except for the party that is in
power.

Eftang Ul & I 8 Ul &) SieaR 9 v IS aal T Ay @ 99T 8

This is an indictment in itself. The ECI is now losing the trust of the voters that it claims to
serve.

Tg U4 MY 7 T RIY g | SHSMTS 319 ST ATl &1 Ay @ 3e7 § St Qa1 3 &1
CREACIERGIR|

Perhaps, this disconnect was best illustrated by the analogy used by the CEC in his press
meet when he declared that the ECI stands with voters like a mountain.

JMAE 39 disconnect ®1 o 3@ dRIdh I WigH! gRT 09 Hie & fou 7T Iergrur § feamar m,
9 I8 Pel for SHtems Aaerdre & Iy U UgTs & aie WsI gl

The CEC must remember this. In a democracy, the people — and not the CEC — are the
mountain.

W B 75 g1g TG AR T dipad H, AT — R Wsh 98 — ugre g g
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A historic move, but still unequal

Karnataka's SC reservation favours strong groups, leaving the marginalised behind

Frrermmmmrersrsmemsmsememey

GS ll: Social Justice

[ STATE OF PLAY

Sharath S. Srivatsa
sharath.srivatsa@thehindu.co.in

oping to bring down
l—l the curtain on the
three-decade-old

struggle for internal reserva-
tion, the Karnataka govern-
ment on Tuesday agreed on a
matrix for slicing up the over-
all 17% reservation for the
Scheduled Castes (SCs) in the
State. The Madiga community
(Dalit left), who led the strug-
gle from the front, will now get
a 6% share in the overall ma-
trix. The relatively better-off
Dalit right (Holeya) group will
receive 6%, while the “less
backward” communities of
Lambanis, Bhovis, Korama,
and Koracha — along with 59
microscopic communities —
have been allocated 5%.

The demand for internal re-
servation, which gained mo-
mentum over the past decade
and a half, received judicial
clearance last August, when
the Supreme Court upheld the
constitutional validity of creat-
ing a matrix within the larger
SC quota. In Karnataka, 101
castes have been notified as
SCs. The government mostly
relied on the recommenda-
tions of the one-man commis-
sion headed by retired judge
H.N. Nagamohan Das, who
submitted a report on August
4. The report recommended
classifications following a two-
month house-to-house survey,
which collected empirical da-
ta on the socio-economic and
educational backwardness of
about 93% of Karnataka’s esti-
mated 116 crore SC
population.

The Cabinet’s decision, an-
nounced by Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah, appears to have
been weighed down by politi-
cal compulsions. While the
commission recommended

Karnataka

five categories based on back-
wardness, the government re-
duced these to three to ac-
commodate the demands of
the politically stronger Dalit
right and “less backward”
communities. In doing so, the
State government let go of Ca-
tegory A, which was recom-
mended for 1% reservation by
the commission for the most
backward 59 microscopic
communities, many of which
have double-digit populations
and no representation in bu-
reaucracy or politics. In
another decision, the Cabinet
also dropped the 1% reserva-
tion recommended for Adi
Karnataka, Adi Dravida, and
Adi Andhra communities un-
der Category E. They have
been split between right and
left groups.

Under the new categorisa-
tion, microscopic communi-
ties — around 4.97% of the to-
tal SC population — will now
have to fight with relatively
better-off “less backward” SC
communities that have made
strides in securing education
and finding public sector
employment.

While many concede that
bringing consensus among all
groups vying to have a bigger
pie in the matrix was not easy,
it was believed that in the jock-
eying for a higher share, the
microscopic communities —
many of them nomadic — did
not get the justice they had
hoped for. Of the six Dalit Mi-
nisters in the Cabinet, none

represent these communities,
and there was no voice in their
favour. In the final decision,
both Dalit right and “less back-
ward” communities received
1% more than the commis-
sion’s recommendations. In
Karnataka, Dalit left is seen as
veering towards the BJP, while
Dalit right is believed to be
with the Congress. The “less
backward” communities are
believed to be divided bet-
ween the BJP and Congress.

The question of internal re-
servation has been an impor-
tant component of Dalit polit-
ics in Karnataka over the past
two decades. While the A.].
Sadashiva Commission, set up
in 2005, submitted its report
in 2012, the internal reserva-
tion remained mostly rhetoric
as Dalit right groups success-
fully brought pressure on the
government not to implement
its recommendations. The
judiciary then had also not
cleared the internal reserva-
tion. The BJP government in
2022 tried to tinker with the
recommendations and came
out with its matrix that was
unacceptable to Dalit right
and “less backward” com-
munities. It also increased the
overall reservation for SCs
from 15% to 17%. Ahead of the
2023 Assembly elections, the
Congress promised in its ma-
nifesto to introduce internal
reservation.

Following the commission’s
recommendations,  though
not officially released, Dalit
right groups have been vigo-
rously campaigning against
the report, urging the govern-
ment to drop it in what was
seen as a posture for hard bar-
gaining. While the clearing of
the internal quota is historic,
in the end, the relatively more
powerful communities within
the larger SC population seem
to have gained an upper hand,
while the most marginalised
still have a long fight.

A historic move,
but still unequal

o faeTRIe #eH,
sifep 3 +ft

SIHHATA

Internal Reservation for
Scheduled Castes in
Karnataka

PHled 0 ggfud wfaal &
fere sriafve e

. Hoping to bring down the
curtain on the three-decade-old
struggle for internal reservation,
the Karnataka government on
Tuesday agreed on a matrix for
slicing up the overall 17%
reservation for the Scheduled
Castes (SCs) in the State.

W g3 A dud 3 garw
HRA DI MG H, Hriled WRBR A
AR &l I | rgfrd
Srfaal (SCs) & U 5 17%
SREIUT &1 fqUIRSTd v & ferw
P A W ggAfd oaad 3|

e The Madiga community
(Dalit left), who led the struggle
from the front, will now get a 6%
share in the overall matrix.

T BT A B arad IS
TS (gfera due) 31 3@ $a
afew o 6% e foramm|

e  The relatively better-off Dalit
right (Holeya) group will receive
6%, while the “less backward”
communities of Lambanis,
Bhovis, Korama, and Koracha
— along with 59 microscopic
communities — have been
allocated 5%.

3UaMPpd sgeR RUfd ardl gfera

ST (SNT) JHE B! 6% fHenT, e “wd oS Ty o dar, Hidl, HIRAT 3R

PRIEAT — TUT 59 Y& TYGRIN — B 5% 3Mdfed fhT T &

e The demand for internal reservation, which gained momentum over the past decade and a
half, received judicial clearance last August, when the Supreme Court upheld the
constitutional validity of creating a matrix within the larger SC quota.
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ATAND HRE BT [, o s S g § 1fd Ui &1, &) s 3ra # =1fde ot
foreft, e glftw #1E 3 98 SC I & iR A §9 &1 HaUTH® JUar & RAIR 9T
In Karnataka, 101 castes have been notified as SCs. The government mostly relied on the
recommendations of the one-man commission headed by retired judge H.N. Nagamohan
Das, who submitted a report on August 4.

Ffed T 101 Sfedl & SC & FU H ST foan o1 8 1 WHR 3 T U § Jarfga
IR TE. T, ARRIE S &1 el aTdl Uh-Ha i 3TN &t RywpTieei uR R fas,
61+ 4 3T &1 Ud RUIC IR &1

The report recommended classifications following a two-month house-to-house survey,
which collected empirical data on the socio-economic and educational backwardness of
about 93% of Karnataka’s estimated 1.16 crore SC population.

RO 3 a 7 & R-ER qdequr & a1g Frifeor Bt RwiR o, S wfes @ srgad
1.16%\‘?{80 ST & TTHIT 93% P TrATiors-3ffe 3R e NwsT W uraifie a1
T fpar|

The Cabinet’s decision, announced by Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, appears to have been

welghed down by political compulsions.
ﬁmémmmnﬁmwﬁvhmmmqhﬁﬁwﬁamm%

While the commission recommended five categories based on backwardness, the
government reduced these to three to accommodate the demands of the politically stronger
Dalit right and “less backward” communities.

TP AT = FUTSuT & 3MYR R g AR &t RIwivw & off, TR = IoHifde 9
ToIgd gferd Wge 3R “5d fUDe” Terl &1 A & -1 $HRA & e 3% o &= )

In doing so, the State government let go of Category A, which was recommended for 1%
reservation by the commission for the most backward 59 microscopic communities,
many of which have double-digit populations and no representation in bureaucracy or
politics.

THT Hd gU, Iod WRBR - Juit A B! BiS faan, oY oman - vad fUos 59 &9 Iqerdi &
1T 1% SMR&T B RIGIRT F ), RFH 7% 3 3 siwt a5t arard} 2 ok =t an
I 7 F1E vl T )

In another decision, the Cabinet also dropped the 1% reservation recommended for Adi
Karnataka, Adi Dravida, and Adi Andhra communities under Category E. They have been
split between right and left groups.

T 3= fofg o, Hfidea A avft E & siavfa enfe w=ifew, anfe sfas sk anfe sy wera
%ﬁl%q&qﬂﬁm% 3R&UT &1 2ft geT faaT| 3¢ Wrge ik due wggl & o9 fauifora &= fear
TR

Internal Reservation in Karnataka and its Impact on Dalit Communities

[ 3riaf¥e MREUT 3R ST ferd TSR WR YHTd

Under the new categorisation, microscopic communities — around 4.97% of the total SC

population — will now have to fight with relatively better-off “less backward” SC communities

that have made strides in securing education and finding public sector employment.

¢ T & qEd, G&H TS — T TIRIT STHEGT BT TATHT 4.97% — DI 319 HU&THd

e FUfT ATl “H Ues Tordl SHardl § a1 ghT frgi+ 16T U = SIR Srdwie &

& ARl § T adT UTs gl

While many concede that bringing consensus among all groups vying to have a bigger pie in

the matrix was not easy, it was believed that in the jockeying for a higher share, the

microscopic communities — many of them nomadic — did not get the justice they had

hoped for.

S B3 HTHd ¢ fop Tt THg! & o Teafd ST S A81 AT, I8 |1 71 fob oifdies

feRier @1 gie #, Y& aqerd — o A &3 gHq & — & 98 =g 71g firen et 35

SIRIEIRIT

Of the six Dalit Ministers in the Cabinet, none represent these communities, and there

was no voice in their favour.

Eggﬁsaﬁq?ggamﬁﬁaﬁé ft 391 Tyl &1 ufafafta 78 s, ok 3% uer
SICISH I
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¢ In the final decision, both Dalit right and “less backward” communities received 1% more
than the commission’s recommendations.
é{ﬁlﬁﬂﬁﬁqﬁ, Sferd e SR “u fUss” Tyerl &Y 3T &t fywiie=n & 1% siftre
I
e In Karnataka, Dalit left is seen as veering towards the BJP, while Dalit right is believed
to be with the Congress. The “less backward” communities are believed to be divided
between the BJP and Congress.
e ¥, aferd dve B1 fioldl BT 3R g1 giT T W1l 8, SIsieh ferd Age I Higw
& Ty T oAl 21 hd IS auerl 3t 9ol 3R FiU & St deT g W STt 8|
o The question of internal reservation has been an important component of Dalit politics in
Karnataka over the past two decades.
STAR® SAREUT BT Ty TS &Y GBI & HAlcd B gherd Ao BT U Hedqu! fow T 38T 5|
o While the A.J. Sadashiva Commission, set up in 2005, submitted its report in 2012, the
internal reservation remained mostly rhetoric as Dalit right groups successfully brought
pressure on the government not to implement its recommendations.
TS, A1eTRIa AT, f57 2005 & 7fad foram mar o1, 3 st fRaid 2012 & vgd &1, Al
HTARD SRET TTETAR HTVUT deb AT 8T Hifd gferd Ige T A WRHR W 3Tt
RIGTR=N &Y A 9 H HT 9Fd gaTd g4147|
e The judiciary then had also not cleared the internal reservation.

Y 9y argurierest 4 Wt iR 3Raur ol Tl el df &

e The BJP government in 2022 tried to tinker with the recommendations and came out with its
matrix that was unacceptable to Dalit right and “less backward” communities.

2022 ¥ Fod IRPR 7 RGN § 95A1d 3 B SRR Bt 3R 01 Afead v foar =it
Sfera wge iR “wv o3 Tgerl & fore srdtert Tl

e It also increased the overall reservation for SCs from 15% to 17%.
O T & U T SREU DI 15% & TGIBR 17% DR |

e Ahead of the 2023 Assembly elections, the Congress promised in its manifesto to
introduce internal reseryation. ) o
2023 fIUTRIHT gATEl | Ugd, ST A 39 GIY0Ies ® SHidRed SREU AR B B dTal
fopar|

¢ Following the commission’s recommendations, though not officially released, Dalit right
groups have been vigorously campaigning against the report, urging the government to
drop it in what was seen as a posture for hard bargaining.

3 B Ryl & d1e, i 9 3fieie wu J wRl 781 @1 7%, aferd W8 wqg Ruid
P FAAT® SRR A TaT 78 €, 3R WHR I 38 Bie BT 38 PR 8, o o
Hieamoll & TR UR T T

o While the clearing of the internal quota is historic, in the end, the relatively more powerful
communities within the larger SC population seem to have gained an upper hand, while the
most marginalised still have a long fight.

3Rk e ot Aot Ve 8, Al sfad: 93 Tol Wt & iR smenmda siftiew
mﬂn@ﬁmmﬁaﬁ,mmmwﬁaﬁﬁ%waﬁmwwm
|
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What are ‘machine readable’
electoral rolls?

Why are electoral rolls not being provided by the EC in a format that can be analysed easily?

Fmmememmemsmemm e ——— = ———— \

'GS |I: Elections

The story so far:
long with the allegations of
‘vote theft’ by the Congress,
Leader of the Opposition Rahul
Gandhi has demanded that
“machine readable” voter rolls be made
available to all political parties by the
Election Commission (EC).

How are voter rolls shared?

Electoral rolls are the authoritative list of
who is and isn’t allowed to vote in India,
and they are continuously updated when
newly eligible voters register to vote,
change addresses, or become ineligible.
Voter rolls are prepared under the EC’s
authority by district level officials, who
have access to ERONET, a digital
application used by the EC to process
applications for new additions to the
voter list, or deletions. The EC has access
to the full repository of data on every

voter in India. They make this data
accessible by making ‘image PDF” files
available, or by handing out printouts to
political parties and the general public.
Voter rolls include a photo of all voters,
but this photo is not included in the
image PDF files that the EC has on its
website. While these image PDF rolls can
be scrutinised in theory, this can turn out
to be a resource-intensive exercise in
practice. India has over 99 crore voter roll
entries as of this January, and spotting
duplicates can be challenging unless a
team of human reviewers has a long
period of time, and a limited geographic
sample. That was the case in the
Mahadevapura constituency of
Bengaluru, where the Congress was able
to spot 11,965 duplicate entries.
However, if ‘text PDF” files are made
available, the text can be indexed and
searched by a computer making
information formatting more
straightforward. Without such

machine-readable rolls, the Opposition
argues, malfeasance and duplicate entries
will be harder to spot. P.G. Bhat, a
Bengaluru activist, has, prior to 2018,
analysed machine-readable rolls to
highlight irregular additions.

Why won’t the EC provide the same?
One year before the 2019 elections, the
EC ordered State-level Chief Electoral
Officers to stop uploading
machine-readable rolls on their website.
0.P. Rawat, the then Chief Election
Commissioner, told The Hindu that this
was done to prevent foreign countries
from accessing voter roll data, which
could expose Indians’ full names and
addresses. In Kamal Nath versus Election
Commission of India, the Supreme Court
in 2018 refused to compel the EC to
provide machine-readable electoral roll
data. This was in spite of the EC’s own
manual, which states that the “draft roll
shall be put on [Chief Electoral Officers’]

What are ‘machine readable’ electoral rolls?

TN g Fafae Ammafea | g2

Allegations of ‘vote theft’ and demand for machine-readable voter rolls

de AR & AR R A=fF-Ssaa aagar g ot @i

o Along with the allegations of ‘vote theft’ by the Congress, Leader of the Opposition Rahul
Gandhi has demanded that “machine readable” voter rolls be made available to all political
parties by the Election Commission (EC).

T g1 Y TG it Y 3 SR B W, e e g

it = A B B fob Frafa

3T (EC) Tt I5Hifae gl & “HRAA-SSae Hdard Jiar Sudsy HRIY|

How are voter rolls shared?

TaGar Gfal S A1 B ATt 82
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o Electoral rolls are the authoritative list of who is and isn’t allowed to vote in India, and they
are continuously updated when newly eligible voters register to vote, change addresses, or
become ineligible.

Adeal gt I8 SRAGIRG G ¢ fob URA T D19 AdaM $HR Jodl § 3R S al, 3R 38
AR 3USe {31 SITdT § S T4 9 AdeTaT Uoiiehd 8id &, Udl 9Gad &, a1 3 gl ofd gl

e Voter rolls are prepared under the EC’s authority by district level officials, who have access
to ERONET, a digital application used by the EC to process applications for new additions to
the voter list, or deletions.

HAGdI g fAatas 3T (EC) & SHUPR & d5d fOTdl ¥R & SHfUPIRG! GRT IR &1 9Nl 3,
€ ERONET &% Ugd gl §, ot U fefSTed Ui e & foradh SUaRT EC U SYS a1 g2 &t
UfehaT & forT el B

e The EC has access to the full repository of data on every voter in India. They make this data

accessible by making ‘image PDF’ files available, or by handing out printouts to political
parties and the general public.

EC & UM YR & & HAaldl & IR ST &1 TUE Bidl ¢ | d 39 3T &' ‘image PDF’ 13d
T BRIBR T IASTITaeh il 3R ST STl Y fiedae T JaH -1d g

e Voter rolls include a photo of all voters, but this photo is not included in the image PDF files
that the EC has on its website.

Haardl gt # G Aqararst &1 Wit A gl §, Afdd 98 Bic! EC i dedise W Suds
image PDF LIENIE: R BRG]

¢ India has over 99 crore voter roll entries as of this January, and spotting duplicates can be
challenging unless a team of human reviewers has a long period of time, and a limited
geographic sample.
Y a3} d% HRA T 99 FRIS | T AagraT ufafvar 8, iR Swiihe ga- gAkigul &)
TohdT § O a o ATa et &1 S & U el 9ag 3R i inferss =1 9 81|

¢ In Mahadevapura constituency of Bengaluru, the Congress was able to spot 11,965
duplicate entries.

TGS F HereaqRT fFafea & &, H109 3 11,965 gwitde wfafdar @il |
o If ‘text PDF’ files are made available, the text can be indexed and searched by a computer,
making information formatting more straightforward.

& ‘text PDF’ WISd SUASI RT3 S &, oY SR ! SR gRT SSH 3R WISl S Tebell g,
O MR P IR ST SR 81 Sfa |

Why won’t the EC provide the same?
EC 9T Y IUAY 5! BRIA1?

e One year before the 2019 elections, the EC ordered State-level Chief Electoral Officers to
stop uploading machine-readable rolls on their website.
2019 & ATl I TH ITd U5, EC A Io9 Wk & G Fatea ket & oot deumse &R
TRiA-ASaa gt sudrs HRA1 8¢ A HT e faal

e This was done to prevent foreign countries from accessing voter roll data, which could
expose Indians’ full names and addresses.

Tg 3ufe faran war anfes fae=it =1 Aaerar g2t Se1 a% ugd = U, o wRdal & Q@ A
3R 7 IR & Fha B

e In 2018, the Supreme Court in Kamal Nath vs EC refused to compel the EC to provide
machine-readable electoral roll data.

2018 H, FHery §147 EC AA § WA $IE 7 EC &1 TRIF-SSad Hdardl I 31 UeH
HRA & o T18 FH=A ¥ SAHR Hx fean|

e The court observed, “if the petitioner so wants, he can always convert [voter lists] into
searchable mode,” which would require him to put his own efforts.

3fSTed A T, “ufe aifawiedl 9, af 98 gRRN [Mderd Y] & Jdad Ais § 9ed 9obdl 8,

oo fore 39 oA g A g1 ~
The challenge of OCR technology (Q
OCR T&-® & gHId! g
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e The main technology to convert scanned or un-searchable PDF documents into an
analysable format is Optical Character Recognition (OCR), a decades-old technology.
I B TS T U PDF SRATAw! &1 [A=Rev0T I UREY & gaa & I ddb-1d e
FyFe¥ NefI=M (OCR) B, ST a2 R ddv-its 71

e Onthe EC’s website, voter rolls for each assembly constituency are split into hundreds of
“parts,” each a separate PDF document.
EC 3 399T3e W, YAF AUFIUT &F &1 Adardr il Jes! “urdw B fauriord gt 8, oik
TP SERT-3THT PDF G¥dldw gidll 5|

e Performing OCR on such a massive number of pages — over six crore for all voter rolls in
the country — would cost around $40,000 per summary revision list (as per Google’s
indicative Al Document pricing).
Sa- oI TAT & YST — R 1 B HgIdl Gl & oTT 6 B & Sifid — IR OCR H_A1
fcT ARIRT =M AT TTHT $40,000 BT ANT 811 (FTA P HbdTdD Al SiaRIHC G FHYRom

& IR) |

Can digital voter rolls spot fraud?

a1 fSforea waemar g st udhs Iadl 82

¢ Rahul Gandhi has argued that having searchable copies would make spotting duplicate
entries easier. ] N
1ga el 3 b 31 § & O<faa Sifvar 819 I gwiidre ufafdat ge-r S ghm|

e Srinivas Kodali, a transparency activist, said that “there is a risk” in making rolls public, but
the EC’s conduct necessitated further transparency.

Frfdat MfrarT Hrstelt 3 o fe gt o adefe wa § sifaw §, dfe Ec

& TR A AP URGRIAT ST &1 &l 5

o He added, “If the capability to OCR anyway exists with political parties, the question is
whether we might as well make it public.”
3% FgT, “afe OCR A BT e ¥t Ioifads gall & U 8, O Jara Jg § i s 7 gd
T T d HR 17

Questions and M'lswers to the previous day’s
daily quiz: 1. Number of Vice Presidents India has
had since the post’s inception. Ans: 14 with the
latest occupant being Jagdeep Dhankhar

QUIZ

2. The reason why a candidate should be qualified
to be elected to the Rajya Sabha. Ans: Because
the VP is to act as the ex-officio chairman of
the Upper House

3. Apart Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, this VP has held the
post for 10 years. Ans: M. Hamid Ansari

4. Six Vice Presidents have become President. Four
are Dr. Radhakrishnan, Dr. Zakir Husain, VV. Giri,
and K.R. Narayanan, name the other two. Ans: R.
Venkataraman and Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma
5. The Vice President who passed away during his
tenure. Ans: Krishan Kant

6. Name the three Vice Presidents to have been
honoured with the Bharat Ratna. Ans: S.
Radhakrishnan, Zakir Husain and V.V. Giri
Visual: Name this individual. Ans: Mohammad
Hidayatullah

Six Vice Presidents have become President. Four are Dr. Radhakrishnan, Dr. Zakir Husain, V.V.
Giri, and K.R. Narayanan, name the other two. Ans: R. Venkataraman and Dr. Shankar Dayal

Sharma

Number of Vice Presidents India has had since the post’s
inception. Ans: 14 with the latest occupant being Jagdeep
Dhankhar

IR H 39 UQ & 3R A (e d SUWTPUTA 1 TS| IR: 14,
3R T & UG W 3RAH § e s

The reason why a candidate should be qualified to be elected to
the Rajya Sabha. Ans: Because the VP is to act as the ex-
officio chairman of the Upper House

ISAHT H g4 T & [ ITGAR & A1 i T HRUT| R
Hifer IWTPUTT S WA & UG THTUFA & & § S Bl 3

Apart from Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, this VP has held the post for 10
years. Ans: M. Hamid Ansari

S1. Q. AUTPOH & e, sﬂmgrrﬁrfmoaq‘fwugua
HHTAT| ITR: TH. BTG Sy
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% SRIPfd §71 379 IR § ST AUIPWH, ST, 1P ga, dt.dt. Y ok F.3M.
ARTYU, 37 &1 & 19 Ja3t| ITR: 3R, dPHeTHT 3N ST Xh< Sure X4t

The Vice President who passed away during his tenure. Ans: Krishan Kant

3T PRSI &b TR T SURTPUTA HT e gl STWR: PWIHId

Name the three Vice Presidents to have been honoured with the Bharat Ratna. Ans: S.
Radhakrishnan, Zakir Husain and V.V. Giri

3 dH [ & A0 913U forg WRd Id ¥ S fosar 7| IR: TH. AUTHWH, SfdbR
94 IR di 4t it

Mohammad Hidayatullah

Mohammad Hidayatullah remains the only person to have served as Acting President of India
twice.

o First Instance (July 1969 — August 1969):
o After the sudden death of President Zakir Husain on 3 May 1969, Vice President
V. V. Giri became Acting President.
o When Giri resigned on 20 July 1969 to contest the Presidential election, the Chief
Justice of India, Mohammad Hidayatullah, was appointed as Acting President of
India.
o He continued till 24 August 1969, when V. V. Giri was elected and assumed office
as President.
e Second Instance (October 1982):
o In 1982, President Zail Singh went on a foreign tour to the USA.
o During this period, Mohammad Hidayatullah (by then retired CJI and former Vice
President of India, 1979-1984) acted as the President of India.
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U.S. imposes new sanctions
on ICC officials over Israel

Trump administration ramps up pressure on International Criminal Court over its targeting of
Israeli leaders; ICC calls it is ‘an attack on the independence of an impartial judicial institution’

pifsfitgtions i

WASHINGTON/THE HAGUE

he United States
T President Donald
Trump's adminis-

tration on Wednesday im-

framework, without regard
to any pressure or threat."
Meanwhile, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu on Wednesday
welcomed the decision.

posed sanctions on two
judges and two prosecu-
tors at the International
Criminal Court (ICC), as

InterRationale

Netanyahu cheers

"I congratulate Marco Ru-
bio who decided to impose
sanctions on the judges of

International
Criminal
Court

the International Criminal
Court. This is a decisive act

Washington ramped up its
pressure on the war tribu-

nal over its targeting of Is-
raeli leaders and a past de-
cision to investigate U.S.
officials.

In a statement, U.S. Se-
cretary of State Marco Ru-
bio called the court "a na-
tional security threat that
has been an instrument for
lawfare" against the United
States and Israel.

Washington designated
Nicolas Yann Guillou of
France, Nazhat Shameem
Khan of Fiji, Mame Man-
diaye Niang of Senegal,
and Kimberly Prost of Ca-
nada, according to the U.S.
Treasury and State Depart-
ment. All officials have
been involved in cases
linked to Israel and the Un-
ited States.

"United States has been
clear and steadfast in our
opposition to the ICC’s pol-

ICC judges had issued arrest warrants for Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu last November for alleged war crimes. REUTERS

iticization, abuse of power,
disregard for our national
sovereignty, and illegiti-
mate judicial overreach,"
Mr. Rubio said.

The second round of
sanctions comes less than
three months after the ad-
ministration took the un-
precedented step of slap-
ping sanctions on four
separate ICC judges.

It represents a serious
escalation that will likely
impede the functioning of
the court and the prosecu-
tor's office as they deal
with major cases, includ-
ing war crime allegations
against Russia over its inva-

sion of Ukraine.

ICC deplored the an-
nouncements in a state-
ment: "These sanctions are
a flagrant attack against the
independence of an impar-
tial judicial institution
which operates under the
mandate from 125 states
parties from all regions."

"They constitute also an
affront against the Court's
States Parties, the rules-
based international order
and, above all, millions of
innocent victims across the
world," the court added.
"The ICC will continue ful-
filling mandates in strict
accordance with its legal

against a smear campaign
of lies against the State of
Israel and the (Israeli ar-
my)," Mr. Netanyahu's of-
fice said in a statement.
ICC judges had issued
arrest warrants for Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, former Israeli
defense chief Yoav Gallant,
and Hamas leader Ibrahim
al-Masri last November for
alleged war crimes and
crimes against humanity
during the Gaza conflict.
In March 2020, prosecu-
tors opened an investiga-
tion in Afghanistan that in-
cluded looking into
possible crimes by U.S.
troops, but since 2021, it
has deprioritized the role
of the U.S. and focused on
alleged crimes committed
by the Afghan government
and the Taliban forces.

U.S. imposes new sanctions on ICC officials over Israel

ARSI A sTRISA &I ddr IcC fTFTAl W AT ufas

SR
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Trump administration ramps up pressure on International Criminal Court over
its targeting of Israeli leaders; ICC calls it is ‘an attack on the independence of
an impartial judicial institution’

T YR A geRTgal Adrell o f=mar a9 wR siarffia sruRifere =amarera
(ICC) UR &dTd 9¢14T; ICC A 39 ‘TH el <1 w41 Bt Tad=rdl TR gHaT
9T

o The United States President Donald Trump's administration on Wednesday imposed
sanctions on two judges and two prosecutors at the International Criminal Court (ICC), as
Washington ramped up its pressure on the war tribunal over its targeting of Israeli leaders
and a past decision to investigate U.S. officials.

AR} Ul SHTeS T/ & U A JUaR &1 RIS STURTI® =amamerd (Icc) & al
Irarefie SR Y iRt IR ufasy oe, Sifer affRiTe < gwRTgal Adrsi B = s
3R 3rclid 7 AR siftrefeal &t oifa & o R g Arfies ol R ga1d deT fean|

e In a statement, U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio called the court "a national security
threat that has been an instrument for lawfare" against the United States and Israel.

T 99 H, 3R fadwr w=it ATt Sferdt 3 srarerd 1 U IFTT Y& WarT S Sff
T o9 SARDT 3R FTRISA & RATE BT G BT 91eH @1 ¢

o Washington designated Nicolas Yann Guillou of France, Nazhat Shameem Khan of Fiji,
Mame Mandiaye Niang of Senegal, and Kimberly Prost of Canada, according to the U.S.
Treasury and State Department. All officials have been involved in cases linked to Israel
and the United States.

AR T 3R fadsr UMt & quR, aiiiTed 3 Wwid & fAeiaw o= e, fiesh #t
Avied X W, AT & 79 HfEaTe e oiv wereT 3t fhradf uive &1 i fasan
Tt S goRTSe SR Wgad Wed SRS § I8 gt & a8 71

o "United States has been clear and steadfast in our opposition to the ICC’s politicization,
abuse of power, disregard for our national sovereignty, and illegitimate judicial
overreach," Mr. Rubio said.

TG T SARDT A ICC F A, AT & gEUANT, THARY AP HUYAT B
! 3R Y =R Sifaspaur & ufay srom faRiy & Tum SR Sifew 3@ s g, it
i A &g

e The second round of sanctions comes less than three months after the administration took
the unprecedented step of slapping sanctions on four separate ICC judges.

T8 GIRT IRU1 | Sl o 7 § f 1 T a1 3111 § ofdl TR = IR 37aT-31aT ICC
granefi=n W ufasy TH &1 3yayd Hed IS/ AT

e |t represents a serious escalation that will likely impede the functioning of the court and the
prosecutor's office as they deal with major cases, including war crime allegations against
Russia over its invasion of Ukraine.

T U TR gfS &1 ufafAfeica wvar 8 o srerad oiR Sifiaieies & Hafed & HTHGS Bl
TS R ThdT & FId 3 I8 AW ° e B 8, o I R ©F & ATHHUT B AR &
JURTY F MR 2t =i B

e ICC deplored the announcements in a statement: "These sanctions are a flagrant attack
against the independence of an impartial judicial institution which operates under the mandate
from 125 states parties from all regions."

ICC A Ush 9911 | 39 "Ivurafi &1 {1 oI 3 ufddy U el <ifies Jwi1 & Woiadl IR T
UR GHAI €, St It 851 b 125 HGH G2 b S & q6d b PRl 51"

e "They constitute also an affront against the Court's States Parties, the rules-based
international order and, above all, millions of innocent victims across the world," the court
added.
3METed J 3T BEI, Y UiddY farerd &b Yar =i, FraH-3Mee SfRRIgIa oqaw 3R Jed
Fedhy, gfHa1 R & aral ey difsdl & fRaarms ft e somme g1

e "The ICC will continue fulfilling mandates in strict accordance with its legal framework, without
regard to any pressure or threat."
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;;qc;auﬁﬁaﬁ%&aﬂwﬂ@ﬁﬁmﬁtmmwmﬂ%aﬂ%mﬁm
"

o Meanwhile, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Wednesday welcomed the
decision.
41 otg, goRTgelt guTEE SR Ad=g A qUIR &1 39 Had &1 @ |

¢ Netanyahu cheers
Aa=aTg A G ars

e "l congratulate Marco Rubio who decided to impose sanctions on the judges of the
International Criminal Court. This is a decisive act against a smear campaign of lies against
the State of Israel and the (Israeli army)," Mr. Netanyahu's office said in a statement.
"5 ATp! STt 1 9uTs ol § e SiaRTgia smuRiftes <amarera & arei=il iR ey
T T Ha fohaT| T8 SURISH I 3R (S9RTSE T & fAAH FS & smear campaign
& faars ue Fuias wer §," ot Ad-a1g & Hafad A Uh 9 § Fell

e ICC judges had issued arrest warrants for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
former Israeli defense chief Yoav Gallant, and Hamas leader Ibrahim al-Masri last
November for alleged war crimes and crimes against humanity during the Gaza conflict.
Icc <rarsi=n 3 fUad TdaR & e "oy & gRE HUd g5 SrRTeN 3R AFadr & fyame
qRTe ¥ o goRTg e wert Ao Y=g, qd SoRTeh & U dten fide, ik
U AT 3ITRH -0 & fFens IRuAR aRe W’ oy 2|

e In March 2020, prosecutors opened an investigation in Afghanistan that included looking
into possible crimes by U.S. troops, but since 2021, it has deprioritized the role of the U.S.
and focused on alleged crimes committed by the Afghan government and the Taliban
forces.
AT 2020 T SHRSHT 7 B H T wid P& @ o o sfvat et g1
Futfaa sroRTelf &1 g qnthe o, fd 2021 9, 39 @AR®T B YT o HH urifliewar df
3R I WRPR SR AT Tl gRT fhT T ST SURTell W & disd |

International Criminal Court (ICC)

o The headquarters of the International Criminal Court (ICC) is in Hague,
Netherlands.

o Rome statute which was adopted by UN GA 1998 entered into force in
2002.

e Member countries: 123 Member countries

» However, countries like India, China, Irag, North Korea, and Turkey have not
signed the Rome statute and are not part of the ICC.

o USA, Russia, and Israel have signed but not ratified the Rome statute.

o Jurisdiction of ICC: It is the first and only permanent international court
with jurisdiction to prosecute individuals.

o It has jurisdiction to prosecute individuals for four identified international
crimes of Genocide, war crimes, Crimes against humanity and recently
included Crime of aggression.

o ltisintended to complement the existing national judicial system. Therefore
it exercises jurisdiction only in certain cases i.e. when the national courts are
unable/unwilling to prosecute criminals.

o The court was established to fight impunity and bring to justice criminals
under international law regardless of their rank and stature.
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How Does ICC function?

o The office carries out its investigation through the office of the prosecutor
and has 18 judges.

o Both the judges and prosecutor have a non-renewable 9-year term.

e There are pre-trial, trial and appellate benches in the ICC.

e The prosecutors conduct a preliminary examination in a matter before
seeking permission from the pre-trial judges to open and full investigation.

e The initial investigation must conclude the crimes are of sufficient gravity.

Limitations of ICC

o It does not have its own enforcement body. It relies on cooperation with
countries' worldwide support.

o It gives ICC less deterrent value as the potential perpetrators of the war
crimes know that they can avoid the ICC judgement by taking over the
government and refusing to cooperate.

o The pace of investigation and judgement: After 19 years of being active
the court has convicted only 10% accused in a small number of cases and
acquitted four individuals.

o Therefore some question time, effort, and financial resources invested in the
court by the member countries is worth the outcome.

o The court may shy away from taking western powers like the US. This was
pointed out when in 2019 the court denied permission to start an
investigation into Afghanistan and recently when the current prosecutor
wanted to restart the investigation after the Taliban takeover, because of
scarcity/paucity of resources the prosecutor intended to prioritise the
investigation into a crime committed by the Taliban.

Biased against Africa; a tool of western imperialism

« Barring the recent years, the court since its formation largely took up the
investigation into alleged crimes committed by African countries.

» Nearly all the cases in the trial stage before the court are from Africa.

e African Union in 2016 had endorsed a proposal led by Kenya for the mass
withdrawal of African countries from Rome'’s Statute.

In the case of member of countries the prosecutor can open and investigate
in three ways:

o When the case is referred by a member country in its own territory.
e When a case is referred by UNSC.
o When the prosecutor takes up the case Propio Motu (on his own)
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In the case of the non-member states investigation can be opened in the
following ways

o If the alleged crimes were perpetrated by non-members in a member’s
state.

o If the non-member accepts the jurisdiction of the ICC.

o When UNSC authorises it.

Why India has not signed the Rome Statute

e On the principle ground of that ICC provides extraordinary power to UNSC
to bind non-state parties to the jurisdiction of the ICC.

» It violates the Vienna Convention on the Laws of Treaties which states that
no sovereign country can be forced to accede to or be bound by a treaty
that it has not accepted.

» India objects to the omission of crimes such as cross-border terrorism, use
of nuclear weapons, and weapon of mass destruction from the
jurisdiction/scope of ICC.

« Since India has been prone to insurgency and militancy it did not want its
security personnel to become vulnerable to ICC's jurisdiction as India gives
extraordinary power to its security forces.

o India contests that its national judicial system is competent enough and
capable of trying any such individuals if required.
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Conflict, poverty, climate change fuel
Nigeria’s worsening malnutrition crisis

Over 600 children have died within six months, with cases of severe acute malnutrition rising by 208% compared to the previous year, says MSF;

food insecurity also fuels armed conflict, as desperate families may turn to armed groups in exchange for food, thereby turning it into a vicious cycle

NEWS ANALYSIS

Sharmada
Venkatasubramanian

igeria is the largest
N economy in Africa,

and one of its lar-
gest oil producers. Yet, the
northern states of the
country are in the grip of
an acute malnutrition cri-
sis. Over 600 children have
died in northern Nigeria in
the last six months due to
malnourishment, and ac-
cording to the medical
charity, Doctors Without
Borders (MSF), the region
is “currently facing an
alarming malnutrition
crisis”.

Between January and
June this year, cases of sev-
ere acute malnutrition
among children rose by
208% compared to the cor-
responding period last
year, marking a dramatic
escalation of an already en-
trenched emergency.

In a statement released
on July 25, the charity said:
“Unfortunately, 652 chil-
dren have already died in
our facilities since the be-
ginning of 2025 due to a
lack of timely access to
care”. The statement also
noted that adults, especial-
ly pregnant and breast-
feeding women, are being
severely affected by this
public health emergency.
An MSF survey of 750
mothers showed that
“more than half of adult ca-
regivers were acutely mal-
nourished, including 13%
with severe acute malnutri-
tion.” According to a study,

RO\
Alarming crisis: Nigeria’s healthcare system suffers from severe underfunding, poor infrastructure, and
staff shortages, leaving more than 6.2 million children remain unvaccinated. AFp

the nutrition crisis in Nige-
ria severely threatens the
health of pregnant women
and their babies, increas-
ing risks of maternal com-
plications, and long-term
developmental
impairments.

These figures point to
more than just a health cri-
sis. They reflect the every-
day realities of a region bat-
tered by conflict, climate
stress, and poverty. Why
are children in Nigeria’s
north still starving, and
what makes this region so
vulnerable to hunger?

Ongoing crisis

Northern Nigeria is caught
in an ongoing crisis of con-
flict and displacement that
has uprooted millions over
the years. The northeast
continues to reel under the
Boko Haram insurgency,
while the northwest strug-
gles with banditry and re-

source-driven clashes, to-
gether creating a cycle of
instability and forced mi-
gration across the region.

Years of such relentless
armed conflict have forced
millions from their homes,
cut families off from farm-
land and markets, and left
civilians as direct victims of
violence, creating a cycle
of displacement and dee-
pening food insecurity
across the region.

Since 2002, the Boko
Haram insurgency has torn
through northeast Nigeria,
displacing millions
through waves of killings,
abductions, and the des-
truction of entire commun-
ities. Women have borne a
disproportionate share of
this violence, often target-
ed in ways that leave last-
ing social and economic
scars. This widespread
upheaval has eroded liveli-
hoods, disrupted agricul-

ture, and severed access to
essential food and health-
care services. As a result,
malnutrition has surged.
Epidemiological studies
have suggested that with-
out the Boko Haram con-
flict, rates of childhood
wasting would be up to 13
percentage points lower, a
reduction that could have
spared thousands of chil-
dren from malnutrition-re-
lated illness and death.

‘Banditry’ crisis

Nigeria’s “banditry” crisis
began as disputes between
farmers and herders over
scarce land and water in
northern Nigeria, and gra-
dually evolved into a full-
blown banditry crisis,
where armed groups now
operate as organised crimi-
nal networks, targeting ru-
ral communities that have
historically been neglected
by the state. This violence

has devastated farming
and food supply chains,
further tightening the grip
of malnutrition across the
region.

According to a recent Ni-
gerian study, with formal
safety nets in this part of
Nigeria largely absent,
food shortage itself risks
becoming both a driver
and a weapon of conflict.
For families facing chronic
malnutrition, the promise
of food, shelter, or protec-
tion can make joining or
supporting armed groups
seem like a desperate but
viable survival strategy. In
this way, the absence of
adequate nutrition and
care does not just deepen
human suffering, it fuels
the very cycles of violence
that continue to destabilise
the region.

Climate pressures
According to the Nigerian
study, climate change con-
tributes to higher rates of
acute child malnutrition,
or wasting. As per a UN-
ICEF report, severe wast-
ing is responsible for one
in five deaths among chil-
dren under the age of five
globally. Since wasting re-
flects short-term nutrition-
al stress, it often serves as
an early warning indicator
that communities are
struggling to cope with cli-
mate shocks. This is espe-
cially relevant in farming
communities where peo-
ple depend on predictable
weather to grow food and
earn a living.

Nigeria is a country that
has faced rising tempera-
tures and recurrent

draughts. Northern and
northeastern Nigeria are
especially exposed to cli-
mate shocks, given their
fragile food systems, weak
public infrastructure, and
persistent insecurity.
These vulnerabilities com-
pound the risk of malnutri-
tion, as even minor disrup-
tions in rainfall or harvests
can quickly translate into
food shortages and acute
nutritional stress.

Weak health systems
While climate shocks and
food insecurity are central
drivers of child malnutri-
tion, the crisis is com-
pounded by another layer
of vulnerability - the coun-
try’s fragile health system.
Nigeria’s healthcare sys-
tem faces deep structural
challenges, including in-
adequate infrastructure,
chronic underfunding, and
a severe shortage of medi-
cal personnel.

According to the 2025
Nigeria Acute Malnutrition
Disaster Brief, data from
the 2021 Multiple Indicator
Cluster Survey shows that
more than 6.2 million chil-
dren across the country
had not received any vacci-
nations.

For many years, the U.S.
Agency for International
Development (USAID)
played a central role in
supporting humanitarian
relief in northeastern Nige-
ria. However, foreign assis-
tance was sharply reduced
under the Trump adminis-
tration, which moved to
scale back USAID, citing
concerns over inefficiency
and political bias.

Conflict, poverty, climate change fuel Nigeria’s worsening

malnutrition crisis

Ty, TR, sraarg aftad Argeniar & farsd gy
AHe B TG1 38 ¢

Over 600 children have died within six months, with cases of severe acute
malnutrition rising by 208% compared to the previous year, says MSF; food
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insecurity also fuels armed conflict, as desperate families may turn to armed
groups in exchange for food, thereby turning it into a vicious cycle

oo o8 7EHT # 600 T 3fie T=il F qg 81 7S 7, 3% 1R Fig pwwr &

e fUsd ad @t ga-1 § 208% ¢ T 8, MSF A H8T; T SRIReT t 93a

TUY P ggrar Aot 8, TP garr TRAR WIS & Ioa IR TG P 3R 3@
PR DA 3, o 98 TP &I 9 SITaT @

Nigeria is the largest economy in Africa

ATGONTRAT 3MPIHT B Jad Tt Srdauawt

¢ Nigeria is the largest economy in Africa, and one of its largest oil producers. Yet, the northern
states of the country are in the grip of an acute malnutrition crisis. Over 600 children have
died in northern Nigeria in the last six months due to malnourishment, and according to the
medical charity, Doctors Without Borders (MSF), the region is “currently facing an alarming
malnutrition crisis”.
ASSIAT 31D B Tad ge! fTaRIT 7, 3R 39H o9 98 dd SdIGH! # 9 T gl b 4,
- F I I TR FUITOT Yhe B gue B ¢ | U o8 aEEl § ST Ageniar § 600 I
SfUF Tl Bt GG FUIVUT & HRUT gs o, 3R e IR sTaed fagree arswd (MsF) &
3R, TG &7 “IdHH H U FRidToMd HUINUl Yhe BT JHT HR 6T |

e Between January and June this year, cases of severe acute malnutrition among children rose
by 208% compared to the corresponding period last year, marking a dramatic escalation of an
already entrenched emergency.
Y Y Sadt 3R o3 & o9, F=dt # iR dig uiwor & A sa af o 53t erafd &t gemn
A 208% ¥ 7Y, S TS ¥ &) T8RS dc o §U Tebe Bl AcHIg gig bl SWfaT B

e |n a statement released on July 25, the charity said: “Unfortunately, 652 children have
already died in our facilities since the beginning of 2025 due to a lack of timely access to
care”. The statement also noted that adults, especially pregnant and breastfeeding women,
are being severely affected by this public health emergency.
25 TS B ORI T SO H AR 3 Fal: “guia ¥, 2025 &1 L3 T 3(F I gHRT gfaenait
H 652 Tl ! Hid T R @A 9 fa- & SR 1 gt 8 1” 9919 § 98 | Fg1 T
o, TRy FU @ et SR WU SR arel Afgeny, $9 Udei-e Wy uTd fRufd 3
TR 0 3 guifad g1 61 8

e An MSF survey of 750 mothers showed that “more than half of adult caregivers were acutely
malnourished, including 13% with severe acute malnutrition.” According to a study, the
nutrition crisis in Nigeria severely threatens the health of pregnant women and their babies,
increasing risks of maternal complications, and long-term developmental impairments.

MSF & 750 TTAT3M & Ta&f0T I Uar I foh “31d T IS TS Ul did HId 9,
8 & 13% TR g FUNUT S IR 1" TH ST & AR, ASoiar § Uy dave mefaddt
Tfgenal SR 3% =i & WY P TR U F Wk H STadT 8, HIg Sfeaansit 3iR ddawriers
fasrarEs g1at &1 Sifaw serar 3|

o These figures point to more than just a health crisis. They reflect the everyday realities of a
region battered by conflict, climate stress, and poverty. Why are children in Nigeria’s north still
starving, and what makes this region so vulnerable to hunger?

3 3fihe Had WY Ydhe B 3R IRRT Tg1 Bl | 3 Tuef, Taarg gard 3R el I 3 &8 o
Aol ot aRafamdTel B gRid g | ATgeniar & S § a= oinft off it Y@ IR W §, 3R 39
&3 DI YW@ & [T ST SRR o1 ST 82

Ongoing prisis
I el PC

¢ Northern Nigeria is caught in an ongoing crisis of conflict and displacement that has uprooted
millions over the years. The northeast continues to reel under the Boko Haram insurgency,
while the northwest struggles with banditry and resource-driven clashes, together creating a
cycle of instability and forced migration across the region.

Page4 1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

U TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

I AT Tuy 3R IR & Ue 9 38 Adhe W BT gl § o asf & aral at b
JETS Bobl § | ITR-Yd dip! 831 fI5ie 9 ofg 367 8, Siafd ITR-UfEH sebal 3R FHre-uRd
Ul § Jud HR 38T 7, S e O & B SHfRRAT 3R TR UamH &1 9% SR &1

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper III: Polity, Governance,And
International Relations)

1. No delay in treating amoebic infection: Kerala health
dept.
ffa® THHUT & IUAR H BIg o1 a1: hedd WA
faymT

2. Kerala to help Himachal Pradesh adopt community-
based palliative care model

fRuTrad weRT & AreTRw-SnuTRd SURMHS SHTd
Aisd AT H $3d $I Heg

3. Lok Sabha clears Bill that bans real money gaming
AHIUT A IRdfd® <= AT R gfdsy Fm= arern
a9 urfya foran

4. Nuclear laws and the role of Opposition

WRUTY ST 3R fauer 1 yfire
5. Why India needs a national space law
HRA DI TP AP SHaRel ST ST SMazasdl i §
6. How charge-coupled devices revolutionised digital
imaging
&9 grel-wucs feargy A feforea sufsi & wifa @
7. SEBI proposal to relax MPS, MPO norms set to
benefit large firms
31 Hufal B 1Y Uga™ & forg MPs, MPO AIFEST § dtd
& DT SEBI &1 Y19
8. Core sector growth slows to 2% in July as fossil fuels
contract

T8 | SiarRd 341 & Riped A BR daex &l gfs 2% d&
it g3

9. Exotel unveils programmable voice infrastructure for
Al agents
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10. U.S. gas-heavy power pipeline set to stoke LNG
exporter tensions

AR®T Ag-3muTd TR uTguws vau-ei fAafde aara
Pl e[ & foe R

11.

No delay in treating amoebic
infection: Kerala health dept.

Samples are sent to State Public Health Lab only for confirmatory diagnosis and identifying the

species responsible for

P e e
[l
'

GS Ill: S&T

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

he Kerala Health
T department  has
brushed aside

speculation that there is an
inordinate delay in diag-
nosing amoebic menin-
goencephalitis as samples
are being sent to the State
Public Health Lab.

In a statement here on
Wednesday, the Health de-
partment said the micro-
biology lab at the Kozhi-
kode Medical College
Hospital had the facility to
check cerebrospinal fluid
samples and make the pre-
sumptive diagnosis that it
was a trophozoite causing

Increased awareness: A pond in the Kerala capital that villagers
have stopped using after the emergence of the disease.

the encephalitis and treat-
ment was initiated as soon
as this happened.

The samples are sent to
the State Public Health Lab
only for confirmatory diag-

nosis and for identifying
the amoeba species res-
ponsible for the infection
and in no way it delays
treatment initiation, it
said. However, when test-

infection, and in no way it delays treatment initiation, the department says

ing for the presence of
amoeba in water samples,
often repeat tests have to
be done, which could take
time.

Since June, the State Pu-
blic Health Laboratory has
had molecular diagnostic
facilities to identify five
common species of free liv-
ing amoeba which are tox-
ic to humans and which
can cause amoebic menin-
goencephalitis, a rare
brain infection. Hence,
Kerala no longer depends
on diagnostic facilities out-
side the State, such as PGI
Chandigarh, for confirma-
tory diagnosis of amoebic
meningoencephalitis, the
government added.

No delay in treating amoebic infection: Kerala health dept.

Hfd® THHUT S IUTR | BIg ¢ el: Hd WareA fAHTT

Samples are sent to State Public Health Lab only for confirmatory diagnosis and
identifying the species responsible for infection, and in no way it delays treatment

initiation, the department says.
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wwﬁwﬁwwuﬁmﬁq@mgﬁwﬁzﬁeﬁvw%mm
TSTIaal @1 Tga ®31 & o1 A9 oird §, 3R fpedt off T @ a8 SR = e A ¢
T¢Y war 8, fAurT 3 warl

The Kerala Health department has brushed aside speculation that there is an inordinate
delay in diagnosing amoebic meningoencephalitis as samples are being sent to the State
Public Health Lab.

A WY fAUTT 7 3 sfehd ! Wiiel o 31 § & orfifas affmeawarsfew &
e 7 srafaa <3 81 < § i TR Ieu Qi W aRERmar 3§ 99 o1 3R §

In a statement here on Wednesday, the Health department said the microbiology lab at the
Kozhikode Medical College Hospital had the facility to check cerebrospinal fluid samples
and make the presumptive diagnosis that it was a trophozoite causing the encephalitis and
treatment was initiated as soon as this happened.
FYIR P! T8 AT T U SO H WA [qURT A Fgl (& difgreis afsowa aiad suard o
geroitafagT v=mar § WS 59 T &1 o HA R RS e a5 &t
gfye ot i U8 eTpIvige € S TRABARY BT SR & 3671 7 3R O € I8 g SUaR T&
R fear |
The samples are sent to the State Public Health Lab only for confirmatory diagnosis and for
identifying the amoeba species responsible for the infection and in no way it delays
treatment initiation, it said. However, when testing for the presence of amoeba in water
samples, often repeat tests have to be done, which could take time.
THA! B had GBI FgH R o1 3 R AR sreftaT yeiterd) @8 g R g
A TR FARTIITET 7 Al 1el ¢ R bl 4 g & 98 ITaR I 3 7 &8 el
BT §, I HeT| gD, oa e A1 A Sfiar $t SufRATA B 51g B o1t ©, A SRR
TR-IR TR0 B Usd &, SaH I9g a7 Ibdi 2|
Since June, the State Public Health Laboratory has had molecular diagnostic facilities to
identify five common species of free living amoeba which are toxic to humans and which can
cause amoebic meningoencephalitis, a rare brain infection. Hence, Kerala no longer
depends on diagnostic facilities outside the State, such as PGI Chandigarh, for confirmatory
diagnosis of amoebic meningoencephalitis, the government added.

T 9, I e WA FaRTRITen § uifae g T § @iy W@y ol
Wﬁmﬁmﬁmwwﬁu‘rﬁwﬁww o 7t & forg fada § ek it
ify® AfMTAwasfed, th gay HRTSs AHHUT, BT HRUT o Thd ¢ | AT, TRHR =
wﬁam&mﬁvﬁ\mﬁa@ﬁw W%m?ﬁﬁamgﬁw&ﬁm&nﬂm
AfFMTAwarRfe & gy fFem & fae R 76 31
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Kerala to help Himachal Pradesh adopt
commumty -based palliative care model

The Hmdu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala Health depart-
ment will offer all support
to Himachal Pradesh to im-
plement the Kerala model
of community-based pallia-
tive care in all Assembly
constituencies in the north
Indian State.

A team from Himachal
Pradesh, including the
Health Minister, Health Se-
cretary and NHM Mission
Director, had visited Kerala
earlier to study the State’s
palliative care model. They
had visited Thiruvanan-
thapuram and Ernakulam
districts to study the deliv-

Afile photo of the palliative care unit of the General Hospital on a
home visit at Palluruthy in Ernakulam district. THULASI KAKKAT

ery of palliative care servic-
es closely and had ex-
pressed their appreciation
for the State’s universal
palliative care delivery for
all bed-ridden patients.

With Himachal Pradesh
deciding to adopt the com-
munity-based  palliative
care model of Kerala, it
had been decided to give
training in palliative care

delivery to 70 doctors and
as many nurses.

10-day training

The first team consisting of
15 nurses and 15 doctors
from Himachal Pradesh
were given 10 days’ train-
ing in palliative care deliv-
ery. The course certificates
were distributed by Health
Minister Veena George at
the conclusion of the train-
ing programme here on
Wednesday.

Additional Chief Secre-
tary (Health) Rajan Kho-
bragade, State Nodal Offic-
er for Palliative Care
Mathew Numpeli, among
others, were present.

Kerala to help Himachal Pradesh adopt coTnmunity-based
palliative care model

fuTae U= &t ISR -SMeTid SURMHS d@UTd Hisd
U § HId Bl Heq

The Kerala Health department will offer all support to Himachal Pradesh to
implement the Kerala model of community-based palliative care in all
Assembly constituencies in the north Indian State.

B WA fAUNT IR HRGH Iy feAee uewr A 99t faur=ayr e |
ATGTR®-TYTRT UMD SHHTA & B AlSd DI AR P & fag gt
"Il UG B |

e Ateam from Himachal Pradesh, including the Health Minister, Health Secretary and NHM
Mission Director, had visited Kerala earlier to study the State’s palliative care model. They
had visited Thiruvananthapuram and Ernakulam districts to study the delivery of palliative
care services closely and had expressed their appreciation for the State’s universal palliative
care delivery for all bed-ridden patients.

fenmae uew ot te A9, o vy WY, W9y |fea ik wueeH fiwe fAewre wnfia
Y, I P IUYTHS AU HISd BT LTI B & (o1 Ugd Bel BT GRT b1 UT| I5i
SURIMAS G@HTA Ja1sit & Eeliast &1 Mg 3109+ B & ot faeasiayRa sik gafpan
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fora &1 SRT fopam ot 3R Tou &) ot forR R o WIS & forw e SuRAe SauTd
IENIENEIRRERICARIT

o With Himachal Pradesh deciding to adopt the community-based palliative care model of
Kerala, it had been decided to give training in palliative care delivery to 70 doctors and as
many nurses.
o FRUTIa WeRT A YA & G-I IURMHS U Aled $I 3O &I ol
for, ot g 7 o T o SRS cauTd fEafiadt § 70 Siaext SiR Ia-! g1 T4t &I UrRIerm

fear S|

e 10-day training
10-fea<fta wiRreror

e The first team consisting of 15 nurses and 15 doctors from Himachal Pradesh were given
10 days’ training in palliative care delivery. The course certificates were distributed by
Health Minister Veena George at the conclusion of the training programme here on

Wednesday.
feHTea U 15 9T 3R 15 BTae3] B! Uga Y B SUNHS @HTA fSaitast & 10 f& @1

wiRn&ruT f3am T | Ufkieur HRiHH & THIH TR I8 UAR &1 TRy HAt don il gRI
Ur&dshd YHTUT U fadivd fg muy

¢ Additional Chief Secretary (Health) Rajan Khobragade, State Nodal Officer for Palliative

Care Mathew Numpeli, among others, were present.
3 AT & A1y Sifafvaa ger afua (Farea) I WianTs, 59 SURMS SHHTT Tsd
e Ao Trieht IufRyd U

India successfully test-fires Agni-5
intermediate-range ballistic missile

%% Il ife_gce _______ ;

NEW DELHI

India on Wednesday suc-
cessfully test-fired its inter-
mediate-range  ballistic
missile Agni-5 from the In-
tegrated Test Range at
Chandipur, Odisha.

In a statement, the De-
fence Ministry said the
launch validated all opera-
tional and technical pa-
rameters and was conduct-
ed under the aegis of the
Strategic Forces Com-
mand. “The intermediate-
range ballistic missile Ag-
ni-5 was successfully test-
fired from Chandipur on
August 20. The launch vali-
dated all operational and
technical parameters,” the
Ministry said.

The missile tested on
Wednesday was a variant
of Agni-5, India’s intercon-
tinental ballistic missile
(ICBM) with a range of
5,000 km. Designed by the
Defence Research and De-
velopment Organisation
(DRDO), the system has
been developed keeping in
view the country’s security
requirements.

Previous trial

The previous trial of Agni-5
was conducted on March
11, 2024, when the DRDO
successfully tested the mis-
sile equipped with Multiple
Independently Targetable
Re-entry Vehicle technolo-
gy, allowing it to strike mul-
tiple targets with a single
launch.

The mtermedlate range Agm-s missile was test-fired from the
Integrated Test Range at Chandipur in Odisha. FILE PHOTO
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India successfully test-fires Agni-5 intermediate-range
ballistic missile

YRA + hadrgd® -5 Aeay-g3l 31 sfeifes foramga &1
uteqor foear

India on Wednesday successfully test-fired its intermediate-range ballistic
missile Agni-5 from the Integrated Test Range at Chandipur, Odisha.

YR 3 FUAR ®1 S & TidiyR fRUT I e I J U= eau-gt ot
dferRes firarsa orf1-5 1 Twaargd® uiien faar

¢ In a statement, the Defence Ministry said the launch validated all operational and technical
parameters and was conducted under the aegis of the Strategic Forces Command. “The
intermediate-range ballistic missile Agni-5 was successfully test-fired from Chandipur on
August 20. The launch validated all operational and technical parameters,” the Ministry said.
&1 HATETT A U SO 8 g1 b yamor 3 3t uRemad iR adb-ie! A & gafud faar
3R 75 Wefore B $uis & daay™ § fasar T aem-gd &) dfafes a5
1 20 3RA P! AEIGR F Thadrgdes UI&or fba 7| gagor 5 it aR=res ok da-i]
THS! &1 gfud foan,” Hared A STl

e The missile tested on Wednesday was a variant of Agni-5, India’s intercontinental ballistic
missile (ICBM) with a range of 5,000 km. Designed by the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO), the system has been developed keeping in view the
country’s security requirements.
YR ! THe0r B 1S g -5, URd @ siavusTgiviy Afufes fraga (cBm) &1
TP TR0 oY, fret URe & 5,000 frft 81 9 Y& YT Ue fdeT9 s+ (DRDO)
SR T3S b 7o § 3R I WUl =1 &t YR&M ATaRISarst di & H [FdHY

e &1 < B

Previous trial

fooar wdhemor

e The previous trial of Agni-5 was conducted on March 11, 2024, when the DRDO successfully
tested the missile equipped with Multiple Independently Targetable Re-entry Vehicle
(MIRV) technology, allowing it to strike multiple targets with a single launch.

3f¥-5 HT TUTAT TRI&U1 11 U, 2024 HT {531 77 AT, T DRDO A 39 AR d &1 Ihaagdsd
RIer fopan o1, S aediva gfeusSedt eriiead A-Udt Fiwd (MIRV) ah-1d I Jareid
fopam T T, SRR Ug U € AYY § S wiedl Y Ve | e g1 S o

Page47

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Lok Sabha clears Bill that
bans real money gaming

The Bill targets companies offering fantasy sports and card games in which, according to the IT

Minister, Tifetime savings evaporate’; Speaker Om Birla says the ‘good Bill' is in ‘national interest’

Aroon Deep

NEW DELHI
he Lok Sabha
passed the Promo-
tion and Regulation

of Online Gaming Bill,
2025, by a voice vote on
Wednesday.

The Bill seeks “to prohi-
bit the offering, operation,
facilitation, advertisement,
promotion and participa-
tion in online money
games”, targeting firms
that offer fantasy sports
and card games where us-
ers can deposit and risk
money.

Speaker Om Birla urged
MPs to unite around the
Bill and IT Minister Ashwi-
ni Vaishnaw referred to
cross-party support for the
goal of the proposed law.
“This is a good Bill. We are
seeing suicides and fami-
lies getting destroyed every
day [due to these plat-
forms] ... Bringing such a
Bill is in the national inter-
est,” Mr. Birla said.

“[T]he lack of a cohe-
rent and enabling legal fra-
mework has hindered the
sector’s structured deve-
lopment and the promo-
tion of responsible gaming
practices, requiring urgent
policy intervention and
support mechanisms,” the
Bill's introduction said.

A1 ¢ ol Bt WidH

Sweeping
measures

\ A A
The Promotion and , s
Regulation of
Online Gaming
Bill, 2025 prohibits

facilitation, 1
advertisement,
promotion

f
offering, operation, ‘i}_*:- §

a1

and pa nicipam

online money games

m ‘Real money gaming' refersto
platforms such as Dream1l and
PokerBaazi where players risk
their money for winnings

u The Rill makes the distinction
herwmeen games of chance and
skill irrelevant, as it seeks to ban
all “online money gaming”

® The industry has argued that
fantasy games are those of
‘skill’ and cannot be regulated by
States as gambling

® The industry says it has annual
revenues exceeding ¥31,000
crores and that it employs over
two lakh people

PUNISHMENTS
® The Bill proposes
imprisonment up to
three years and/or
fine of up to ¥1 crore
for entities offering
or facilitating online
money gaming

u The Bill also seeks to

prohibit advertisement

4 related to online money
games and bars banks
ond linangial institutions
from transferring funds
forary of sueh games

u Advertising can attract
imprisonment up to two
years and/or fineup to
250 lakh. Facilitating
financial transactions
can lead to imprisonment
up to three years and/or
fine up to ¥1 crore

The Bill provides for the
creation of an authority
that will promote e-sports,
which the government is
keen to develop as a crea-
tive and recreational indus-
try. “[T]he parallel prolifer-
ation of online money
games ... offering mone-
tary returns against user
deposits has led to serious
social, financial, psycho-
logical and public health
harms...,” it added.
“Online money games
have become a matter of
great concern in our socie-
ty,” Mr. Vaishnaw said.
“Many people get addict-

ed, lifetime savings evapo-
rate in games, and with the
algorithms in use, there
may be untold levels of
fraud and cheating,” he
added.

The Bill was not re-
leased in draft form for
consultation. Mr. Vaishnaw
said it did not make sense
to open a prohibition law
up for consultation and
pointed out that the go-
vernment had been engag-
ing with the real money
gaming industry for years.
“There is political unanim-
ity on the problem of on-
line money gaming,” he

said. “A political call had to
be taken on what had to be
done,” Union [T Secretary
§. Krishnan told The Hin-
du. “The industry has been
saying that they wanted
clarity on how they should
be regulated... So that clar-
ity has been provided.”

The Bill may face push-
back from the industry. “If
passed in its current form,
the Bill is likely to face a
constitutional challenge on
grounds of trade restric-
tion and legislative compe-
tence,” Vidushpat Singha-
nia, managing partner at
Krida Legal, said.

Lok Sabha
clears Bill
that bans
real money
gaming
AHGHT A
aR<did® 49
T wR
ufasy T
CIRIRCLRED
urfed fosan

The Bill targets
companies
offering fantasy
sports and card
games in which,
according to the
IT Minister,
‘lifetime savings
evaporate’;
Speaker Om
Birla says the
‘good Bill’ is in
‘national
interest’.

g fadus 3
Hufal &1 aférd

IR T & Jd UM HRdl 8, o 315l Tl & AR

STTHR B} TId GHIW g STl 87; AP eae N fagdr vgd & fo ug
351 e fia iR A 71

e The Lok Sabha passed the Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming Bill, 2025, by a
voice vote on Wednesday.
AT FUTR &1 SATAars N & wieare= iR fafvawe fadas, 2025 @) waffma @
CURGAEZ

e The Bill seeks “to prohibit the offering, operation, facilitation, advertisement, promotion and
participation in online money games”, targeting firms that offer fantasy sports and card
games where users can deposit and risk money.
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Tg fadus “3ifars= w-t g & vRara, Ierad, i, faemE, TeR iR yrflert wR ufdse
T B AT 6T 5, 3R 3 HUFI BT Al BT & S Bedl T 3R aT & | U
PR 8, STET STUNTH T TR SHT b SIFEH I3 2

Speaker Om Birla urged MPs to unite around the Bill and IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
referred to cross-party support for the goal of the proposed law. “This is a good Bill. We are
seeing suicides and families getting destroyed every day [due to these platforms] ... Bringing
such a Bill is in the national interest,” Mr. Birla said.

AeaHT seaes W fysar 3 giaal § fadge & g0t & tdhoe g &1 i fvar Sk sl
HA S dwTg 3 TR P P I B T qenTd IHUA $T I 11 T8 TP 3T
fadu® 81 89 &R fo7 [37 Wewm! & HRUT 3TeTgany 3R URaR} &1 96 g1 3T R & ... T
Tt o gt i # &, off fosan 2 wel

“[TIhe lack of a coherent and enabling legal framework has hindered the sector’s structured
development and the promotion of responsible gaming practices, requiring urgent policy
intervention and support mechanisms,” the Bill’s introduction said.

38R 1 TRaTaT § H8T T % [T 3R e ST ol & HHl 3 59 8F & Wiad
fapT ok iR AT yursh & TaR &1 a1fird fvan 7, fores forg ik =fiferta e oiR
a9 Bt Al g] 1"

The Bill provides for the creation of an authority that will promote e-sports, which the
government is keen to develop as a creative and recreational industry. “[T]he parallel
proliferation of online money games ... offering monetary returns against user deposits has
led to serious social, financial, psychological and public health harms...,” it added.

38 Uah TIAHRUT & T3 &1 WA HRAT § o S-TIed B Feral o, o RBR T
IS 3R HARSID I & 7Y B fJRyd 1 gl 8 | S99 Bal T b “[SifarsT w-
T &1 JHMIR TR ... STANTEwd! o T MR W A e ot o 3 iR wmmfsies, facdi,
THIGAIH® 3R WrauHe Wy gifHal & 4 fear g..]1”

“Online money games have become a matter of great concern in our society,” Mr. Vaishnaw
said. “Many people get addicted, lifetime savings evaporate in games, and with the algorithms
in use, there may be untold levels of fraud and cheating,” he added.

“TTATS |l I BHR JHTS H g8 foia1 &1 {99 U €, 4t Iwra = HgT1| “Ps Al 395
3T} 81 9T €, Wil & SaTHR Y 99 JAT 81 St @, 3R Ui fard o X8 TNied & iy
NETHUST 3R TA & 3R WR & Ihd &,” S8 SISl

The Bill was not released in draft form for consultation. Mr. Vaishnaw said it did not make
sense to open a prohibition law up for consultation and pointed out that the government had
been engaging with the real money gaming industry for years.

38 o) TRl & forg witer U H SRY e fosan mar ut1 4t dwrg A wet fob fnel vy ST
& R & foTT Wa SHger! 76l € SR U8 9ar & WeR auf & Saa 7+t AR I o
1Y HaTg B 6! 6

“There is political unanimity on the problem of online money gaming,” he said. “A political
call had to be taken on what had to be done,” Union IT Secretary S. Krishnan told The
Hindu. “The industry has been saying that they wanted clarity on how they should be
regulated... So that clarity has been provided.”

I FeT, “3MTTars J-1 AT o gre R Iorifae gaqmfa 8 17 i smsdt afta vy,
PO A < TG B T, T8 T P P [T T ST +0rg a1 g s o fopam ST g
G@ﬂaﬁaﬁgw%ﬁﬁéuammﬁ%ﬁm—%ﬁﬁﬁum%mwmma‘ra's'm
U&H B K

The Bill may face pushback from the industry. “If passed in its current form, the Bill is likely to
face a constitutional challenge on grounds of trade restriction and legislative competence,”
Vidushpat Singhania, managing partner at Krida Legal, said.

Tg fadue I I foRiy &1 I B ThdT 8| PIST AR & UsY HIGR Rt
I ogl, “gie 3 U= gdA= =0 H Uiid foear man, af a8 Idus IuR ufdsy iR faumd emar
F 3MYR TR TP YAYTes T BT JMHAT HR b g 17

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page49


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Global solar alliance
plans to establish
research hub in India

lacob Kushx
NEW DELHI

By the end of the year, the
International Solar Al-
liance (ISA) will set up 17
centres of excellence in as
many countries, and going
ahead, establish a Global
Capability Centre (GCC) in
India, akin to a “Silicon Val-
ley for solar”, Ashish Khan-
na, director general, ISA,
said at lecture here on
Wednesday.

These 17 centres, which
Mr. Khanna did not dis-
close, will provide testing,
lab training, and a “start-
up ecosystem” in “Indian
Institute of Technology
(IIT)-like” universities, and
the GCC would act as a
“hub” connecting all these
centres, Mr. Khanna said at
an event organised by
think tank The Energy and
Resources Institute, ad-
ding, “Those 17 could soon

rise to 50 as several coun-
tries are looking to India to
improve their human
capability.”

The ISA is a collabora-
tive body set up by India
and France, conceptual-
ised on the sidelines of the
climate Conference of Par-
ties in 2015 in Paris. It is
headquartered in Guru-
gram, Haryana, and has a
membership of around
100 countries.

“Several countries are
looking to engineers from
India to supply the vital hu-
man capital necessary to
implement solar projects.
This includes digital ten-
ders, operation and main-
tenance and all the reskill-
ing that is needed in the
world,” he added.

India has cumulatively
installed about 119 giga-
watts (GW) of solar capaci-
ty as of July 2025, accord-
ing to official estimates.

Global solar alliance plans to
establish research hub in India

AfYd IR TedYT URd &
AU g RITUT B DY
IS §T 38T 8

By the end of the year, the International
Solar Alliance (ISA) will set up 17 centres
of excellence in as many countries, and
going ahead, establish a Global Capability
Centre (GCC) in India, akin to a “Silicon
Valley for solar”, Ashish Khanna, director
general, ISA, said at lecture here on
Wednesday.

39 94 & 3id dP, TR TSaeH
(ISA) 3+ & o=1i | 17 SPTAT D T
P, 3R M TAHT HRd H TP AT
PRI T (GCC) RITFAT B, SiY “TAR
ol & fore Riferer= aeil” S €N, 7E S
SATITHT & HBTRP SMRAY TAT 7 AR
&1 ggi U IR | Pl

e These 17 centres, which Mr. Khanna did not
disclose, will provide testing, lab training, and a “startup
ecosystem” in “Indian Institute of Technology (lIT)-
like” universities, and the GCC would act as a “hub”
connecting all these centres, Mr. Khanna said at an

event organised by think tank The Energy and
Resources Institute, adding, “Those 17 could soon

rise to 50 as several countries are looking to India to improve their human capability.”

q 17 &g, @7
P, S “HURA

off e 3 7Y fopar, udteror, e wfRreror 3R
TR (SM3ATS ) A fasyfaemeral & g1, ik SHff 39 9+f
Sl DI Sre- arar “§F 1| o WA A I8 91 § Tl Us R swieye

R SIfd Th

FRIHT § H AR ST 5 A 17 oTeg & TGHR 50 B THA § TP B3 2 O TS &y
B QYR & I WRd Bt SR TT R 31

e The ISA is a collaborative body set up by India and France, conceptualised on the sidelines
of the climate Conference of Parties in 2015 in Paris. It is headquartered in Gurugram,
Haryana, and has a membership of around 100 countries.

JATETHY T Teant (e & fd HRa 3R Wi A Tt T ur, frgeT faaR 2015 & 9w
o STaifora STaaryg Ual & THEIE & GRIF [T T AT| ST JeATad TITH, gharon & §
3R SH TIHT 100 =N BT Tl |

e “Several countries are looking to engineers from India to supply the vital human capital
necessary to implement solar projects. This includes digital tenders, operation and
maintenance and all the reskilling that is needed in the world,” he added.

‘3 SR TR URGISHISHT BT AR B P oY AT AGAYU! HIHd Yol T 3MYfef 8 URd &
ORI BT 3R <A T2 &1 STH fofoled Tex, TaTad 3R @R 3R gfar ¥ saxges gt
feRepfer =nftra 8,7 351 ShsTl
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¢ India has cumulatively installed about 119 gigawatts (GW) of solar capacity as of July 2025,

according to official estimates.

it e
T B |

A &

TR, HRd 3 JaAT§ 2025 IF TTHT 119 IHTmaTe (GW) TR &

Nuclear laws and the role of Opposition

olitical parties in India,

especially the

Opposition, will soon

need to take a view on a
critical subject with a bearing on
the country’s energy security and
climate change mitigation. The
proposal to amend the Civil
Liability for Nuclear Damages Act
(CLNDA), 2010, and the Atomic
Energy Act (AEA), 1962 — which in
the past witnessed intense debate
— sooner or later, is expected to
come up in Parliament.

With the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP)-led National Democratic
Alliance government indicating its
intention to introduce it during
the monsoon session, Parliament
will revisit the issue whenever the
Bills are introduced.

The plan is to amend the
CLNDA and the AEA to address
the vexatious issue of liability on
the suppliers of equipment and
permit private parties in the field
of nuclear energy, respectively.

The India-U.S. Civil Nuclear
Agreement and the enactment of
the CLNDA led to a series of
standoffs between the
Congress-led United Progressive
Alliance government and
Opposition parties — the BJP and
the Left parties led by CPI(M).

Historical context

Fifteen years ago, the government
introduced a Bill to write laws for
compensation to the people for
nuclear accidents, as India was not
a party to any of the existing
conventions. Parliament was
engaged in a lengthy debate, as
the government preferred the
passage of liability along the lines
of international covenants.

Lack of requisite strength in the
Rajya Sabha, dreadful memories
of the suffering of people from the
1984 Bhopal gas leak, the Gulf of
Mexico oil spill, and the damage to
the nuclear reactor at Fukushima,
Japan, following an earthquake,
provided the backdrop. Sensing an
opportunity, the combined
opposition pressed to raise the
compensation bar on suppliers of
nuclear reactor equipment and
beyond the immediate

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj
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The current
issues have
long-term
implications,
and there is a
need for a
well-rounded
discussion

compensation liability on the
operator. The insertion of the
clause rendered the Act dead on
arrival. Western country
equipment suppliers shied

away. An attempt to tweak it a
decade ago made little difference,
and international response
remains lukewarm.

In 2007, during the debate
around the nuclear deal,
questions were raised about
whether it was considering
amending the AEA, allowing
private sector participation. The
government then noted that the
1997 report of the Dr. Raja
Ramanna Committee had been
examined, and a review of the Act
had been under consideration
since then. Now both issues are
scheduled to return on
Parliament’s agenda.

Raising concerns

In February this year, the
Congress raised objections to the
announcement to amend the Acts.
It said the move dilutes
accountability of suppliers, raises
domestic risk, and protects
equipment suppliers, reflecting
the Convention on Supplementary
Compensation, compromising the
citizens’ safety, and leaning in
favour of international
corporations. The party also
alleged that the move was
intended to appease foreign
interests, particularly France and
the U.S., ahead of Prime Minister
Narendra Modji’s visit.

Back in 2010, then-Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh stated
that the process for compensation
for nuclear accidents began in
1999, and such a law was needed.
The government then dismissed
claims that the proposed law was
timed with a visit by President
Barack Obama.

Now, the central issue is
whether the Congress will take a
studied stance on the proposed
legislation. There is a serious
debate taking place outside on the
move to build small modular
reactors, with many countries
vying to have a piece of the pie.
The contribution of energy from
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nuclear power is estimated to be
slightly over 3% of the total power
generation. At the end of last year,
the installed capacity of 24
nuclear power plants stood at 8.8
GW, the government informed
Parliament. This was when the
country set a target of 10 GW by
the year 2000. The government
now aims for 22.48 GW by 2031-32
and an ambitious 100 GW by 2047.

In the past, the Opposition took
an about-turn on three key issues.
At the turn of the century,
opposition led to a delay in
enacting an amendment to the
Patents Act, 1970. Eventually, after
a change of sides, the Opposition’s
support resulted in the mandatory
amendment. A decade ago, on
two other contentious issues, the
Opposition stalled laws, one on
insurance law to raise the foreign
direct investment ceiling, and the
ratification of the exchange of
enclaves with Bangladesh under
the Land Border Agreement.
Finally, these proposed laws were
enacted with the then-Opposition
offering support, with minor or no
concessions. Leaders across the
aisle walked together to arrive at
an agreed position as the
governments of the day worked, in
their assessment, to further the
national interest.

Need for a debate

Today, the NDA government does
not have to look across the aisle
for support.

The current issues have
long-term implications, and there
is a need for a well-rounded
discussion that takes into account
all factors around nuclear energy,
the shift towards small modular
reactors, the larger question of
disposal of nuclear waste, and
allied subjects. The Opposition
should play a leading role in
initiating this discussion and
decide accordingly.

Otherwise, during a debate on a
contentious issue two decades
ago, a member on the Treasury
Benches remarked to another
member of the Opposition that a
change of sides should not result
in a change of stand.

Road, Gorakhpur
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Nuclear laws and the role of Opposition

TRHTY] HT 3R faues 1 yfres

Civil Liability for Nuclear Damages Act (CLNDA) and Atomic Energy Act (AEA)
Amendments

Tt g g Stari gl Sififaw (CLNDA) 3R wRuTY] St siftf-aw
(AEA) ® TR

e Political parties in India, especially the Opposition, will soon need to take a view on a critical
subject with a bearing on the country’s energy security and climate change mitigation.
YRA BT A1 Tiied! o1, faxive fauer o1, Sieg gt b Heayul fawd uR I s gieft
T Yay 3= 31 SHoll GRET 3R FTaarg ufead=T W= 3 5

e The proposal to amend the CLNDA, 2010, and the AEA, 1962 — which in the past witnessed
intense debate — sooner or later, is expected to come up in Parliament.
CLNDA, 2010 3{R AEA, 1962 T IR & TRdTd — 19 IR Ugd 76 989 81 g1 § — Sleg
aTe & THe B 3 Bt 3EfiT B

o With the BJP-led NDA government indicating its intention to introduce it during the
monsoon session, Parliament will revisit the issue whenever the Bills are introduced.
YTSIT-Aqcd aTell TSI TRPR A 38 ARG 9 H U A 61 Yobd 31 §, 3R o &1 faa
031 817, 4G 39 g5 R R 9 faaR &t

e The plan is to amend the CLNDA and the AEA to address the vexatious issue of liability on
the suppliers of equipment and permit private parties in the field of nuclear energy,
respectively.

IS CLNDA 3R AEA T SRITeH R JUSRUI MYfcidrdisi TR g & faargrug gg, &
A 3R WA it & H el uel &) rgufa <7 3t 71

¢ The India-U.S. Civil Nuclear Agreement and the enactment of the CLNDA led to a series of
standoffs between the Congress-led UPA government and Opposition parties — the BJP
and the Left parties led by CPI(M).
YRA-3AN®T 3T TRHTY TUSNdT 3R CLNDA & A 811 ¥ Siig-Aqed ardl e
WPHR AR faueh ga — yreur 3R ATHUT Aged a1 919 qal & g B3 <hRId gu|

Historical context
e waaf
o Fifteen years ago, the government introduced a Bill to write laws for compensation to the
people for nuclear accidents, as India was not a party to any of the existing conventions.
u%g ¥ Ugq, W%mﬁnﬂugﬁﬁ%ﬁmmﬁgﬂméﬁ%@mmﬁ%ﬁﬂ
T fadaes Oy fara o1, aiifes URd HieleT frelt ot a3 &1 UefdR gt ol
e Parliament was engaged in a lengthy debate, as the government preferred the passage of
liability along the lines of international covenants.
TG # el 959 Tl Hih TRPR T P SRS HAHSNG $1 ol UR UTRT BRAT d1gait

i

e Lack of requisite strength in the Rajya Sabha, dreadful memories of the 1984 Bhopal gas
leak, the Gulf of Mexico oil spill, and the Fukushima nuclear reactor disaster in Japan
following an earthquake, provided the backdrop.

ISTTHT H IS TgHd Pt BT, 1984 HIUTA AT ATHSY, T 3T AfRTPY 3ifae fua,
3R ST § YU & 91 g8 PHIRMHET URHTY] 3ATUST A gEYH TR Hi|

e Sensing an opportunity, the combined opposition pressed to raise the compensation bar
on suppliers of nuclear reactor equipment and beyond the immediate liability on the operator.
AR < gU, A faues 7 TRATY] Ruder IuH0N SYfclaraisil TR Gamasm W1 e 3R
TIRCR R dehTdl ST H SN S DT GaTd STe |
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The insertion of the clause rendered the Act dead on arrival. Western country equipment
suppliers shied away.

U YRT B Sie- ¥ s 3R= gid & FHrerurdt g1 man uftedt 3= & Iuewmvor sryfdeat
CIERCRIY

An attempt to tweak it a decade ago made little difference, and international response
remains lukewarm.

T TP SIS Ugd 9GeH & TN I B 91 Wb ] UST 3R SIeRRTgTa wfafewan o oft 3
CRIRGT

In 2007, during the debate around the nuclear deal, questions were raised about whether it
was considering amending the AEA, allowing private sector participation.

2007 T, TRHTY] JHFA TR 969 & SR I8 JaTd 3¢ [ T AEA T I=ited & felt & it
HRTGRT 1 Srgafd & o @1 3

The government then noted that the 1997 report of the Dr. Raja Ramanna Committee had
been examined, and a review of the Act had been under consideration since then.
WHR 3 d9 Fgl fa 1997 B Y. Ira vaan afifa &) Rud ot aian $ R g iR da &
3w o1 THlen W f99R 9a W@ 5l

Now both issues are scheduled to return on Parliament’s agenda.

39 ST 48, WG & YOl TR ded ard 7

Raising concerns
o A4

3o T

In February this year, the Congress raised objections to the announcement to amend the
Acts.

U 9 WAt ®, S A ! J Ixes @1 avun W ki ok |

It said the move dilutes accountability of suppliers, raises domestic risk, and protects
equipment suppliers, reflecting the Convention on Supplementary Compensation,
compromising the citizens’ safety, and leaning in favour of international corporations.
T Hel U1 fob T8 FHeH SMyfddbdiell & Taradel B FUWR BT ¢, G THAT FId1 8,
JUHRYT SHTYffmaraf o1 &/ BT §, Sifafvad G3masr WA &I SATdT g, ANRD| BI GR&T
< FHEIA BT § 3R HARTPII Sl F uef § g g

The party also alleged that the move was intended to appease foreign interests, particularly
France and the U.S., ahead of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit.

aref 3 7g ft 3R T i g8 wew fadxh e, fadiv = u 3 wiv 3k e & g A
& g o1, St gUTHA A% WG @1 A= ¥ ugd IS T

Back in 2010, then-Prime Minister Manmohan Singh stated that the process for
compensation for nuclear accidents began in 1999, and such a law was needed.

2010 T, TepTel Gy HHTe Rig 3 ot o {3 wamn) gefersit & g gamas & ufsan
1999 T = g3 2t 3R VAT B ATIRTD T |

The government then dismissed claims that the proposed law was timed with a visit by
President Barack Obama.

DR A T 39 <14 Bl GRS DR a1 U7 fob URATIAd DL BT FHI APUFT TRTH SHTSTHT B
T & 1Y SIS T T

Now, the central issue is whether the Congress will take a studied stance on the proposed
legislation.

39 HER ET I8 § b 1 Iy TRaTfad 1 R Ueh faaRyul 3@ o |

There is a serious debate taking place outside on the move to build small modular reactors,
with many countries vying to have a piece of the pie.

B ATeger U §H 3! {331 & I8TT MU Hed R a16R U 1R 969 9 a1 7, fored
#4239 RWad F R dls R 2

The contribution of energy from nuclear power is estimated to be slightly over 3% of the total
power generation.

TRUTY] Solt I SoTl BT ANTGH Ha faoTell STG BT TTHIT 3% F AUTST Y 3fiehT il g |

At the end of last year, the installed capacity of 24 nuclear power plants stood at 8.8 GW,
the government informed Parliament.
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Usd ad & 3fd o, 24 URHTY] faerelt T4l &1 R &ar 8.8 hmare o, 98 PR 7 "ag
AR

This was when the country set a target of 10 GW by the year 2000.

g dd YT Sd <=7 - AT 2000 TP 10 FTRITATE BT &7 @M T

The government now aims for 22.48 GW by 2031-32 and an ambitious 100 GW by 2047.
DR BT 3d AEH 2031-32 AP 22.48 TNMETE 3R TGATHIET 2047 T 100 FTETE B

In the past, the Opposition took an about-turn on three key issues.

3cfid 7, faues 7 9 Aeaqul gl )R ! @S|

At the turn of the century, opposition led to a delay in enacting an amendment to the Patents
Act, 1970.

Tl & A W, fauer 3 Ude sifufraw, 1970 # Ixie o # S a=

Eventually, after a change of sides, the Opposition’s support resulted in the mandatory
amendment.

3idc:, U4 Saa & aTe, fauel & Jad= ¥ sif+ard dxie gt ma|

A decade ago, on two other contentious issues, the Opposition stalled laws, one on
insurance law to raise the FDI ceiling, and the ratification of the exchange of enclaves
with Bangladesh under the Land Border Agreement.

TP TR Ugd, &l 31 faareRug Gel W, faugt A STl B 4T, T S1H1 BT | THSISMg
W1 Fem W, 3R gOR1 YfHr Har gusha & d8d SR & A1Y THdl & ATSH-USH &
Glaﬁlaﬂ W

Finally, these proposed laws were enacted with the then-Opposition offering support, with
minor or no concessions.

3fdd:, 39 URATAd B B! 39 THT & faues o gHd= ¥ an] foean man, fores arget a1 ol
R IBEE G KARIE]

Leaders across the aisle walked together to arrive at an agreed position as the governments
of the day worked, in their assessment, to further the national interest.

et = e U Hgud R o ugem & e wy & fosar i 39 959 & BRI A
3 3Tepar H AP fad 1 311 Sg b1 1A fha|

Need for a debate
I8 B! TaIHdT

Today, the NDA government does not have to look across the aisle for support.

3T, TSI R R Bl §HUA & T fques Y 3R 3@ & Sfrawashal T8l &

The current issues have long-term implications, and there is a need for a well-rounded
discussion that takes into account all factors around nuclear energy, the shift towards small
modular reactors, the larger question of disposal of nuclear waste, and allied subjects.
Holel Ge! & Srfopifere uTa 8, 3R Taxgehl g fob URHT] Seif, B Aisger Ruges) o
3R FCala, TRHTY] FaR & fAUe &1 91 Jard, ok Jafda fawal iR wft uggsit &) e &
WA §U U ATIH 9di $i S|

The Opposition should play a leading role in initiating this discussion and decide accordingly.
3 Tl 1 B3N B B fauer w1 sroft yftrest Ay anflu oik 39 srgarR fofa o
By

Otherwise, during a debate on a contentious issue two decades ago, a member on the
Treasury Benches remarked to another member of the Opposition that a change of sides
should not result in a change of stand.

3T, &I GRI® Ugd Uah [AdTerug Je, IR 969 & GRM, T U8l & U 9aw - faue & &
3 HE W ¥ $e AT fb Uef Saa o1 o ¥/ dgal el 511 AligUl
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Why India needs a national space law

What does the Outer Space Treaty of 1967 stipulate? Is it self-executing? Why is it important that countries enact their own national space legislations? What has

been India’s approach to space legislation? Why is creating affordable insurance frameworks for space startups crucial?

EXPLAINER

Shrawani Shagun

The story so far:
ndia is set to celebrate its second
National Space Day on August 23.
Following Chandrayaan-3’s
soft-landing near the lunar south
pole to the upcoming Gaganyaan and
Chandrayaan missions, as well as the
Bharat Antariksh Station, the Indian space
programme is set to make history many
times over. Yet an essential component
remains grounded — the legal
architecture. In the race to explore,
innovate, and commercialise outer space,
a strong space law is necessary.

What about global space legislation?
The Outer Space Treaty of 1967
establishes that space is the province of
all mankind, and therefore prohibits
national appropriation, and places
responsibility on states for national
activities in space, whether conducted by
the government or private entities. Its
companion agreements create binding
frameworks of rights, responsibilities, and
liability rules. However, these treaties are
not self-executing. According to Aarti
Holla-Maini, director of the United
Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs
(UNOOSA), “The core United Nations
treaties on outer space provide the
foundational principles for all space
activities: from the peaceful use of outer
space to the responsibility and liability of
states. National legislation is the means by
which nations can give effect to these
principles domestically, ensuring that
their growing space sectors develop in a
safe, sustainable, and internationally
responsible way.” India has ratified the
key UN space treaties but it is still in the
process of enacting comprehensive
national space legislation.

While space policy may signal intent,
law is what creates an enforceable
structure. “National space legislation
offers predictability, legal clarity, and a

stable regulatory environment for both
government and private actors,” Rossana
Deim-Hoffmann, UNOOSA Global Space
Law Project Lead said. Many countries
now have national space legislation.
Japan, Luxembourg, and the U.S. have
enacted frameworks to facilitate licensing,
liability coverage, and commercial rights
over space activities.

Will India enact similar legislation?
India’s approach to space legislation
reflects a methodical, incremental
strategy. As space law expert Ranjana
Kaul notes, “It should be understood that
national space legislation includes two
cardinal interdependent aspects: (i)
technical regulations governing space
operations in orbit by commercial entities
— this is the first aspect of ‘authorisation”
process under Article VI [of the Outer
Space Treaty]. The Department of Space
is proceeding meticulously in this matter.”
This methodical approach has yielded
concrete regulatory developments, which

includes the Catalogue of Indian
Standards for Space Industry, critical for
ensuring the safety of space operations;
the Indian Space Policy, providing details
of activities that non-governmental
entities are encouraged to undertake; and
the IN-SPACe Norms, Guidelines and
Procedures (NPG) for implementation of
Indian Space Policy, 2023, in respect of
authorisation of space activities.
However, the second component is still
pending. According to Dr. Kaul, “(ii) the
overarching regulatory framework
(textual part) — this is the ... ‘space
activities law’ that will contain provisions
of the OST that are meticulously,
carefully, appropriately drafted.”

What are industry perspectives?
From the industry’s standpoint, the
current regulatory transition creates
significant operational challenges. Gp.
Capt. T.H. Anand Rao (retd.), director of
the Indian Space Association, identified
priorities for national space legislation

beginning with the fundamental need for
a statutory authority.

“IN-SPACe, which currently operates
without formal legal backing, requires
clear statutory authority to strengthen its
role as the central regulatory body,” Mr.
Rao said. “The national space law should
clearly set out licensing rules,
qualifications, application processes,
timelines, fees, and reasons for
acceptance or denial, to avoid
unnecessary delays and confusion from
multiple ministry approvals.” The
dual-use nature of space technologies
creates particular complications, with
companies facing delays from multiple
ministry clearances even after provisional
approvals. Clear FDI rules, such as
allowing 100% FDI in satellite component
manufacturing under automatic routes,
would attract critical capital for startups
to scale operations. This operational
clarity extends to liability frameworks,
with Mr. Rao emphasising that “while
India is ultimately responsible
internationally, private companies must
hold proper third-party insurance to
cover any damages. This includes creating
affordable insurance frameworks for
startups managing high-value space
assets. Innovation protection remains
equally crucial, “legislation should secure
intellectual property rights without
excessive government control, encourage
partnerships among industry, academia,
and government, and foster investor
trust.” This balanced approach would
prevent migration of talent and
technologies to more IP-friendly
jurisdictions. Mr. Rao also stressed the
need for mandatory accident
investigation procedures, enforceable
space debris management laws, unified
frameworks for space-related data and
satellite communications, and an
independent appellate body to prevent
conflicts of interest. Without statutory
backing, IN-SPACe’s decisions remain
vulnerable to procedural challenges.

Shrawani Shagun is a researcher
focusing on environmental sustainability
and space governance.
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The Outer Space Treaty of 1967
establishes that space is the
province of all mankind, and
therefore prohibits national
appropriation, and places
responsibility on states for
national activities in space,
whether conducted by
government or private entities.

v

India’s approach to space
legislation reflects a
methodical, incremental
strategy.

v

Gp. Capt. T.H. Anand Rao
(retd.), director of the Indian
Space Association, identified
priorities for national space
legislation beginning with the
fundamental need for a
statutory authority.

Why India needs a national space lawHIRd 3l U QT@TI

SARe BT B MMATDAT FI §
National Space Day and India’s Space Law Needs

WP Saiel feaw ok YRa F siafver S Tt smazawang

e India is set to celebrate its second National Space Day on August 23.

YR 30T GORT G Sfaf¥er feaw 23 eRa &1 7 w1 @1 8|

e Following Chandrayaan-3’s soft-landing near the lunar south pole to the upcoming

Gaganyaan and Chandrayaan missions, as well as the Bharat Antariksh Station, the
Indian space programme is set to make history many times over.

UET-3 B I5HT & il ga F I Ave-af$T ¥ AR oM are AT iR dsa™
foreM qur URT siaf¥el WM do, YR 3iaRer w1deH o3 IR gfasr W & fou duR 81
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Yet an essential component remains grounded — the legal architecture. In the race to
explore, innovate, and commercialise outer space, a strong space law is necessary.

R ot U Heaqul e SHLRT 8 — BT ST 3faRe B W, TaER 3R ATTURAGR Bt
A1g A U HoIge iaiel B SHIIF g |

Global Space Legislation

3fafve A

The Outer Space Treaty of 1967 establishes that space is the province of all mankind, and
therefore prohibits national appropriation, and places responsibility on states for national
activities in space, whether conducted by the government or private entities.

e Siafver Wi 1967 I RITd TRl & [ sfafve Q¥ g wifa &1 & 3, 3R 3ufare U
T TR e I 3, T Sfaiker B T afafiat & forg wrsat Y RrieR sgRrdt
2, 918 3 WHR gRI 8 a1 ot Jwuraft gri|

Its companion agreements create binding frameworks of rights, responsibilities, and
liability rules. However, these treaties are not self-executing. ]

3! T ARl SR, forerial ok a1 i &1 SR gfen a1 3 |
gTaifer, 3 ST Taa: Ry =g gidl|

According to Aarti Holla-Maini (Director, UNOOSA), “The core United Nations treaties on
outer space provide the foundational principles for all space activities: from the peaceful use
of outer space to the responsibility and liability of states. National legislation is the
means by which nations can give effect to these principles domestically.”

SR Brar-A-t (1%, UNOOSA) & SuR, “Hgad WY $t Sfafver Tt waft sfafver
Tfafafiat & fae giard Rigia vem oxddt §: safver & =i SUGRT 9§ A Al B
ﬁ%@ﬁ;ﬁfﬁﬂéﬁhﬁ%|w@uwa€mwéﬁ|ﬂ$mmﬁﬂgﬁmﬁMWW
THTE &1 K

India has ratified key UN space treaties but it is still in the process of enacting
comprehensive national space legislation.

YRT 3 = HYa Y fafer SRt $1 gfd 3t 3, Afs wg ondt o sarues e siafver
B T B ufpar 4 g

National Space Legislation

P 3iaRer T

While space policy may signal intent, law is what creates an enforceable structure.

SIg1 Satvel i SIS BT Whd ol §, 61 P TP Yad=1a grdT §11 5|

“‘National space legislation offers predictability, legal clarity, and a stable regulatory
environment for both government and private actors,” said Rossana Deim-Hoffmann
(UNOOSA Global Space Law Project Lead).

TPV Jfafier BT WBR IR st g Gralt 3 forg qatgaad, ST wgar ok te
fRR fFam® araraRur veH #3dl 8,7 T S5H-8FAT (UNOOSA Taled WY df Uielae
ws) A Hell

Many countries now have national space legislation. Japan, Luxembourg, and the U.S.
have enacted frameworks to facilitate licensing, liability coverage, and commercial rights
over space activities.

319 B, G P UTY AP HafNe B ¢ | U, TaaHa SR 3@fvest 7 siafve fafaf
R ATSARI, STRIE Favel 3R AIU® IRGR &1 FH a1 & T gld F L 5|

Will India enact similar legislation?

FIT UG THT 81 B SICIT?

India’s approach to space legislation reflects a methodical, incremental strategy.
3fdfke] BT P AR R BT DIV U Goaafed, Hiu® IUHIT HI S=idr g |

As space law expert Ranjana Kaul notes, “It should be understood that national space
legislation includes two cardinal interdependent aspects: (i) technical regulations governing
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space operations in orbit by commercial entities — this is the first aspect of ‘authorisation’
process under Article VI [of the Outer Space Treaty]. The Department of Space is
proceeding meticulously in this matter.”

i b 3fcifel BT fIRIoR I61 Pl Hecll 8, “Ug THH ST =1fey fob AP faRef w4
3l ey RER-FR ugq i € () Fo o s Jwrelt grr siafer i@t & fafa
HA d1d dbHien! fafagm — %mﬁ&r;ﬁ%al:ﬁ}zw & dgd UMYHRr UfchdT BT
Ugdl Ugq & | Srafver faumT 59 o § wraurigde o §¢ @181

This methodical approach has yielded concrete regulatory developments, which includes
the Catalogue of Indian Standards for Space Industry, critical for ensuring the safety of
space operations; the Indian Space Policy, providing details of activities that non-
governmental entities are encouraged to undertake; and the IN-SPACe Norms, Guidelines
and Procedures (NPG) for implementation of Indian Space Policy, 2023, in respect of
authorisation of space activities.

Y gHafyd =PI 3 31 e faery ver fay 8, fore Wi se+d & fog uedta
nﬂaﬁaﬁﬁiﬁ S afafver ST ot gRem YFd e & e dgayl §; YR safver
Hifar, ot IR-IRp R TR D1 Medfed i S aredt Tl @1 fdaror yam sl &; 3R
JMETA-W AFSS, fammfAdr 3R ufhard (NPG) X €, St 2023 &1 YR 3fdfver Hifd
& Frat-ga SR sfaier fafafrl 3 miieor & W&t €1
However, the second component is still pending. According to Dr. Kaul, “(ii) the overarching
regulatory framework (textual part) — this is the ... ‘space activities law’ that will contain
provisions of the OST that are metlculously, carefully, appropnately draﬂed

BTailep, gl Uew ol dfad g1 8. ®ia & SF9R, “(ii) T ame giar (ursy fgwm) —
%@mﬁ&mﬁlﬁﬁrw WWOST$WW‘M%WWM§$@H%WW@MW
S|

What are industry perspectives?

ST & ERPIvT T 52

From the industry’s standpoint, the current regulatory transition creates significant
operational challenges.
I & VDI W, g e HspHvT Heaqul Tared ddeft gefaar S s gl
Gp. Capt. T.H. Anand Rao (retd.), director of the Indian Space Association, identified
priorities for national space legislation beginning with the fundamental need for a statutory
authorlty

p. S EL.TH. 3MTHE 1A (QATTg), YR iafvel W & Fexies, 3 g siafver
ﬁm@wﬁﬁwaﬁ ! Yad te dutfae wiftres ot ot M srazgdar 3
gl 8|
“IN-SPACe, which currently operates without formal legal backing, requires clear statutory
authority to strengthen its role as the central regulatory body,” Mr. Rao said. “The national
space law should clearly set out licensing rules, qualifications, application processes,
timelines, fees, and reasons for acceptance or denial, to avoid unnecessary delays and
confusion from multiple ministry approvals.”
ot I19 7 HET, “IN-SPACe, Sl UM # 3u=mies ST quef= & fom Tenferd 81 @1 8, &
& e e & U F ot YfieT & Teed a3 & o Wy durfae urftreor o
SICRUCE| I ﬂgﬁnmﬁ&rwﬁwwﬁaﬁﬁmmﬂ FIare, rded ufar,
AT, Yo 3R Wl a1 srdftepfa & srRur Fuifa & T1fey, arfe w3 darerda
STHIEA ¥ B ATl SFTIRA® Gt 3R YH I &1 o 9 |”

The dual-use nature of space technologies creates particular complications, with companies
facing delays from multiple ministry clearances even after provisional approvals. Clear FDI
rules, such as allowing 100% FDI in satellite component manufacturing under automatic
routes, would attract critical capital for startups to scale operatlons

3ffer MR b S U-SUTRT TReT AR SfeerTt der el 2, R Sufal srermh
3fAE e & a1g o B HATadl Bt Aot B &Y T WA Rl 8 | T UwStens A, o
JUUT g +Hf0T T T AR & d6d 100% THSIATE DI AT G, WICHH B Hare
B fIR B & fo1T Heayuf doit s fa s
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This operational clarity extends to liability frameworks, with Mr. Rao emphasising that “while
India is ultimately responsible internationally, private companies must hold proper third-party
insurance to cover any damages. This includes creating affordable insurance frameworks

for startups managing high-value space assets.”

g URaTe WEdT SR gidl adb iR &, ford 4t J1a A SR <P BT [ “oIgl Uk Sfda:
i TR R R B, 7t st dufat &1 fraft ot erfy & vk o & for Sfia wE-
U1t ST 381 AU SO Iw-Hed a1 SidiRer Huiidl &1 Ueer & aTd }Ie s & forg
gay a1 g s I g 1
Innovation protection remains equally crucial, “legislation should secure intellectual property
rights without excessive government control, encourage partnerships among industry,
academia, and government, and foster investor trust.” This balanced approach would
prevent migration of talent and technologies to more IP-friendly jurisdictions.

TATIR TREUT T U I HEAYU 8, “HT BT SATIS WRBRT (=01 & 91 difsd Tt

SFUPRY B! JRF&T BT AR, I, BT i MR WHR & o1 ATHGRY B! MedTled BT
TMRT, 3R Fra=re fayra &1 Fgrar &1 A1 s Hgfora eI ufawr ok wenfifeal &

A &1 3w smedl-thed &= & S J A

Mr. Rao also stressed the need for mandatory accident investigation procedures,
enforceable space debris management laws, unified frameworks for space-related data
and satellite communications, and an independent appellate body to prevent conflicts of
interest. Without statutory backing, IN-SPACe’s decisions remain vulnerable to procedural
challenges.

&t 19 7 ifrard g g ufshanail, a8 a1y siafvar e ydeu= ST, sialka 3
e SeT 3R SuUE HaR & g gt gra, SR fEdl & cavra &1 Ap & o1y U Faa
Sftela e o1 srazgear )R oft SR fean) durfie §92F & {91, IN-SPACe & fufg
TfsharEs TAIfaaT & Ui Faed 99 8d 8

Page58

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

[
Light to image: Willard Bovle and George Smith with a charge-coupled device in 1974. AFp
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How charge-coupled devices
revolutionised digital imaging

At the time it was invented in 1969, the charge-coupled device (CCD) was a pioneering technology that converted light into electrical signals using an

array of capacitors that transferred electric charges in a sequence

Vasudevan Mukunth

charge-coupled device (CCD) is
B aremarkable electronic
component used to capture

images by converting light into
electrical signals. Its invention marked a
significant milestone in technology,
influencing fields such as photography,
astronomy, medicine, and many others.

What is a CCD?

At the time it was invented in 1969, the
CCD was a pioneering technology that
converted light into electrical signals
using an array of capacitors that
transferred electric charges in a
sequence. Today, CCD technology has
fundamentally transformed how we
capture, analyse, and share visual
information, representing one of the most
important technological advances of the
20th century.

A CCD consists of an integrated circuit
made up of an array of small picture
elements called pixels. Each pixel acts like
a small light sensor that collects photons
(the particles of light) and converts them
into electrical charges. These charges are
then transferred across the device, one
pixel at a time, to be read and processed
into a digital image.

Imagine a grid where every little
square captures some light and turns it
into an electric signal that can be
measured and displayed as part of a

complete picture. That’s what a CCD
does.

How was the CCD invented?

Willard Boyle and George Smith at Bell
Telephone Laboratories in New Jersey in
the U.S. invented the first CCD in 1969
(Smith passed away on May 28, 2025.)
They were initially working on using
semiconductor technology to create new
types of memory devices. During a
brainstorming session, they realised that
an electric charge could be stored and
moved on small capacitors arranged close
together.

Boyle and Smith came up with the idea
to connect these capacitors in a way that
allowed electrical charges to be shifted
along the device, a process they called
“charge coupling”. This way, the charges
could be transferred in a controlled
manner, paving the way for its use in
capturing images by converting light into
electrical signals.

Their groundbreaking work earned
them the Nobel Prize for physics in 2009,
highlighting the profound impact of CCDs
on science and technology.

Soon after, companies like Fairchild
Semiconductor and Sony further
developed CCDs, making them practical
for mass production and use in cameras
and other imaging devices.

How does a CCD work?
A CCD operates using the photoelectric

effect, where light that falls on the device
generates electron-hole pairs in the
semiconductor material.

Specifically, when photons enter a
CCD, they strike the semiconductor
material beneath each pixel. This energy
knocks electrons loose, creating a small
group of electrons proportional to the
intensity of light in that pixel. Each pixel
is essentially a small capacitor that holds
these electrons. The amount of charge in
each pixel varies depending on how
much light the pixel has received.

A voltage is applied to electrodes
placed over the pixels in a sequence that
moves the charges from one pixel to the
next, like passing buckets of water along a
line. This is why it’s called a
“charge-coupled” device, and this process
continues until all the charge has reached
a readout register.

The accumulated charge from each
pixel is then converted into a voltage
signal, which can be amplified and
digitised by connected electronics to form
a digital image.

This sequential transfer and reading
process allows the CCD to create a precise
and high-quality representation of a scene
being captured.

Where are CCDs used?

Since 1969, CCDs have revolutionised
many fields by improving their ability to
capture light as data. At the household
level, CCDs made possible the rise of

digital cameras by replacing film with
sensors that captured images
electronically. This allowed people to
view their images instantly, edit them,
and store them in hard drives, greatly
influencing everyday life and media.
They’re also used in CCTV cameras to
provide high-quality video feeds for
security in places like banks, shopping
malls, and hospitals.

CCDs play a vital role in medical
diagnostics, including in X-ray imaging,
computed tomography (CT) scans, and
endoscopy. Their high resolution and
sensitivity produce clearer images that
help doctors determine more accurate
diagnoses and treatments. In the same
vein, because of their sensitivity and
precision, CCDs are also used in
microscopes, spectrometers, and particle
detectors where they allow scientists to
analyse images in detail, for example,
when they study cells, the structure of
materials, and other physical
phenomena.

In astronomy, CCDs have become the
gold standard for astronomical imaging.
Telescopes fit with CCDs can capture faint
and distant celestial objects with more
sensitivity and accuracy than traditional
photographic plates. This capability has
vastly increased astronomers’
understanding of the universe, helping
them discover distant galaxies, detect
exoplanets, and study cosmic
phenomena.

How charge-coupled devices revolutionised digital

imaging

>4 Irol-pucs fEarsy A faforea safsi & wifa @ dt

o At the time it was invented in 1969, the charge-coupled device (CCD)
was a pioneering technology that converted light into electrical signals
using an array of capacitors that transferred electric charges in a

sequence.

o9 59 1969 U 3faspd

do-te i R yerr o1 fagga
mmwmwﬁmwﬁﬁmmaﬁw

aﬂ?réh

Charge-Coupled Device (CCD)

qTol-BUeS

(CCD)

foar rar T, mﬁmﬁaﬁ'ﬂ(ccn)wm
wﬁﬁuﬁaﬁhm foraw "erfet ot
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A charge-coupled device (CCD) is a remarkable electronic component used to capture
images by converting light into electrical signals.

mﬁm%am(cco)w&raﬁagém HUMC g orIHT IR Ul & faggd
bl B dedPp o7 SR B4 P fort fbar oirar g

Its invention marked a significant milestone in technology, influencing fields such as
photography, astronomy, medicine, and many others.

Jo-Id U Ue Hedqul i &1 IR fafgd fovan, oo wiehnt, @ e
fagm, fifersm ok &3 s &= &1 murfaa foram

What is a CCD?
CCD RIT 22

At the time it was invented in 1969, the CCD was a pioneering technology that converted light
into electrical signals using an array of capacitors that transferred electric charges in a
sequence.

d 3T MIHR 1969 T §3MT, T8 CCD Udh Ul ddh-iiah ot St HTRAT (capacitors) &1 T
ST BT ITANT PRb UDTRT B! faggd Hobal H agard o SR Bl U 1 arol IR Hal
i

Today, CCD technology has fundamentally transformed how we capture, analyse, and share
visual information, representing one of the most important technological advances of the 20th
century.

3T, CCD A1 - Hd U J U d1d &I gad a1 § [ g1 T THHRI &I Y H&R,
fazayor 3R T FHRd €, 3R Ig 20dY T &1 GI Aayuf dar-itet wIfadl §f ¥ U B

A CCD consists of an integrated circuit made up of an array of small picture elements called
pixels.

TH CCD U S¢S Ffehe J 1 gia & Forad 81 o deal &1 U 4@l gidll ¢ fore foaae
HET ST 8|

Each pixel acts like a small light sensor that collects photons (particles of light) and converts
them into electrical charges.

TS (U T BT USRI B ke DY BT & S BIC T (UBT HUN) DI Thd Bl §
3R I faggd emawi # ged e gl

Imagine a grid where every little square captures some light and turns it into an electric signal
that can be displayed as part of a complete picture. That’s what a CCD does.

TF IS Pt Hed-T B3 ol &R Bl I 6 USRI B! Udhsdl § 3R I TP faggd ovd A sed
H%N@W%%@%wﬁmmwwél Ig! HTH CCD HRaT 3

How was the CCD invented?

CCD T 3MfaSh R HH gai?

Willard Boyle and George Smith at Bell Telephone Laboratories in New Jersey, U.S.
invented the first CCD in 1969 (Smith passed away on May 28, 2025).

faars arae iR wivet (R 3 =g o=dff, 3fif¥eT @) 9a v waRT=IeT § ugar CCD 1969
T snfassR forar (FR1Y &1 U= 28 WS 2025 i gam)|

They were initially working on semiconductor technology to create new types of memory
devices.

dE H Sfead de-iid IR HIH R 3@ A difcs T4 JHR & JART {Sarsy a1 9o |

During a brainstorming session, they realised that an electric charge could be stored and
moved on small capacitors arranged close together.

TP STREMHT T & SR, ITi- Heqy foban fob B1e-3ie el R faggd smaw gueld ok
RyFTaRkd far S g g

They came up with the idea to connect these capacitors in a way that allowed charges to be
shifted along the device, a process they called “charge coupling”.

I 37 YR D1 39 e A S &1 fA=R far o =t &1 fearsy & gy wAalkd
oo o 9o, 39 UfhaT &1 I5i4 “TSl BUfRT” HaT|
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Their work earned them the Nobel Prize in Physics (2009).
3% BT A 3% 2009 H Wifawt &1 N RepR feamn|

Soon after, companies like Fairchild Semiconductor and Sony further developed CCDs,
making them practical for mass production.

TP R 918, BaRaTges Qulbsde? 3R T+ oRft Hufai 3 cobs &1 3R faw R faw,
S U5 98 UM WR IdTe & folU ARG 9 T

How does a CCD work?
CCD &d 19 Hdl 22

A CCD operates using the photoelectric effect, where light generates electron-hole pairs in
semiconductor material.

T% CCD Wieigafaed UHIT BT IUANT Hdl 5, el b fefarad airf § gade=-ga
WS I Bl 6|

When photons enter a CCD, they strike the semiconductor beneath each pixel, knocking
electrons loose.

d WIel-g CCD H T &xd g, dl d U fUad & a0 & siefaras § Tavrd g 3R gaaeil
DI gad Hd g

Each pixel acts as a capacitor holding these electrons, with charge proportional to the light
intensity.

W%ﬂﬁ@ﬁwﬁﬁraﬁmmméﬁhsﬁa@ﬁaﬁm% 3R TS YehT=T b feran
¥ U A QT |

A voltage sequence moves these charges across the device like passing buckets of water,
hence the name “charge-coupled”.

TH qiecs HH 3 Il B! (SaT5Y & UR RIFIIRA Sl 8, S Ul &Y aifeear urg & vt
g, 5 @ 9 uS1 “aTel-sucs” |

The charges reach a readout register, converted into voltage signals, amplified, and digitised
into a digital image. i )

ATl T SIS 3HTST YR 0P Ugdd o, Sel 35 dlecsl Gobdl B gaal Sdl &, Yardd fosar S
®, 3R 3ida: feforea saw & ufafdd fear snar g1

Where are CCDs usgd?
CCDs T YU Bl gidl 22

Since 1969, CCDs have revolutionised fields by replacing film with electronic sensors in
digital cameras.

1969 ¥, CCDs 7 fEforea HwRY # fibew &1 3aiac i YR U TaAd $s &1 § ifd o1 al g

They are used in CCTV cameras to provide high-quality video feeds for security in banks,
malls, hospitals.

Ws@vccw%ﬂﬁﬁﬁwaﬁmuﬂgwﬁqmw% R §T, AT 3R
STl H1

They play a vital role in medical diagnostics, including X-ray imaging, CT scans,
endoscopy.

3 faferaita fem & weayef yfite Ry €, S T 3T, W W4, TsRadt |

They are also used in microscopes, spectrometers, particle detectors for detailed
scientific analysis.

DT JUTNT ISP RBIY, W HIeR, BT fEdaes) & dfie fazawur & for far Sar 81|
In astronomy, CCDs are the gold standard for capturing faint, distant celestial objects.
@ fage &, ceps gud a%?wwﬂr«ﬁufﬁs‘fﬁ%mmﬁ%%uwﬁw%

They have helped astronomers discover distant galaxies, exoplanets, and study cosmic
phenomena.

Y WAae) - g STHTRAATY, Sfgds TS § iR sarista ge-rsi &1 sreqg faa g
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‘SEBI proposal to relax
MPS, MPO norms set
to beneﬁt large firms’

Ashnkaxmﬂ]ran T.
MUMBAI

SEBI’s proposal to relax mi-
nimum public sharehold-
ing (MPS) and minimum
public offer (MPO) regula-
tions may not Increase
flows significantly but will
definitely reduce hassles
arising from listing regula-
tions for large issues, ac-
cording to experts.

The markets regulator
had proposed to increase
the flexibility of MPS and
MPO for companies aspir-
ing to get listed, for “sim-
plifying fund-raising by is-
suers in India,” according
to a consultation paper re-
leased on August 18.

“I'm not sure this will
significantly increase initial
public offer (IPO) activity,
but it will certainly benefit
large companies that have
so far preferred to remain
private due to regulatory
complications,” said Prash-
ant Rao, Director & Head -
Equity Capital Markets at

‘Recent changes in
listing norms are
unlikelv to impact
the overall volume of
IPOs significantly’

Anand Rathi Investment
Banking.

He added that while the
recent structural changes
in listing regulations may
make it easier for bigger
companies to go public,
they are unlikely to signifi-
cantly impact the overall
volume of IPOs, especially
given the ongoing market
volatility.

“For a majority of the
Indian issuers who are go-
ing public, the proposed
change to MPO and MPS
rules will not affect their
current dilution require-
ments and future MPS ti-
meline. This flexibility is
largely targeted towards
the very large issuers,” said
Abhimanyu Bhattacharya,
partner at Khaitan & Co.

SEBI
proposal to
relax MPS,
MPO norms
set to benefit
large firms

D ATH Uga™
& fere mps,

MPO HTES!
A a3 31
SEBI &1
LS

SEBI’s proposal to
relax minimum
public
shareholding
(MPS) and
minimum public
offer (MPO)
regulations may
not increase flows
significantly but
will definitely
reduce hassles
arising from listing
regulations for
large issues,
according to
experts.

& 3ER,
SEBI &1 Y&Td
LIEGERICTIECY
f%%'ﬁmﬂ (MPS)

wﬁaﬁwmﬁ
(mpo) fafrawi o
od ¢ BT YdTE &I
HE@YUl &U A T8l
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T Ihdl, Afe+ Tg i u 4 73t 33y & fore fafeeT Fradi @ S sisrel
D HH B

o The markets regulator had proposed to increase the flexibility of MPS and MPO for
companies aspiring to get listed, for “simplifying fund-raising by issuers in India,” according to
a consultation paper released on August 18.

TR TS 7 18 3RA &1 IR} WRIER] 0 & IR, THaS 81 &1 S3P HUHl & g
MPS 3R MPO & TAIU- dgTH BT URdTd 3T T, dTfes “URd o SR atslt gRT %S e &I
TR ST S Geb |”

¢ “I'm not sure this will significantly increase initial public offer (IPO) activity, but it will
certainly benefit large companies that have so far preferred to remain private due to
regulatory complications,” said Prashant Rao, Director & Head — Equity Capital Markets at
Anand Rathi Investment Banking.

T b e ¢ [ U8 URF® Ardwif=e w=aTd (1P0) Tfafafd &1 Hew@yuf &u § g,
Qe g Ffda = ¥ 37 It HUF S AH U il 3 I A sfeaarsif &
HRU 5Tt 79 381 Tie fban 8, U1 gl wRiid ¥4, fewre ok Wi - sfrdt e
TP, 3THg ST gavede afba A1

o He added that while the recent structural changes in listing regulations may make it easier
for bigger companies to go public, they are unlikely to significantly impact the overall volume
of IPOs, especially given the ongoing market volatility.

I5iH et foh fafen ot # 81 & WA Jgard St dui-dl & forg ardei-e gl
T &1 ¥hd §, Afdh 3 fIY =0 I TioleT TR SRR FI 37d §TIPO HY Gt AT Bl
TE@YUl U J UHTFAd - P YU Tal I9d |

o “For a majority of the Indian issuers who are going public, the proposed change to MPO and
MPS rules will not affect their current dilution requirements and future MPS timeline. This
flexibility is largely targeted towards the very large issuers,” said Abhimanyu Bhattacharya,
partner at Khaitan & Co.

“Fraed g aTel AT URdIg Sidatsit & fore, MPo iR mps fadl & yrarfaa
Saad 3% aqHH SR SaRgH il 3R HfTS Bt MPS THIRITHT &1 YuIfad gt S|
Tg AT G 0§ g a8 WARIeaisil of 3R afdd 7, T Fe1 ity wgEm,
IR, WA T8 HUt A

Page64

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Core sector growth
slows to 2% in July as
fossﬂ fuels contract

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Growth in industrial activi-
ty in India’s eight core in-
dustries slowed to 2% in Ju-
ly 2025, dragged down by
contractions in the fossil
fuel categories, according
to data released on Wed-
nesday. Steel and cement

sectors, however, wit-
nessed double-digit
growth.

The Index of Eight Core
Industries, released by the
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry, shows that activi-
ty in July 2025 is relatively
significantly slower than
the 6.3% growth seen in Ju-
ly last year. The Index grew
by 2.2% in June 2025.

Within the Index, the
coal sector saw the largest
contraction, of 12.3%, in Ju-
ly 2025. This is the second

The coal sector saw the largest
contraction, of 12.3%, in July
2025. GETTY IMAGES

consecutive month of con-
traction for the sector, and
its worst performance in at
least five years.

The natural gas sector
contracted 3.2% in July
2025, its thirteenth consec-
utive month of contrac-
tion. Similarly, the crude
oil sector also contracted,
by 1.3%, for the fourteenth
month out of the last 15.

Core sector
growth slows to
2% in July as
fossil fuels
contract

S[aTs | SiarR|
sl & s
¥ PR "aex DI
qfes 2% a& i

&

Growth in industrial
activity in India’s
eight core industries
slowed to 2% in July
2025, dragged down
by contractions in the
fossil fuel categories,
according to data
released on
Wednesday. Steel and
cement sectors,
however, witnessed
double-digit growth.
YRA DI S IR
ssIT A sienfie
nfafafe @ gfs gars
2025 H GTHT 2% 3§
g, oA Shtarsy S+
gforal § fiRmae =4
i1, U8 3fihs gUAR
&I o™} fpu U
g, Wi iR
e Agex A ot el
o1 33 g BT

The Index of Eight
Core Industries, released

by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, shows that activity in July 2025 is relatively
significantly slower than the 6.3% growth seen in July last year. The Index grew by 2.2% in

June 2025.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number :
Website : patrioticias.in

info@patrioticias.in

9971932488

Page65


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

IO 3R ST HATAT GRT TR} 3T BR IS BT JAD I @l & [ Jars 2025 7
Tfafafd frea I Jars & ot 6.3% i &1 a1 8 SUeTdhd B! i I8 I8 JaPpid o
2025 ¥ 2.2% ST T

¢ Within the Index, the coal sector saw the largest contraction, of 12.3%, in July 2025. This is

the second consecutive month of contraction for the sector, and its worst performance in at
least five years.

abie & MR, SIaar &7 7 Jarg 2025 § 99 g1 ARG Gol 3t, il 12.3% | 98 39 &7
%ﬁqgmwmnﬁm%wsﬂﬁﬁmf 3T 8 IR HH I H1 Uig 96l & 9P Ja WS
TR B

¢ The natural gas sector contracted 3.2% in July 2025, its thirteenth consecutive month of

contraction. Similarly, the crude oil sector also contracted, by 1.3%, for the fourteenth month
out of the last 15.

WTpTa® AT &F JaTg 2025 H 3.2% RIFs T, St TR Redi HEHT & 5a 399 fRTae o |
=4 avE, et aa & W e, 1.3% &t fiRde & 9y, ot fsd 15 7 § 3 egdf aR

Exotel unveils programmable voice
mfrastructure for Al agents

GSI:S8T ..
The Hindu Bureau bot-powered companies in
MUMBAI India already rely on Exo-

=
What can i help

tel for our compliant, relia-

Exotel has announced the ble, and seamless voice

launch of programmable you with? streaming.”

voice infrastructure for ar- “With sub-20ms latency

tificial intelligence (AI) versus the 150ms industry

agents designed to deliver standard; we deliver the

“significant power” to fastest streaming available,

plug-"n’-play Al bots. enabling bots to respond
Launched as Exotel Seamlessreach: The real-time voice streaming platform connects with human-like speed and

AgentStream, this new of-
fering is a real-time voice
streaming platform that
seamlessly connects Al
voice bots to users over
PSTN, WhatsApp, in-app
channels, and WebRTC,
the company said.

“With this, developers

Al voice bots to users over PSTN, WhatsApp. GETTYIMAGES/ISTOCK

will be able to impact a
wide spectrum of essential
enterprise workflows span-
ning sales, support, collec-
tions, and service,” it
added.

Sachin Bhatia, co-foun-

der and Chief Growth Of-
ficer, Exotel, said, “Voice
agents are on the rise, and
most bot providers need
robust voice infrastructure
to operate seamlessly. In
fact, the majority of voice

fluidity” he added.

With over 14 years of ex-
perience powering India’s
digital communications,
the company said it conti-
nues to drive Al adoption,
with voice streaming usage
growing at 25% month on
month across its platform.

Exotel unveils programmable voice infrastructure for Al

agents

Al ToicH & AT Exotel 7 TRITHES digd SIPREAR U

T
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Exotel has announced the launch of programmable voice infrastructure for
artificial intelligence (Al) agents designed to deliver “significant power” to
plug-'n’-play Al bots.
Exotel 5 AW ST (Al) Toled & T WIUTHad aigd SIpTREadR dld d3
g:?w? 2, o w1 Al afed 31 “Heayul =fda” 3 & forg fewmgA
Tl gl

e Launched as Exotel AgentStream, this new offering is a real-time voice streaming
platform that seamlessly connects Al voice bots to users over PSTN, WhatsApp, in-app
channels, and WebRTC, the company said.

HU 3 FeT fb 3q Exotel AgentStream & =0 H @il fovaT 741 B, T 4T 1B U Sad-
T13H a139 T @ewid § S PSTN, WhatsApp, $9-80 396 3R WebRTC & SIRT Al
139 dicy & I 9 98 ® Y SISl |

o “With this, developers will be able to impact a wide spectrum of essential enterprise workflows
spanning sales, support, collections, and service,” it added.

‘TP Y, SAATY A, TUIS, FARIN 3R AAT aF ol SIS TeRUESl dhual bt U
O e &I guIfad o3 T W& givl,” g SireT |

e Sachin Bhatia, co-founder and Chief Growth Officer, Exotel, said, “Voice agents are on the
rise, and most bot providers need robust voice infrastructure to operate seamlessly. In fact,
the majority of voice bot—powered companies in India already rely on Exotel for our
compliant, reliable, and seamless voice streaming.”

Exotel & Tg-IRITIH 3R 7 far Rt WA Hifear 3 w31, “aigw Toled doll 3 ¢
g 8 SR ST dic USTarsh & Tgol ¥ ¥ aTe & ot Aeigd daigd SIPRCaaR &t
TGl g1 IRAd |, URd H SMfABT 915 die—Herferd Suf-ai Ugd I gt gHR 3FuTe,
Ayt 3R Te argy Wi & foT Exotel R AR a5t §1”

o “With sub-20ms latency versus the 150ms industry standard; we deliver the fastest
streaming available, enabling bots to respond with human-like speed and fluidity” he
added.

IBI SIS, “150ms §SH) HSS Pt H 20ms ¥ HH AH & IIY; g IUASH T A
I geH vd §, e aﬁﬂﬂmgﬁﬁ?wﬁm%Wﬂméﬁﬁﬂ&m@ﬁgl”

o With over 14 years of experience powering India’s digital communications, the company
said it continues to drive Al adoption, with voice streaming usage growing at 25% month on
month across its platform.

YR & fERea s & Jarferd w33 § 14 a6t J 3% & S[IHT & 1Y, ST A Fel
ﬁs%-s'm amgﬁﬁamé‘cﬁrs?ﬂ% ISP WeWIH R digd W ITaRT 8% WEH 25% B
¥ de el el
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U.S. gas-heavy power pipeline set
to stoke LNG exporter tensions

The growing reliance on natural gas for domestic power generation also stands to stoke tensions with the fast-growing LNG export sector, which is

banking on access to abundant and cheap natural gas to drive further expansion; rising competition may thwart efforts to reduce power bills

NEWS ANALYSIS

Reuters
LITTLETON, COLORADO

.S. power firms are
U building out the
most gas-fired pow-

er generation capacity glo-
bally, which will cement
the country’s position as
by far the world’s largest
natural gas consumer and
gas-fired power producer.
But the growing reliance
on natural gas for domestic
power generation also
stands to stoke tensions
with the fast-growing LNG
export sector, which is
banking on access to abun-
dant and cheap natural gas
to drive further expansion.
Growing competition
for U.S. natural gas by pow-
er firms and LNG exporters
could also drive up natural
gas prices, which may
thwart efforts to reduce
power bills for homes and
businesses and undermine
the competitiveness of U.S.
LNG on world markets.

Hitting the gas
The United States accounts
for roughly a quarter of
global gas production, use
and exports, and around
27% of worldwide electrici-
ty generation from gas-
fired power plants, data
from the Energy Institute
and energy think tank Em-
ber show.

Within the global gas
power generation net-
work, the United States ac-

Meter reading: The U.S. ranks third in terms of gas capacity currently under construction. REUTERS

counts for 26% of total cur-
rently operating gas power
capacity, data from Global
Energy Monitor (GEM)
shows.

The roughly 570,000
megawatts (MW) of gas ca-
pacity currently deployed
in the U.S. vastly exceeds
that of all other countries,
including the 166,000 MW
in second-placed China
and 113,000 MW in third-
placed Russia.

The U.S. ranks third in
terms of gas capacity cur-
rently under construction,
as China is building out
roughly 41,000 MW of new
capacity compared to
24,000 MW by Saudi Ara-
bia and 16,300 MW being
constructed in the U.S.,
GEM data shows.

But the U.S. regains the
top spot in terms of gas ca-

For LNG exporters, there
will be heightened
competition for natural
gas supplies within the
U.S., and potentially
higher gas prices in the
physical gas market

pacity in so-called pre-con-
struction, which is where
generation sites are identi-
fied and appropriate per-
mits are being secured
ahead of actual
construction.

The U.S. has close to
1,00,000 MW of new gas-
fired power capacity in the
pre-construction phase,
according to the latest data
captured globally by GEM.

That capacity total is
notable for two important
reasons.

Firstly, the US. total
handily  exceeds the
planned capacity pipeline
at the same development
phase in all other coun-
tries, including second-
placed China’s 61,500 MW
and the 29,200 MW in pre-
construction in  third-
placed Vietnam.

That relatively larger de-
velopment pipeline means
that U.S. gas-fired power
capacity will grow more
quickly than in other coun-
tries over the near to medi-
um term.

Secondly, the U.S. pre-
construction total is more
than six times larger than it
was just one year ago,
when 15,000 MW of new
gas-fired power capacity

was categorized as being in
pre-construction.

The rapid swell in U.S.
gas capacity in pre-con-
struction since mid-2024
highlights the urgent steps
being taken by U.S. power
firms to boost generation
by all means available, in
response to rapidly grow-
ing power demand from
data centers, Al applica-
tions and other major elec-
tricity consumers.

The sharp jump in gas
capacity also highlights the
impact of the return to of-
fice by U.S. President Do-
nald Trump, whose admi-
nistration has drastically
cut federal support for re-
newable power supplies
and backed rapid fossil fuel
power growth.

LNG impact

The acceleration in U.S.
gas-fired power generation
capacity means the power
sector will increase the
amount of natural gas it
consumes once that capac-
ity is brought online.

For LNG exporters, this
means there will be height-
ened competition for natu-
ral gas supplies within the
U.S., and potentially higher
gas prices in the physical
gas market.

Somewhat offsetting the
impact of higher gas use
from power firms are ex-
pectations U.S. natural gas
production will climb in
2025 by around 3% from
2024’s near-record total to
new highs, according to
the U.S. Energy Informa-

tion Administration.

However, those gas pro-
duction estimates are sub-
ject to change and are
based in part on projec-
tions for oil prices, which
can drive oil and gas ex-
traction rates from gas-rich
oil deposits in the United
States.

So far in 2025, bench-
mark U.S. crude oil prices
have fallen by over 10% due
to higher production from
OPEC members and slow
oil demand growth in key
oil import markets.

Oil prices could fall
further if ongoing discus-
sions between the U.S. and
Russia to end the war in
Ukraine prove successful
and result in an easing of
sanctions of Russian oil
supplies.

Such a scenario could
trigger a slowdown in oil
and gas production within
the U.S., and a potential
tightening in domestic gas
supplies if demand from
power firms and LNG ex-
porters remains firm.

Regardless of the near-
term production picture,
overall U.S. natural gas out-
put will peak early in the
next decade and then hold
relatively flat through
2050, according to the
EIA’s latest long-term ener-
gy outlook.

That assessment is
based on the future pro-
duction from key U.S. gas
basins, many of which have
passed their output peaks
and are now considered to
be in terminal decline.

U.S. gas-heavy power pipeline set to stoke LNG exporter
tensions

AR®T Ag-3muTd Urar uTguas vau-el fAafde adra
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The growing reliance on natural gas for domestic power generation also
stands to stoke tensions with the fast-growing LNG export sector, which is
banking on access to abundant and cheap natural gas to drive further
expansion; rising competition may thwart efforts to reduce power bills
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U.S. power firms are building out the most gas-fired power generation capacity
globally, which will cement the country’s position as by far the world’s largest natural
gas consumer and gas-fired power producer.

M@} yraR Hufri AfYe TR W 99 it Ag-snurfya fasrelt Iaure ervar &1
frafor w3 7@ 8, ot 31 Y FRUTT Y 3@ 9 & TR T8 WHfad A9 IuHier iR -
e faerelt SdTe® & U | Aeigy S|

But the growing reliance on natural gas for domestic power generation also stands to stoke
tensions with the fast-growing LNG export sector, which is banking on access to abundant
and cheap natural gas to drive further expansion.
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Growing competition for U.S. natural gas by power firms and LNG exporters could also drive
up natural gas prices, which may thwart efforts to reduce power bills for homes and
businesses and undermine the competltlveness of U.S. LNG on world markets.
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